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Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its 61st session on the 

Question of Palestine:  
(numerical sequence in ascending order)  

 

 Resolution No. 
Plenary 

or 
Cttee. 

Agenda 
Item No. 

Meeting 
Record/ Date/ 

Press Release/ 
Vote 

Draft Topic 

1 A/RES/61/22 Plen. 14 

A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
101-7-62 

A/61/L.31 + 
Add.1 

Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People  

2 A/RES/61/23 Plen. 14 

A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
101-7-62 

A/61/L.32 Division for Palestinian 
Rights of the Secretariat  

3 A/RES/61/24 Plen. 14 

A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
157-7-9 

A/61/L.33 

Special information 
programme on the question 
of Palestine of the 
Department of Public 
Information of the Secretariat  

4 A/RES/61/25 Plen. 14 

A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
157-7-10 

A/61/L.34 
(orally 

revised) 

Peaceful settlement of the 
question of Palestine  

5 A/RES/61/26 Plen. 13 

A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
157-6-10 

A/61/L.35 + 
Add.1 Jerusalem  

6 A/RES/61/112 C.4 31 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
173-1-10 

A/61/407, 
draft res. I 

Assistance to Palestine 
refugees  

7 A/RES/61/113 C.4 31 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
170-6-8 

A/61/407, 
draft res. II 

Persons displaced as a 
result of the June 1967 and 
subsequent hostilities  

8 A/RES/61/114 C.4 31 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
169-6-8 

A/61/407, 
draft res. III 

Operations of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East  
 

9 A/RES/61/115 C.4 31 

 
A/61/PV.79  

14 Dec. 2006  
GA/10559 
170-6-8 

 

A/61/407, 
draft res. IV 

Palestine refugees' 
properties and their revenues  

10 A/RES/61/116 C.4 32 A/61/PV.79  A/61/408, Work of the Special 
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 Resolution No. 
Plenary 

or 
Cttee. 

Agenda 
Item No. 

Meeting 
Record/ Date/ 

Press Release/ 
Vote 

Draft Topic 

14 Dec. 2006  
GA/10559 
90-9-81 

draft res. I Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other 
Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories  

11 A/RES/61/117 C.4 32 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
165-7-10 

A/61/408, 
draft res. II 

Applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of 
12 August 1949, to the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and the other 
occupied Arab territories  

12 A/RES/61/118 C.4 32 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
162-8-10 

A/61/408, 
draft res. III 

Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and the occupied 
Syrian Golan  

13 A/RES/61/119 C.4 32 

A/61/PV.79  
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
157-9-14 

A/61/408, 
draft res. IV 

Israeli practices affecting the 
human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East 
Jerusalem  

14 A/RES/61/135 Plen. 69 (d) 

A/61/PV.79 
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
159-0-7 

A/61/L.47 
(orally 

revised) + 
Add.1 

Assistance to the Palestinian 
people 

15 A/RES/61/152 C.3 66 

A/61/PV.81 
19 Dec. 2006  

GA/10562 
176-5-5 

A/61/442, 
draft res. III 

The right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination 

16 A/RES/61/184 C.2 40 

A/61/PV.83 
20 Dec. 2006  

GA/10564 
164-6-9 

A/61/418 

Permanent sovereignty of 
the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and of the Arab 
population in the occupied 
Syrian Golan over their 
natural resources 
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 Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its 61st  
on the Middle East 

 

Resolution No. Plenary 
or Cttee. 

Agenda 
Item 
No. 

