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Foreign Minister Lavrov (speaks after Steinmeier): We began talks with my German
counterpart today. Frank-Walter Steinmeier has already described the themes which we
discussed. Meetings with Federal Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel and the FRG
Minister of Defense, Josef Jung, are due tomorrow. We will continue discussing questions
concerning development of Russian-German relations. They are strategically focused, result-
oriented and feature an intensive, confidential political dialogue and highly dynamic
mutually beneficial ties in all fields.

Today we thoroughly discussed preparations for the eighth round of interstate consultations,
which will take place in Tomsk at the end of April. We also examined a schedule of political
contacts for the current year - it strikes one by its saturation. There is virtually not a single
area in which Russia and Germany would not have concrete plans to develop cooperation.
They are economy, security, science, education, culture and youth exchanges. It is difficult
to overestimate the role which Germany plays in developing the partnership between the EU
and Russia and in the activities of the Russia-NATO Council. Of course, we are actively
cooperating within the G8. We appreciate the constructive contribution of Germany to the
preparation of the principal themes of the St. Petersburg summit. This is particularly
important, considering that the G8 presidency passes to Germany next year.

A close dialogue and engagement are being maintained between us on all major international
problems. We highly appreciate Germany's initiative to hold the meeting on Iran in Berlin
last week. Hopefully, the outcomes of this meeting, focused as they are on the need to solve
the problem of the Iranian nuclear program through the IAEA with support from the UN
Security Council, will produce results and Iran will respond appropriately.

Present in our political dialogue are all other acute problems, including Iraq, Kosovo and
Middle East settlement. As Foreign Minister Steinmeier has already said, we exchanged
views on the election results in Belarus. | fully agree with him regarding the necessity to
look for solutions to any problems not on lines of confrontation, but through a dialogue. I
think that the results of the expression of the Belarusian people's will, just as those of the
expression of the Ukrainian people's will, ought to be perceived as the guiding reference
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point for developing relations with these sovereign states on the basis of the principles of
noninterference and good-neighborliness.

We especially prize our partnership with Germany, because there are no closed themes in it.
Any questions we discuss openly and confidentially. As regards issues on which we differ,
we strive to remove those differences. I am looking forward to a continuation of our
interesting conversation at supper.

Question: What do you think of the prospects for resumption of the Middle East process,
considering the events that are taking place in the region?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: | am ready to again cite Foreign Minister Steinmeier and say that
such problems ought to be tackled via involvement in dialogue, not isolation. The situation
that has evolved after the elections in Palestine and after the subsequent elections in Israel,
of course, is not simple. But we are encouraged by the fact that the statements have been
voiced by both sides which, though in different formulations, send signals of a readiness for
dialogue. I think that the principal task before the Quartet of Russia, the EU, US and UN is
to take advantage of these signals and help resume the negotiating process. The Quartet has
formulated the conditions for dialogue resumption. The Quartet has the Roadmap, endorsed
by the UN Security Council. Now we also have the results of the democratic expression of
the will of both the Palestinians and Israelis. Hopefully, both governments will show a
responsible approach which will confirm existing agreements. On this basis the Quartet will
be able to help the parties advance in resolving this most complicated conflict in the world.

Question: I would like to return to the differences between Russia and Germany, notably
regarding Belarus. After the elections in that country the EU is openly contemplating
imposing sanctions against Belarus. Do you think this is the right approach? Just what
specifically are the differences in your opinions?

Foreign Minister Lavrov: | have already said how we assess the situation in Belarus. I will
confirm once more that the questions that arise in European capitals about the Belarusian
election results need to be tackled not through isolation but, in our deep conviction, through
dialogue and engagement.

Foreign Minister Lavrov (speaks after Steinmeier's reply): We indeed have different
views of this situation. We respect Germany's stand, Germany respects ours. I am certain
that we share the interest in seeing Europe united and that all Europeans be members of one
family. [ am certain that we, like Germany, are keen to move towards this goal, using
universal, pan-European institutions, including the OSCE.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier mentioned the norms which exist in the OSCE for holding
elections. The trouble is that no such norms exist. We have now being trying to formulate
such norms for more than two years. In Ljubljana the OSCE Ministerial Council took a
decision on reform, including a reform of the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights. These decisions ought to be implemented. Hopefully, transparent, fair, universal
election observation norms for all will appear as a result of all this work. We are keen to
cooperate with Germany and with all the other OSCE members in order to achieve
consensus on this issue.
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