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 Mr. Chairman, 

 First of all I would like to thank distinguished Ms. C. Bertini, Under- Secretary-

General, for a detailed report on the UN financial situation. 

The estimates and data submitted for our consideration show that the current UN 

financial situation, on the whole, may be characterized as relatively stable. We managed 

to get away from the abyss of the -90s, which could be followed by a financial crisis of 

the Organization. The situation was remedied to a large extent with payments of large 

arrears that Member States had incurred to various UN budgets, substantial payments to 

the UN budgets and the measures taken to strengthen financial discipline in the Secretariat 

resulting from Secretary-General’s reform agenda. A cautious optimism, though, of the 
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last week report, in our view, is yet far from making us believe that the UN financial 

situation is really stable. As in the past, it is characterized by serious delays in payments 

of assessed contributions, their partial payment and in many cases by mere non-payment. 

 Unfortunately we did not succeed in breaking the trend of delays in payments of 

contributions to the Organization’s regular budget. This year, like in the past one, the 

overall debt to this budget amounts to practically half its level. Hopefully, the 

forthcoming significant payments mentioned by Ms. C. Beritni in her report may improve 

the situation in this respect. 

This year is known to have witnessed a sizable expansion of the Organization’s 

peacekeeping which budget is now above $ 4 billion. One cannot exclude its further rise. 

We realize that a sharp and rapid increase in the peacekeeping budgets may negatively 

affect the readiness of Member States to make timely payments of their contributions, but  

at the same time it is hard to give an explanation for a $ 2.5 billion debt. Peacekeeping is 

one of the most important areas of the Organization’s activities and no one would like to 

see it unable of fulfilling the tasks and objectives it has been set by the international 

community only due to financial difficulties. A payment of contributions in due time and 

in full to the budgets of peacekeeping operations shall facilitate quicker refunding by the 

Organization to the nations, which have contributed their military contingents and 

equipment. 

 Mr. Chairman, 

 The Russian Federation consistently and firmly pursues its policy of principle of an 

all-round support to the UN.  Russia is known to have recently repaid its arrears to the 

International Tribunal on former Yugoslavia, it pays timely and in full its dues to other 

UN budgets, thus confirming its commitment to the goals and ideals of the Organization. 

This year Russia has already paid over $85 million to different budgets of the 

Organization. No political assurances in support of the UN will be meaningful without a 

diligent fulfillment by Member States of their financial obligations under the UN Charter. 
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 In conclusion I would like to point out the following. A considerable growth of the 

budgets of peacekeeping operations and the expected increase of the already approved 

2004-2005 regular budget of the Organization prompt an insistent need for an intensive 

search for measures aimed at cost-saving and further strengthening financial discipline. 

We believe it also necessary to rigorously re-evaluate some programs and projects in 

progress with a view of terminating the obsolete ones. 

Thank you, Mr.Chairman. 