Meeting 
Record/ Date/ 

Press Release/ 
Vote 

Draft Topic 

A/RES/61/27 Plen. 13 A/61/PV.63  
1 Dec. 2006  
GA/10543 
107-6-60 

A/61/L.36 The Syrian Golan 

A/RES/61/120 C.4 32 A/61/PV.79 
14 Dec. 2006  

GA/10559 
163-2-16 

A/61/408, draft 
res. V 

The occupied Syrian Golan 

A/RES/61/194 C.2 53 (a)  A/61/PV.83 
20 Dec. 2006  

GA/10564 
170-6-0 

A/61/422/Add.
1, draft res. III 
(orally revised) 

Oil slick on Lebanese shores 

A/RES/61/154  C.3  67 (b)  A/61/PV.81 
19 Dec. 2006  

GA/10562 
112-7-64  

A/61/443/Add.
2, draft res. I  

The human rights situation 
arising from the recent Israeli 
military operations in Lebanon  

A/RES/61/250 C.5 144 (b) A/61/PV.84 
22 Dec. 2006  

GA/10566 
145-3-1 

A/61/657 Financing of the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon 

A/RES/61/56  C.1  87  A/61/PV.67  
6 Dec. 2006  
GA/10547 

without vote  

A/61/391  Establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region 
of the Middle East  

A/RES/61/103  C.1  93  A/61/PV.67  
6 Dec. 2006  
GA/10547 
166-5-6  

A/61/397  The risk of nuclear proliferation 
in the Middle East  
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UNITED  

NATIONS  A 

 

 

General Assembly Distr. 
LIMITED 

  A/61/L.31 
A/RES/61/22 
24 November 2006 
 
Original: english 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda item 14 
Question of Palestine 

 

 

Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South 
Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, 
Zimbabwe and Palestine: draft resolution  

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People  
 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolutions 181 (II) of 29 
November 1947, 194 (III) of 11 December 
1948, 3236 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, 
3375 (XXX) and 3376 (XXX) of 10 
November 1975, 31/20 of 24 November 
1976 and all subsequent relevant resolutions, 
including those adopted by the General 
Assembly at its emergency special sessions 
and resolution 60/36 of 1 December 2005,  

Recalling also its resolution 58/292 of 6 
May 2004,  

Having considered the report of the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People,1  

Recalling the mutual recognition between 
the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, the 
representative of the Palestinian people, as 
well as the existing agreements between the 
two sides and the need for full compliance 
with those agreements,  

Recalling also the Quartet's road map to a 
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,2  

Recalling further the advisory opinion 
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International 
Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences 
of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory,3 and 
recalling also its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 
July 2004,  
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Reaffirming that the United Nations has a 
permanent responsibility towards the 
question of Palestine until the question is 
resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory 
manner in accordance with international 
legitimacy,  

1. Expresses its appreciation to the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
for its efforts in performing the tasks 
assigned to it by the General Assembly, and 
takes note of its annual report,1 including the 
conclusions and valuable recommendations 
contained in chapter VII thereof;  

2. Requests the Committee to continue to 
exert all efforts to promote the realization of 
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people, to support the Middle East peace 
process and to mobilize international 
support for and assistance to the Palestinian 
people, and authorizes the Committee to 
make such adjustments in its approved 
programme of work as it may consider 
appropriate and necessary in the light of 
developments and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session and thereafter;  

3. Also requests the Committee to continue 
to keep under review the situation relating to 
the question of Palestine and to report and 
make suggestions to the General Assembly, 
the Security Council or the Secretary-
General, as appropriate;  

4. Further requests the Committee to 
continue to extend its cooperation and 
support to Palestinian and other civil society 
organizations in order to mobilize 
international solidarity and support for the 
Palestinian people, particularly during this 

critical period of humanitarian hardship and 
financial crisis, with the overall aim of 
promoting the achievement by the 
Palestinian people of its inalienable rights 
and for a peaceful settlement of the question 
of Palestine, and to continue to involve 
additional civil society organizations in its 
work;  

5. Requests the United Nations Conciliation 
Commission for Palestine, established under 
General Assembly resolution 194 (III), and 
other United Nations bodies associated with 
the question of Palestine to continue to 
cooperate fully with the Committee and to 
make available to it, at its request, the 
relevant information and documentation 
which they have at their disposal;  

6. Invites all Governments and organizations 
to extend their cooperation to the Committee 
in the performance of its tasks;  

7. Requests the Secretary-General to 
circulate the report of the Committee to all 
the competent bodies of the United Nations, 
and urges them to take the necessary action, 
as appropriate;  

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to 
continue to provide the Committee with all 
the necessary facilities for the performance 
of its tasks.  

