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On January 30, a ministerial meeting of the Middle East Quartet was held in London, with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Sergey Lavrov, UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Minister for Foreign Affairs of EU-
Presiding Austria Ursula Plassnik, High Representative for European Common Foreign and 
Security Policy Javier Solana, and European Commissioner for External Relations and 
European Neighborhood Policy Benita Ferrero-Waldner in attendance. A joint statement was 
released at the end of the meeting. 

The themes of the Palestinian Legislative Council elections held on January 25 were center 
stage. In the Quartet's view, the electoral process was free, fair and secure. It was 
emphasized that the Palestinian people have the right to expect that a new government will 
address their aspirations for peace and statehood. The Quartet presumes that all members of 
a future Palestinian government must be committed to recognition of Israel, and acceptance 
of previous agreements and obligations, including the Roadmap, as well as to nonviolence.  

The Quartet noted the importance of the Palestinian Authority's efforts to normalize the 
situation in the PNA areas and ensure law and order there, and stressed the need for effective 
actions by the Palestinian leadership in the pursuit of reforms in various fields, including 
security.  

The Quartet urged the Israeli and Palestinian parties to fulfill their obligations under the 
Roadmap and abide by their existing accords and agreements, including the agreement on 
movement and access of November 15, 2005. It pointed out that both parties need to avoid 
unilateral actions which prejudice final status issues.  

The Quartet reiterated its view that settlement expansion must stop. Its members again 
expressed their concern regarding the route of the "separation barrier."  

The Quartet reiterated its commitment to the Roadmap principles and a just, comprehensive, 
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and lasting settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict based upon UN Security Council 
Resolutions 248 and 338.  

January 31, 2006
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