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Press Release

The Permanent Mission of Sierra Leone, in collaboration with the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Scientists, Saving Lives through Alternate Options and the Inter-religious Federation for World Peace International, on Thursday, 24th March 2005, organized a panel discussion on the Challenges of HIV/AIDS in Conflict and Post-Conflict Societies at the United Nations Headquarters.

The objective of this panel discussion, which attracted participants from Permanent Missions, Inter-governmental and NGO communities, included among other things; awareness raising and experience sharing on the dangers and the fight against pandemic in conflict and post-conflict societies with a view to mobilizing resources for combating the scourge in such societies and in particular, Sierra Leone.

Welcoming guests to the discussion, the Moderator and Chairman, the Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone, Ambassador Joe Pemagbi underscored the need to develop a multifaceted approach to improve public awareness and commitment in tackling the problems of HIV/AIDS in conflict and post-conflict societies, stressing also the need to help these societies, which by their very nature, are more vulnerable to the pandemic.

The lead discussant, Professor Sidi Alghali, Executive Director of the National HIV/AIDS Secretariat in Sierra Leone, described the HIV/AIDS pandemic as “a silent war and if not tackled appropriately, any effort for peace in conflict environments will be in vain”. He sighted among other things, the many negative elements that promote HIV/AIDS such as poverty, poor medical facilities, the refugee and internally displaced scenarios, the chaotic and predatory situations that characterize conflict environments as vectors for the disease. He lamented that women bear a disproportionate burden of the disease as a result of their vulnerability. He therefore called upon the international community to complement the efforts of weaker economies to invest in the health sector and to also address the pandemic during and after conflicts. 

In his contribution, the Ugandan Permanent Representative, H.E. Mr. Francis K. Butagira asserted that with his Government’s commitment, candidness and openness in accepting the existence of the scourge, their quick response strategy has led to a dramatic decline in the prevalence of the disease to 4.9% and 5% across the various age groups in the country. 

He cautioned that the establishment of proper institutional and policy frameworks coupled with public-private and civil society partnerships are crucial to combating the scourge. He concluded that respect for values, non-complacency, abstinence, faithfulness and the use of condoms (ABC) are necessary ingredients for controlling its prevalence.

H.E. Mr. Stanislas Kamanzi, another member of the panel and Permanent Representative of Rwanda described the HIV/AIDS pandemic as the side effect of the tragedy that befell his country in the wake of the 1994 genocide. He emphasized that in the situation of chaotic and predatory environment, rape became a weapon of genocide; sex was involuntarily traded for survival. He also asserted that since in many of these developing countries, 60% of the populations live on less than one dollar a day, there is a woeful lack of access to Anti-Retroviral drugs. Hence, poverty undeniably heightens the risk of HIV/AIDS. 

In conclusion, he called for a global campaign at all levels and urged that concrete actions be taken to move beyond the rhetoric in order to save humanity. He also appeals for action to be taken on the relevant United Nations resolution that was adopted at the 58th session of the General Assembly.  

------------------ The End  -----------------
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