 
Notes 

1Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/61/35). 
2S/2003/529, annex. 
3See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1  
 
Adopted 01/12/2006

 
 

******************************************* 
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Vote on Palestinian Rights Committee 
 

The draft resolution on the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People (document A/61/L.31) was adopted by a recorded vote of 101 in favour to 7 
against, with 62 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chile, China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Grenada, 
Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Namibia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Qatar, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syria, Tajikistan, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Zambia. 
 
Against:  Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, 
United States. 
 
Abstain:  Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, 
Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Nauru, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Portugal, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Tonga, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominica, Equatorial Guinea, 
Gabon, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mongolia, Rwanda, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Zimbabwe. 
 
 
/... 
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UNITED  

NATIONS  A 

 

 

General Assembly Distr. 
LIMITED 

  A/61/L.32 
A/RES/61/23 
24 November 2006 
 
Original: English 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda item 14 
Question of Palestine 

 

 
 

Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South 
Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, 
Zimbabwe and Palestine: draft resolution  

 
Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat  

 

The General Assembly,  

Having considered the report of the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People,1  

Taking note in particular of the relevant 
information contained in chapter V.B of that 
report,  

Recalling its resolution 32/40 B of 2 
December 1977 and all subsequent relevant 
resolutions, including resolution 60/37 of 1 
December 2005,  

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken 
by the Secretary-General in compliance with 
its resolution 60/37;  

2. Considers that the Division for 
Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat 
continues to make a useful and constructive 
contribution through assisting the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
in the implementation of its mandate;  

3. Requests the Secretary-General to 
continue to provide the Division with the 
necessary resources and to ensure that it 
continues to carry out its programme of 
work as detailed in the relevant earlier 
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resolutions, in consultation with the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
and under its guidance, including, in 
particular, the organization of international 
meetings and conferences in various regions 
with the participation of all sectors of the 
international community, liaison and 
cooperation with civil society, the further 
development and expansion of the 
documents collection of the United Nations 
Information System on the Question of 
Palestine, the preparation and widest 
possible dissemination of publications and 
information materials on various aspects of 
the question of Palestine and the provision 
of the annual training programme for staff of 
the Palestinian Authority;  

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to 
ensure the continued cooperation of the 
Department of Public Information and other 
units of the Secretariat in enabling the 
Division to perform its tasks and in covering 

adequately the various aspects of the 
question of Palestine;  

5. Invites all Governments and organizations 
to extend their cooperation to the Division in 
the performance of its tasks;  

6. Requests the Division, as part of the 
observance of the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People on 29 
November, to continue to organize, under 
the guidance of the Committee, an annual 
exhibit on Palestinian rights or a cultural 
event in cooperation with the Permanent 
Observer Mission of Palestine to the United 
Nations, and encourages Member States to 
continue to give the widest support and 
publicity to the observance of the Day of 
Solidarity.  

Note 
1Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/61/35). 
 
Adopted 01/12/2006

 
******************************************* 

 
 
Vote on Palestinian Rights Division 
 
The draft resolution on the Division for Palestinian Rights (document A/61/L.32) was adopted by 
a recorded vote of 101 in favour to 7 against, with 62 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, 
China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Qatar, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syria, Tajikistan, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia. 
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Against:  Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, 
United States. 
 
Abstain:  Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Nauru, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Portugal, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Tonga, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominica, Equatorial Guinea, 
Gabon, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mongolia, Rwanda, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Zimbabwe. 
 
