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Foreign Minister Lavrov: Dear friends, first of all, I am very delighted to see the familiar 
faces. 

The iconostases are the same. It's great that together with the iconostases you carry the
memory of the Great Victory through your life. I remember how you used to celebrate this
holiday when I happened to work here. At the sixtieth anniversary of the Great Victory I
was in Moscow. You nevertheless celebrated the holiday here. I know how sacred it is to
all of you, just as to our entire people. Wherever Russians, especially veterans, are, they
sing these great songs, they always raise the frontline 100 grams and recall what we all - 
the subsequent generations - owe you. Owe those who did not return and those who helped
on the home front. A low bow in your person to all your comrades who were left lying on
the fronts of the Great Patriotic, Second World War. 

I wish you great health. I am glad to see you are hale and hearty. We are doing our best to
support you in this, just as all our veterans. Literally two days ago I talked to a Channel
One correspondent about Victory Day, about the song of the same name. I was asked if this
song was sung somewhere else besides Russia. I said, "Of course, it's heard wherever our
veterans are." 

I very much want to congratulate you wholeheartedly on our common holiday. To
congratulate all those present: the members of Russian organizations abroad, our guests 
from representations of other countries. Primarily from the countries which together with
us, together with Russia, as part of the USSR, as part of the Red Army forged this Victory 
and carried through probably the greatest battle of all times and peoples. I wish you health,
happiness and a happy holiday. 
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