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On April 28 New York hosted a special meeting of the 60th session of the UN General 
Assembly dedicated to the anniversary of the Chernobyl accident, which became the 
largest technogenic disaster of the 20th century. 

Despite the wide-scale emergency measures to liquidate and mitigate the consequences of 
the disaster, taken both immediately after it and in subsequent years, the Chernobyl NPP 
continues to be a potential source of danger in the center of Europe. Minimizing this threat
soon and on the basis of newest technologies corresponds to common interests. 

The most important problem in overcoming the consequences of this terrible catastrophe at
this stage is the comprehensive radiation and socioeconomic rehabilitation of the affected 
areas. 

The key element of the policy of the Russian government in the Chernobyl sector is 
consistent accounting for the role of the radiation factor in the measures being carried out 
for the comprehensive rehabilitation of the respective areas, on which our country's 
financial outlays during these years have amounted to more than 5 billion US dollars. 

Attaining the chief objective of the rehabilitation, that of sustained development of the 
affected regions and their real economic revival, calls for new approaches, scientifically 
substantiated decisions, considerable material expenses and, as a consequence, financial, 
technical and scientific assistance from the international community. 

Russia regards the consensus adoption by the General Assembly in November 2005 of the 
resolution on Chernobyl as a confirmation of the solidarity of the international community 
with the efforts of the affected countries, and as its readiness to continue to pay to 
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Chernobyl problems the important attention required at the international level. 

International cooperation on Chernobyl problems has had an extremely great significance 
all these years for us. We have felt the attention of the international community to this
problem via the development of scientific ties, the rendering to us of assistance in the field 
of public health, and support in the efforts for agricultural rehabilitation and the 
establishment of networks of information exchanges. 

In the first place we mean the results of the Chernobyl Forum held under the aegis of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna last September, the recommendations of 
which are very useful. 

We traditionally allot a special coordinating role to the UN and are for keeping Chernobyl 
problems on the agenda of the General Assembly. 

We express our separate gratitude to the United Nations Development Program, which has 
since 2004 been performing the functions of coordination of international cooperation in 
this field, for its contribution to strengthening this cooperation, directed, in essence, at the 
noble aims of making life easier for the population in the affected areas. 

Apart from multilateral cooperation on the Chernobyl problem, the Russian side has been 
rendering substantial assistance to Ukraine bilaterally as well. Since 1991 in accordance
with the agreement between the Kurchatov Institute and Ukraine's National Academy of 
Sciences, as part of the specifically created Interdisciplinary Scientific and Technical 
Center Ukrytiye (later renamed Institute of Nuclear Power Plant Safety Problems) there 
has been working a nuclear and radiation safety division carrying out joint work at the 
facility. The Kurchatov Institute's laboratories in Chernobyl were turned over entirely to
the center. In addition, all the technologies and instruments developed in Moscow for
Chernobyl were handed over to it free of charge. In the period from 1991 to 2005 Russian
specialists worked at Ukrytiye, their work being paid for partly by the Russian, and partly 
by the Ukrainian side. The assessed cost of the free Russian aid amounted to 15 US million
dollars. 
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