/... 
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UNITED  

NATIONS  A 

 

 

General Assembly Distr. 
LIMITED 

  A/61/L.33 
A/RES/61/24 
24 November 2006 
 
Original: English 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda item 14 
Question of Palestine 

 

 

Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South 
Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Zimbabwe and Palestine: draft 
resolution 

 
Special information programme on the question of Palestine of  
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat   
 

 
The General Assembly,  

Having considered the report of the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People,1  

Taking note in particular of the information 
contained in chapter VI of that report,  

Recalling its resolution 60/38 of 1 December 
2005,  

Convinced that the worldwide dissemination 
of accurate and comprehensive information 
and the role of civil society organizations 
and institutions remain of vital importance 

in heightening awareness of and support for 
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people,  

Recalling the mutual recognition between 
the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, the 
representative of the Palestinian people, as 
well as the existing agreements between the 
two sides and the need for full compliance 
with those agreements,  

Recalling also the Quartet road map to a 
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,2  
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Recalling further the advisory opinion 
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International 
Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences 
of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory,3  

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a 
permanent responsibility towards the 
question of Palestine until the question is 
resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory 
manner in accordance with international 
legitimacy,  

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken 
by the Department of Public Information of 
the Secretariat in compliance with resolution 
60/38;  

2. Considers that the special information 
programme on the question of Palestine of 
the Department is very useful in raising the 
awareness of the international community 
concerning the question of Palestine and the 
situation in the Middle East and that the 
programme is contributing effectively to an 
atmosphere conducive to dialogue and 
supportive of the peace process;  

3. Requests the Department, in full 
cooperation and coordination with the 
Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, 
to continue, with the necessary flexibility as 
may be required by developments affecting 
the question of Palestine, its special 
information programme for the biennium 
2006-2007, in particular:  

(a) To disseminate information on all 
the activities of the United Nations system 
relating to the question of Palestine, 

including reports on the work carried out by 
the relevant United Nations organizations;  

(b) To continue to issue and update 
publications on the various aspects of the 
question of Palestine in all fields, including 
materials concerning the recent 
developments in that regard, in particular the 
efforts for peace;  

(c) To expand its collection of audio-
visual material on the question of Palestine 
and to continue the production and 
preservation of such material and the 
updating of the exhibit in the Secretariat;  

(d) To organize and promote fact-
finding news missions for journalists to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem;  

(e) To organize international, 
regional and national seminars or encounters 
for journalists, aiming in particular at 
sensitizing public opinion to the question of 
Palestine;  

(f) To continue to provide assistance 
to the Palestinian people in the field of 
media development, in particular to 
strengthen the annual training programme 
for Palestinian broadcasters and journalists. 

 
Notes 

 

1Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/61/35). 
2S/2003/529,annex.  
3See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
 
Adopted 01/12/2006 

  
 

******************************************* 
 
Vote on Question of Palestine Information Programme 
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The draft resolution on special information of the United Nations Department of Public 
Information programme on the question of Palestine (document A/61/L.33) was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 157 in favour to 7 against, with 9 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, 
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, 
Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, 
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia. 
 
Against:  Australia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, 
United States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Canada, Fiji, Malawi, Moldova, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Uganda, 
Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Tuvalu, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Zimbabwe. 
 
/... 
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UNITED  

NATIONS  A 

 

 

General Assembly Distr. 
LIMITED 

  A/61/L.34 
A/RES/61/25 
24 November 2006 
 
Original: English 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda item 14 
Question of Palestine 

 

 
Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, 
Zimbabwe and Palestine: draft resolution 
 
Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine 
 
The General Assembly, 
 
Recalling its relevant resolutions, including 
those adopted by its tenth emergency special 
session, 
 
Recalling also its resolution 58/292 of 6 
May 2004, 
 
Recalling further relevant Security Council 
resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967) 
of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22 
October 1973, 1397 (2002) of 12 March 
2002, 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003 
and 1544 (2004) of 19 May 2004, 
 
