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Mr. President, 
First of all, on behalf of the Russian delegation I would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest 

condolences to the peoples of Pakistan, India and Afghanistan affected by the consequences of the catastrophic 
earthquake of October 8. The Russian Federation, along with a number of other countries, responded to the tragedy 
without delay by sending search-and-rescue teams, special equipment, and humanitarian aid to the areas of disaster. 

Mr. President, 
The Russian Federation notes with satisfaction the progress made over the recent years in settling the conflicts 

in Africa, first of all in Sierra-Leone, Burundi, Sudan, Liberia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. At the same 
time, the situation, in general, is still far from being stable. We consider the strengthening of stability on the continent to 
be a priority for the international community in order to build, under the auspices of the United Nations, a global system 
of countering the threats and challenges of modern world. We will never achieve balanced and sustainable development 
of the international relations if the African continent remains a hotbed of instability. 

To settle the conflicts in the region, we stand for close interaction between the United Nations and the African 
regional and subregional entities and individual States so as to develop harmonized and integrated approaches which 
should be based on the prevalence of political and diplomatic methods and strict compliance with the peacekeeping 
norms and principles provided for in the United Nations Charter. This has been confirmed by the adoption by the 
Security Council Summit in September of the Resolution on conflict prevention in Africa sponsored by the group of 
African States. 

In accordance with its status as a Permanent Member of the UN Security Council, Russia has been largely 
contributing to the peacekeeping activities on the continent, including the development of a strategy for settling 
concrete armed conflicts and identifying the mandates for the relevant peacekeeping operations within the Security 
Council. The Russian military personnel and law-enforcement officers - as of now the total of about 220 persons - are 
involved in almost all UN peacekeeping operations in Africa. 

Russia has also set up training for the African peacekeepers. At present, we consider the possibilities to 
enhance our cooperation in this area with the African countries. We intend to promote stability in Africa further on in 
every possible way and assist the African countries in building their own anti-crisis potential. 

We support the new approach in the United Nations peacekeeping practice to ensure close interaction among 
the UN missions deployed in the neighboring African States. It is of critical 



 

importance that this work is well-coordinated. Here, however, we should be particularly careful: coordinated activities 
of the United Nations forces should be sanctioned by the Security Council and based on the principles of full respect for 
the sovereignty of individual States as well as consent of the troop-contributing countries and they should not go 
beyond the mandates defined for each mission. 

In the context of the efforts to stabilize the post-conflict situations in Africa, we recognize the strong potential 
of the future Peacebuilding Commission. We expect the Member States to reach agreement on all the issues related to 
its activities as soon as possible. 

We are confident that, first of all, active participation of the Africans themselves is required to ensure a more 
durable peace on the continent. It is important to take measures against illegal armed groups, strengthen good 
neighborly relations, enhance cooperation in order to ensure the secured borders and their impenetrability as regards the 
transfer of conflicts, arms and mercenaries, to eradicate mass violations of international humanitarian law and impunity 
for crimes against humanity. We appreciate the efforts made by the African community in this area and welcome 
vigorous activities of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, including those aimed at establishing the 
African Standby Force. 

Mr. President, 
The Russian Federation attaches great importance to the international cooperation in promoting development 

of the African countries that we view through the prizm of their achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
through the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). We are pleased to note that the 
work within the social and economic dimensions of NEPAD is gathering pace, which is exemplified by the continued 
fruitful efforts made by the countries of the continent to develop infrastructure and modernize the agriculture and 
education, as well as to fight against the spread of infectious diseases. Our country, as a responsible member of the 
international community, contributes to speeding these processes up by acting simultaneously on several tracks in this 
area. 

As a G8 member Russia participates actively in implementation of the G8 Africa Action Plan that is meant to 
promote work within NEPAD, and continues to pay great attention to resolving urgent issues of the social and 
economic development of the African continent. 

Debt relief for the States of the region remains a major direction of our assistance to Africa, including within 
the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. So far, Russia has canceled or taken the obligation to cancel the 
debt of the African countries in the amount of US$ 11.3 billion, including over US$ 2 billion within the HIPC Initiative. 
In 2003-2004, Russia contributed additional US$ 10 million to the Trust Fund set up for this Initiative. As for 2005-
2006, it was decided to pay an additional US$ 15 million installment to the Fund and the first part of this sum in the 
amount of US$ 5 million has already been transferred. 

Russia has taken an obligation within the Paris Club to cancel the debt of Ethiopia in the amount of over US$ 1 
billion. We continue the work to settle the debt of the African States on bilateral basis. Russia signed the relevant 
agreements with Sao Tome and Principe, Burundi and Nigeria, held negotiations with Zambia, Angola, Ethiopia, the 
Republic of the Congo and Chad. 

Russia decided to participate in the 14th Replenishment to the International Development Association for 2006-
2014 and to contribute to this end about US$60 million. The share of the sub-Saharan African countries will take 49 
percent of this amount. 

Our country provides preferential customs tariff regime for the goods produced in the African countries. This 
is beneficial for the dynamics of expansion of our trade with the African countries that reached US$ 638 million just 
over the first nine months of 2004, an increase of about 25 percent, if compared to the same period in 2003. 

In our view, investment in human resources is an important element of aid rendered to the continent. That is 
why we assist Africa in training their national staff. Every year Russia provides over 700 state-funded scholarships. 

Russia becomes more and more active as a donor country providing emergency humanitarian aid. In 2004, we 
provided bilateral humanitarian aid to Morocco and Mali. Our 
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partnership with multilateral donors, primarily with the World Food Programme, is developing dynamically. Starting 
this year and on, Russia will regularly make contributions for the humanitarian activities within the Programme. 

We are aware of the urgency of the problems related to the spread of malaria in Africa and we treat this issue 
not only from the medical point of view, but also consider its negative impact on social and economic development of 
the continent. That is why we stand for stepping up the international efforts agreed within the United Nations to reduce 
the spread of this pandemic in the region. In this very logic we make multifaceted healthcare aid to the continent an 
essential component of our assistance. In addition to the previously taken obligations to make voluntary contributions in 
the amount of US$ 20 million into the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Government of the Russian 
Federation decided to double the sum and to raise our consolidated payment up to US$ 40 million by the year 2008. So 
far we have already transferred US$15 million of this sum to the Fund. This year we have completed the payment of our 
US$8 million contribution to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative that we promised in 2003-2004. 

Mr. President, 
Africa is known to be a region that may not reach the development goals by 2015. At the same time, this year 

the international community has done a lot to show solidarity with the continent: many countries have taken serious 
obligations to provide assistance to the continent. The time has come to make these promises come true. The Russian 
Federation intends to help fulfill this task in every possible way. 

Thank you. 
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