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 On 22 May 2006 during the 5th session of the United Nations Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Peoples a presentation of the Arctic Council, where Russia has been the 

Chair since November 2004, will take place. 

 Ambassador Alexander Ignatiev, Chairman of the Senior Arctic Officials Council, 

and representatives of the Arctic Athabaskan Council, the Inuit Circumpolar 

Conference,  the Saami Council, the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the 

North as well as members of one of the Council’s working bodies, the Action Plan to 

Eliminate Pollution of the Arctic, will take part in the presentation. 

 The objective of the event is to inform organizations of indigenous peoples about 

main activities of the Council and its structure. 

 The Arctic Council is an international regional organization established on 19 

September 1996 in Ottawa (Canada) by eight Arctic states: Canada, Denmark, Finland, 

Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States. Council’s Ministerial sessions 

are held biannually. The Senior Arctic Officials meet twice a year to deal with current 

issues and prepare the Ministerial sessions.  
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The Arctic Council has five working groups of experts whose activities are 

focused on monitoring, assessment and prevention of pollution of the Arctic, climate 

change in the Arctic, preservation of biological diversity, emergency prevention, living 

conditions and health of the population. 

Among priorities of the Russian chairmanship are beginning of implementation of 

the Arctic Sustainable Development Action Plan, preparation of a report assessing 

hydrocarbon development in the Arctic and its consequences, strengthening of 

cooperation in prevention and management of emergencies, establishing conditions for 

sustainable development of the Arctic indigenous peoples, coordinating measures to 

protect, preserve and restore the environment of the region, preparation of the 

International Polar Year. Totally, there are more than 70 projects underway. 
 

 

 