Welcoming the affirmation by the Security 
Council of the vision of a region where two 
States, Israel and Palestine, live side by side 
within secure and recognized borders, 
 
Noting with concern that it has been fifty-
nine years since the adoption of resolution 

181 (II) of 29 November 1947 and thirty-
nine years since the occupation of 
Palestinian territory, including East 
Jerusalem, in 1967,  
 
Having considered the report of the 
Secretary-General submitted pursuant to the 
request made in its resolution 60/39 of 1 
December 2005,1 
 
Reaffirming the permanent responsibility of 
the United Nations with regard to the 
question of Palestine until the question is 
resolved in all its aspects in accordance with 
international law, 
 
Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 
9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice on the Legal Consequences of the 
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory,2 and recalling also its 
resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004, 
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Convinced that achieving a just, final and 
peaceful settlement of the question of 
Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, is imperative for the attainment of 
comprehensive and lasting peace and 
stability in the Middle East, 
Aware that the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples is among the 
purposes and principles enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations,  
 
Affirming the principle of the inadmissibility 
of the acquisition of territory by war, 
Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 
October 1970, 
 
Reaffirming the illegality of the Israeli 
settlements in the Palestinian territory 
occupied since 1967, 
 
Reaffirming also the illegality of Israeli 
actions aimed at changing the status of 
Jerusalem, including measures such as the 
so-called E1 plan and all other unilateral 
measures aimed at altering the status of the 
city and the territory as a whole, 
 
Reaffirming further that the construction by 
Israel, the occupying Power, of a wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in 
and around East Jerusalem, and its 
associated regime, are contrary to 
international law, 
 
Deeply concerned about the continued 
imposition by Israel, the occupying Power, 
of closures and severe restrictions on the 
movement of persons and goods throughout 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, including, inter 
alia, via the establishment of hundreds of 
Israeli checkpoints and the transformation of 
several of these checkpoints into structures 
akin to permanent border crossings, which 
are destroying the territorial contiguity of 
the Territory, causing serious humanitarian 

hardship and severely undermining efforts to 
rehabilitate and develop the Palestinian 
economy, 
 
Affirming once again the right of all States 
in the region to live in peace within secure 
and internationally recognized borders,  
 
Recalling the mutual recognition between 
the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, the 
representative of the Palestinian people,3 
and the agreements concluded between the 
two sides and the need for full compliance 
with those agreements, 
  
Recalling also the endorsement by the 
Security Council, in resolution 1515 (2003), 
of the Quartet road map to a permanent two-
State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict,4 and stressing the urgent need for 
its implementation and compliance with its 
provisions, 
 
Emphasizing the need for the Security 
Council to take a more active role, in 
accordance with its authority under the 
Charter and its responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and 
security, in the efforts to achieve a peaceful 
settlement of the question of Palestine, 
 
Welcoming the important contribution to the 
peace process of the United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process and Personal Representative of the 
Secretary-General to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization 
and the Palestinian Authority, including in 
the framework of the activities of the 
Quartet, 
 
Welcoming and strongly encouraging the 
convening of international donor meetings, 
as well as the establishment of international 
mechanisms to provide assistance to the 
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Palestinian people, particularly during this 
critical period of humanitarian hardship and 
financial crisis being endured by the 
Palestinian people,  
 
Recognizing the efforts being undertaken by 
the Palestinian Authority, with international 
support, to rebuild, reform and strengthen its 
damaged institutions, and emphasizing the 
need to preserve the institutions and 
infrastructure of the Palestinian Authority, 
 
Expressing its concern over the tragic events 
that have occurred in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, since 28 September 2000, 
including the large number of deaths and 
injuries, mostly among Palestinian civilians, 
the widespread destruction of public and 
private Palestinian property and 
infrastructure, the internal displacement of 
civilians, and the steep deterioration of the 
socio-economic and humanitarian conditions 
of the Palestinian people, 
 
