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Mr. Chairman, 

 Dear colleagues, 

 Russia regards the United Nations as a pillar in the field of peacekeeping 

and pursues strategic policy aimed at strengthening the UN capacity to 

effectively fulfill this crucial task, as well as enhancing quality and operational 

efficiency of preventive, peacekeeping and peace-enforcing functions of the 

Organization. 

 The 60th jubilee session of the UN General Assembly and the 2005 

World Summit attended by the leaders of more than 170 UN Member States 
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proved to be a key event designed to address these tasks. Ideas reflected in the 

Summit Outcome Document will help to make the outlines of collective efforts 

in international relations more pronounced and consolidate the role of the 

United Nations as a major coordinating body that takes decisions on such 

critical issues as ensuring peace and security, as well as a guarantor of their 

legal impeccability. World leaders reaffirmed the need to strictly comply with 

the basic principles of peacekeeping operations. First and foremost, this has to 

do with the UN Security Council main responsibility – that of maintaining 

international peace and security. 

 The increased complexity of conflict-generated problems requires an 

unflagging attention to the improvement of integrated planning and enhanced 

efficiency of the PKO rapid deployment, stronger coordination among various 

mission components and with other international presences. Modern PKOs 

include various military and police elements while the peacebuilding process 

involves post-conflict governmental rehabilitation, assistance in organizing 

elections, humanitarian activities and those related to development, and so on. 

In this connection we support the Secretariat's initiative aimed at integrated 

planning of a PKO at all its stages and at combining potentials of different UN 

components for these purposes.  

 At the same time we believe that the need to improve military expertise 

evaluation by the world organization when the UN decides upon prevention and 

settlement of conflicts should be particularly stressed. 

 The full engagement of capabilities of the Military Staff Committee 

(MSC) - one of the statutory UN structures which has been actually idle for 

decades - represents one of potential mechanisms for addressing this task. The 

2005 Summit decisions sensitize the Security Council to the discussion of the 

MSC membership, mandate and working methods. 
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 At the New York Summit the world leaders expressed firm intention to 

ensure closer cooperation of regional organizations with the UN. The 

international community gains substantial benefits from stronger UN leadership 

in peacekeeping given rational division of labor with regional structures and 

coalitions of concerned states, which, under the UN Charter, should report their 

activities to the UN Security Council. The experience of crisis response 

demonstrates that we are more often successful if we can combine in a flexible 

way the UN comparable advantages - first of all its legitimizing prerogatives -

 with the capability of other entities to secure regional peace and stability. 

Naturally, the UN and its Security Council should interact with these structures 

based on division of labor and maintaining their prerogatives.  

 We believe that the UN must place constant emphasis on maintenance of 

high standards of conduct for all categories of peacekeeping personnel.  

 Acts of sexual exploitation and abuse, as well as other forms of 

ignominious behavior of peacekeepers, undermine confidence in the UN. This 

misconduct must not go unpunished.  

 Last year, the Special Committee made recommendations to address the 

issue of sexual exploitation and abuse. Those recommendations gave a 

necessary political impetus to vitalize the UN activity in this area. Now we hope 

to work out specific measures to contain this ulcer. And what we need now is a 

concerted effort of experts, which can bring long-term results. 

 We appreciate the draft documents prepared by the Secretariat that 

contain many elements of Zero-tolerance strategy on the issue of sexual 

exploitation and abuse – a revised Model Memorandum of understanding, an 

OIOS’ document on investigations and a Code of conduct based on existing 

regulations in this area. 

 We understand that the drafting of such documents is a complicated 

process, and that might be the reason why we received some of them shortly 
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before the opening of this session. Now they are under examination by the 

competent agencies of the Russian Federation. 

Those documents provide a very solid basis for discussion. Nevertheless, 

they still need further elaboration in compliance with the TCC’ national 

legislations. Issues concerning investigation and amendments proposed to the 

MOU are the most sensitive ones. We believe that the examination of those 

issues requires a legal expertise, and, therefore, they should be considered by 

the Sixth Committee. We also do not rule out a possibility that an ad hoc 

Working Group could be established for that purpose.        

