
 

Unofficial translation from Russian

Transcript of Remarks and a Reply to Media Question by Russian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sergey Lavrov at the Press Conference on the Outcome of Talks with Council 

of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis, Moscow, March 3, 2006 

310-03-03-2006

 
Foreign Minister Lavrov: Dear colleagues, 

It’s a pleasure to welcome here Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis at a time 
when we are marking the 10th anniversary of Russia's accession to this oldest European 
organization. There is no doubt, Russia's admission to the Council of Europe increased the 
weight and authority of this organization and made it more universal, but on the other hand, 
it placed responsibility on Russia and confirmed our commitment to the development of 
democratic society based on the supremacy of law, and respect for human rights and 
freedoms.  

We exchanged our assessments of the Council of Europe's activities at the present stage and 
talked about the problems and objectives addressed by the Council of Europe. In our view, 
we have the potential for constructive cooperation with the Council of Europe Secretariat 
and personally Secretary General Terry Davis on these problems and objectives. We work 
together on the basis of mutual respect, as good partners who can communicate with each 
other frankly. Our cooperation and consultations over the past months, particularly in 
connection with the preparation and adoption of amendments to the Russian NGO Law, 
proceeded in this fashion. Many of the good and professional recommendations issued by 
the Council of Europe Secretariat were taken into account and included in the final version 
of the law, and many of the suggestions made by the Council of Europe will be drawn upon 
while preparing implementation and regulatory documents that are necessary for the 
enforcement of Russia's new NGO legislation.  

Today we reached important agreement on the need for a more substantive discussion of 
issues that arise in our relations and in the Council of Europe's work in general, be it 
problems experienced by some of the NGOs in Russia or by Russian-speaking citizens in 
Latvia and Estonia.  

An important part of our negotiations concerned preparations for the Russian Federation's 
presidency in the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe from May to November 
of this year. We are discussing the latest details of a rather broad program and of concrete 
events scheduled for this period and designed to further promote the main objectives and 
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values of the Council of Europe in the practical work of member states and to address the 
global task of building united Europe without dividing lines. During our presidency we will 
continue active efforts in those areas of the Council of Europe work that have been given 
increased attention lately, namely the fight against terrorism, organized crime, and 
corruption.  

We all have to think seriously about how to prevent the emergence of new watersheds in 
Europe, this time for ethnic and religious reasons. This should probably become a common 
objective for the Council of Europe, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
and the Council of European Municipalities and Regions. All these mechanisms, along with 
the Secretariat, should work concertedly. We will help to achieve these objectives in the 
period of our presidency.  

Foreign Minister Lavrov (adding after Terry Davis): I am grateful for what Council of 
Europe Secretary General Terry Davis said and for his hope that our presidency in the Group 
of Eight will aid our work in the Council of Europe. I want to say that the Group of Eight 
cannot direct the Council of Europe, especially since not all of the G8 countries are members 
of the Council of Europe.  

Question: How do you assess the past round of talks with Iran? Was progress achieved? 
What do you expect from the upcoming meeting of the IAEA Board of Governors?  

Foreign Minister Lavrov: The talks, which were held in Moscow on March 1 and prior to 
that in Teheran, were part of the overall efforts to resolve the Iranian nuclear issue by 
political methods. In this sense, the talks with Iran will continue. They will continue today in 
Vienna where the Iranian delegation is meeting with representatives of the European troika 
and IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei. Our representative, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergey Kislyak, will be in Vienna at the same time. So, contacts with all key 
participants in the efforts to resolve the problem are continuing and will continue. There are 
always possibilities to reach consensus. If all components, which are being negotiated now, 
are agreed upon by all participants, namely, the resumption of the moratorium on enrichment 
work in Iran, the resumption of Iran's compliance with the additional protocol, and interested 
and concrete discussion on the creation of a joint venture in Russia to meet Iran's demand for 
fuel for peaceful nuclear energy production, the result will be positive. We haven't reached 
this result yet, of course. We are only working on this and, I am convinced, under no 
circumstances will we be able to resolve all questions about the nature of the nuclear 
program without the professional work of independent IAEA experts. Therefore, when the 
IAEA Board of Governors considers the issue at the beginning of March, we must 
understand responsibly that we should adopt such decisions that will not worsen the 
conditions for the IAEA work in Iran. 
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