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Russia – UN: Economic Priorities 

Interview granted by the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the UN A.I. 
Denisov to Diplomat. 

Mr. Denisov, what are Russia’s priorities in cooperating with the UN on economic matters? 

Russia’s unquestionable priority is the fullest possible use of the potential of UN organizations in 
the interests of addressing concrete social and economic issues facing the world community. The UN is a 
unique organization that makes it possible to find solutions to the present-day challenges and threats on 
a really multilateral basis. Due to the universal nature of the composition of the UN, the resolutions it 
adopts have the biggest chance of being in the common interest of all countries. This lends them weight 
and gives them an incontestable advantage. This becomes particularly evident with respect to such 
phenomenon as globalization. For all countries without exception, preventing the development of the 
situation where the well-being, wealth and technological progress of a few go hand in hand with the 
poverty and backwardness of the majority is becoming critically important. 

Russia must make sure that decisions on development, environmental protection and social 
progress meet the interests of this country’s economic and social development and promote the 
stabilization of the global situation. 

How does economic diplomacy at the UN differ? 

First of all, the negotiations are extremely intense due to the uniquely far8reaching agenda of the 
Organization. In effect, the UN discusses and adopts decisions in virtually all areas of social and 
economic development. Besides, these resolutions are of great significance for other processes going on 
within other, more specialized international forums. The UN resolutions are a concentrated expression of 
the collective will of the international community, which makes our work especially responsible. 

In what areas is Russia cooperating with the UN and the organizations in its system? 

One of our key tasks at the UN is to raise the effectiveness of its organizations, that is, the 
effectiveness of the funds and programs. We actively work in their leading bodies and are closely and 
constructively cooperating with their respective secretariats. Moreover, Russia is receiving fairly useful 
technical assistance from the UN for making the transition period easier as it passes over to a market 
economy, integrates into the world economy and solves its social problems. 

Cooperation with the organizations of the UN system, including the UN Development Program 
(UNDP), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and others has a 
number of important advantages. It is free and nonpoliticized and we ourselves define its goals and 
parameters in line with our established priorities of national development. The UN has topclass technical 
expertise and the capability to promptly respond to the requests of the recipients of assistance. It is also 
in the possession of tried8and8true methods of finding donors and attracting investors. 

Admittedly, the financial resources of the UN organizations are rather limited. We think, however, 
that it is the catalyst effect of assistance rather than the amount of money that counts. For instance, the 
$700,000 – 800,000 that we annually receive from the UNDP is a relatively small amount of money for a 
country the size of Russia, yet this sum has made it possible for us to attract roughly $40 million in donor 
funds for implementing projects to upgrade the infrastructure in Russia (“Support to Development of the 
Infrastructure and Superstructure of Sea Ports in Russia”), to protect the environment (“Wetlands 
Biodiversity Conservation in the Lower Volga Region”), to improve governance (“Support in the 
Implementation of a Juvenile Justice System”), and to support medium-sized and small businesses 
(“Support to Competitiveness of the Russian High-Tech Small and Middle Enterprises”). It is important 
that the UN is orienting on the domestic implementation of projects envisaging the employment of mainly 
Russian specialists (over 90 percent of all UNDP projects in Russia are being implemented by Russian 
personnel). 

Speaking of our practical cooperation with UN organizations, I would like to emphasize that with 
Russia’s accelerated social and economic growth rate, this country is beginning to play an increasingly 
active role as a donor nation (while receiving assistance, we have remained donors). 

 

 