The Secretary-General report on implementation of the recommendations 

of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (A/60/640) contains a 

proposal that the Secretariat should take up with each interested partner from 

regional organizations the elaboration of concrete modalities for operational 

cooperation in peacekeeping. We support this idea. 

The enhancement of the African Union’s capability in peacekeeping 

remains one of the main goals. We contribute to this process in every possible 

way, including within the programs developed at the G8 meetings. The 

Secretary-General’s initiative to establish within the Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations a dedicated full-time capacity that could serve as 

single point of contact for the African Union and other partners on matters 

related to the AU peacekeeping activities is quite logical. 

 Since we are talking about Africa, I would like to make a short excursus 

to describe what Russia is doing in this area. This year in the framework of the 

Russian G8 Presidency we will focus on assistance to African countries in 

peacekeeping training. We plan to hold meetings of government experts in 

Moscow to elaborate specific modalities of such interaction. At the Russian 

Ministry of Interior Peacekeeping Training Center and the Ministry of Defense 

Training Center we prepare curricular for training groups of African cadets.  
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 The above-mentioned Secretary-General’s report addresses the issue of a 

doctrine to implement the UN peacekeeping activities. We have never doubted 

the necessity to develop such a doctrine and always actively respond to the need 

to adapt the available results to the current conditions. The term “peace 

operation” seems to be more precise today in reflecting the functions of the UN 

operations since they currently incorporate very diversified elements.  

We welcome the decision by the UN Secretary-General to start a survey 

of conditions of service in the entire UN system which will enable to increase 

staff mobility and professionalism within the framework of our Organization. 

We hope that a Integrated Training Service created by the Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations will be able to use to the fullest extent possible the 

resources in the form of training and practicing centers and with the 

participation of highly professional instructors that may be provided by various 

countries, including Russia. 

The UN Civil Police is becoming more and more important. We support 

the decision of the 2005 Summit to create an initial operational capacity for a 

Standing Police Component. This would make it possible to ensure an effective 

and operational deployment of the PKO police contingents. 

Russia advocates also the improvement of the mechanism of interaction 

among the SC members, Troop-Contributing Countries and UN Secretariat 

based on the practice of operational consultations among them. We should do 

our best to use existing procedures to their fullest extent. 

I would like to dwell particularly on the PKO contractual system reform 

and allowing the UN administration to manage financial and human resources 

of the Organization more flexibly. These aspects will be considered in detail by 

the Fifth Committee of the UN GA when the Secretary-General submits 

respective reports containing specific proposals to Member States. I would like 

to note that we are seriously concerned about financial implications of possible 
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proposals to transfer civil peacekeeping personnel to the conditions similar to 

those that are applied at headquarters. As for the Secretariat’s demands to give it 

more discretion in the use of the Organization's resources, we find it necessary 

to condition rigidly a degree of such "flexibility" on achievements in creating a 

system of personal accountability and responsibility of UN managers for the 

outcomes of their work. Moreover, we favor the preservation of the necessary 

level of control on the part of Member States over the Secretariat's budget 

activities. 

We took note of the ways of strengthening the military potential of UN 

peacekeeping activities proposed by the Secretary-General's report. They 

include the provision of regional arrangements in support of PKO, provision of 

a short-term rapid capacity by TCC and inter-mission cooperation 

arrangements. We would be grateful if the UN Secretariat informs Member 

States in detail about financial implications of these proposals. 

Russia pursues the policy of building up its participation in peacekeeping 

operations. Currently Russian peacekeepers take part in operations under the 

UN auspices in the Middle East, in various regions of Africa, in Haiti, Kosovo 

and Georgia. Recently, our supreme legislative body - the Council of the 

Federation - took a decision initiated by the Russian President to send a 

helicopter unit of 200 servicemen and 4 transport-combat helicopters to Sudan. 

We are convinced that the UN peacekeeping mechanisms streamlining 

will continue in the UN activities. Presently, peacekeeping acquires 

fundamental value not only in the settlement of regional crises, but also in 

improving the situation in international relations in general.  


