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PRESS RELEASE

Concerning the Interim Report of the Independent Committee of Inquiry into Abuses of the
Former UN Humanitarian Program in Iraq

615-30-03-2005

Moscow has carefully acquainted itself with the new interim report of the Independent Committee of
Inquiry into possible abuses of the former UN humanitarian program in Iraq that was released on
March 30. It gives the results of a thorough check of the activities of the UN Secretariat leaders in the
period of the implementation of the UN humanitarian operation in Iraq. Despite the individual facts
of violations cited in the report, on the whole it concludes that there were no deliberate wrongdoings
on the part of the UN leadership during this program. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan is fully
cleared of suspicions of corruption.

The findings of the independent inquiry have a great significance against the background of the
propaganda campaign aimed at discrediting the role of the United Nations as the key element of
multilateral diplomacy and putting its Secretary General in a bad light.

Russia is for strengthening financial discipline and accountability in the UN structures. For our part,
we will continue to render necessary assistance to the work of the Volcker Committee.

March 30, 2005
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