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The UN Security Council on May 16 unanimously adopted resolution 1679 in support of the 
May 15 decision of the African Union's Peace and Security Council on the need for concrete 
steps to be taken to accelerate the transition of the African Union Mission in Sudan to a 
United Nations operation.  

Russia joined the consensus that took shape in the UNSC when discussing the relevant draft 
resolution.  

At the same time, in forming our position, we proceeded from the understanding that the 
mention in the resolution of Chapter VII of the UN Charter does not alter the character of the 
existing UNSC decisions regarding Sudan and does not predetermine the mandate of a future 
UN peacekeeping presence in Darfur, which will be formulated by the Security Council 
taking into account all the factors and the dynamics of the situation in this region of Sudan. 
Besides, in Russia's view, an obligatory condition of the establishment of a UN 
peacekeeping presence in Darfur has to be having the Sudan government's agreement.  

We believe that this decision of the UN Security Council regarding Sudan will impart an 
additional impulse to the efforts by the world community to resolve the crisis in Darfur. For 
its part, the Russian Federation is making concrete efforts to normalize the situation and 
ensure peace in that country by starting deployment of a Russian peacekeeping contingent 
within the United Nations Mission in southern Sudan.  
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