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Unofficial translation from Russian

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Alexander Yakovenko
Answers a Question from Russian International Radio Regarding the Visit to Russia of
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour

257-24-02-2006

Question: Today a trip to St. Petersburg concludes the visit to Russia of United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour. What does Moscow expect of the
Commissioner's activities for the long term?

Answer: Moscow is satisfied with the visit of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Louise Arbour. As always, we are ready for a frank discussion of any themes. We actively
support the activities of Louise Arbour. The recent decision of the Russian Government
annually, starting this year, to make a voluntary contribution of 2 million dollars to the
budget of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights is another testimony
to this.

Beyond any doubt, adherence to human rights and fundamental freedoms unites the world
community. We count on the High Commissioner paying special attention to ensuring
universality in application of generally recognized human rights standards and to measures
for preventing a number of dangerous tendencies that weaken the international human rights
regime. [ mean the violation of national minority rights, primarily those of the Russian-
speaking population in Latvia and Estonia, interethnic conflicts in Europe and attempts by a
number of states to freely interpret their international anti-torture commitments in a counter-
terrorism context. Manifestations of religious intolerance, as well as freedom of speech
abuses are still not eradicated. All this is nothing but new challenges and threats in the
human rights domain, requiring an adequate reaction from the High Commissioner and
relevant UN mechanisms.
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