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Press Release

SIERRA LEONE INDUCTED AS MEMBER OF THE GREATER NEW YORK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Sierra Leone was, on Friday 11th of March 2005, presented a Shield of Membership to the Greater New York Chamber of Commerce. 

Explaining the rationale behind the induction exercise, Mr. Mark Jaffe, the Chief Executive Officer of the Greater New York Chamber of Commerce, asserted that one of the key initiatives of their organization was to work with Consuls-General of Inductee States (mostly smaller countries) to develop trade and commercial links of a mutually beneficial value to all parties. He also identified among other things the creation of linkages; promotion of exports from member countries and the provision of essential advisory services to small business entrepreneurs to adapt to sound business practices and ethics; exporting new technologies; facilitating trade documentations; immigration processes and partnering in divers areas.  He therefore invited all inductee member states to take advantage of their membership with a view to opening doors for better opportunities and job creation both for their immigrant communities and home businesses.

Many of the Chamber’s members are from the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Among the few African Countries inducted at the Friday ceremony were: Sierra Leone, Uganda and Liberia.

Receiving the Shield on behalf the Permanent Mission, the First Secretary, Mr. Sulay-Manah Kpukumu thanked Members of the Greater New York Chamber of Commerce for the honour accorded to the country. He described the accession process as a golden opportunity for the country to attract viable investments in its vast mineral resources. Assuring his audience that the new investment code also favouring foreign investors coupled with the enhanced security and stability, the country was now a safe destination for investments. In conclusion, he encouraged the New York Chamber of Commerce and the American business community to venture out into the country’s economy.

Also attending the ceremony were two Sierra Leoneans, Mrs. Christie Leigh-Taylor and Mr. Cecil Samba.
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