Expressing its grave concern over the 
repeated military actions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory and the reoccupation of 
Palestinian population centres by the Israeli 
occupying forces, and emphasizing in this 
regard the need for the implementation of 
the Sharm el-Sheikh understandings, 
 
Expressing its grave concern in particular 
over the large-scale military assaults carried 
out by Israel, the occupying Power, in recent 
months in the Gaza Strip, which have caused 
extensive loss of Palestinian civilian life, 
including among children, 
 
Emphasizing the importance of the safety 
and well-being of all civilians in the whole 
Middle East region, and condemning all acts 
of violence and terror against civilians on 
both sides, including the suicide bombings, 

the extrajudicial executions and the 
excessive use of force, 
 
Noting the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the importance of the 
dismantlement of the settlements therein as a 
step towards the implementation of the road 
map, 
 
Stressing the urgent need for sustained and 
active international involvement, including 
by the Quartet, to support both parties in 
revitalizing the peace process towards the 
resumption and acceleration of direct 
negotiations between the parties for the 
achievement of a just and final peace 
settlement, in accordance with the road map, 
 
Welcoming the initiatives and efforts 
undertaken by civil society in pursuit of a 
peaceful settlement of the question of 
Palestine,  
 
Taking note of the findings by the 
International Court of Justice, in its advisory 
opinion, including on the urgent necessity 
for the United Nations as a whole to 
redouble its efforts to bring the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, which continues to pose 
a threat to international peace and security, 
to a speedy conclusion, thereby establishing 
a just and lasting peace in the region,  
 
1. Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a 
peaceful settlement of the question of 
Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, in all its aspects, and of intensifying 
all efforts towards that end; 
 
2. Also reaffirms its full support for the 
Middle East peace process, which began in 
Madrid, and the existing agreements 
between the Israeli and Palestinian sides, 
stresses the necessity for the establishment 
of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in 
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the Middle East, and welcomes in this 
regard the ongoing efforts of 
the Quartet; 
 
3. Welcomes the Arab Peace Initiative 
adopted by the Council of the League of 
Arab States at its fourteenth session, held in 
Beirut on 27 and 28 March 2002;5  
 
4. Encourages the Security Council in 
particular, in line with its authority and 
responsibilities under the Charter of the 
United Nations, to become more active in 
the efforts towards achieving a peaceful 
settlement of the question of Palestine and to 
engage the Quartet in this regard; 
 
5. Calls upon the parties themselves, with 
the support of the Quartet and other 
concerned parties, to exert all efforts 
necessary to halt the deterioration of the 
situation, to reverse all measures taken on 
the ground since 28 September 2000, and to 
immediately resume direct peace 
negotiations towards the conclusion of a 
final peaceful settlement; 
 
6. Calls upon the international community, 
including the Quartet, to take immediate 
steps, including confidence-building 
measures between the parties, aimed at 
supporting a resumption of peace 
negotiations and the revival of the peace 
process; 
 
7. Stresses the need for a speedy end to the 
reoccupation of Palestinian population 
centres and for the complete cessation of all 
acts of violence, including military attacks, 
destruction and acts of terror; 
 
8. Also stresses the need for the immediate 
implementation of the Sharm el-Sheikh 
understandings; 
 

9. Calls upon both parties to fulfil their 
obligations in respect of the implementation 
of the road map4 by taking parallel and 
reciprocal steps in this regard, and stresses 
the importance and urgency of establishing a 
credible and 
effective third-party monitoring mechanism, 
including all members of the Quartet; 
 
10. Notes the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the dismantlement of the 
settlements therein as a step towards the 
implementation of the road map; 
 
11. Emphasizes the need for the parties, with 
the help of the international community, to 
speedily and fully resolve all remaining 
issues in the Gaza Strip, including a durable 
arrangement for the border crossings, the 
airport, the 
construction of the seaport, the removal of 
the rubble and the establishment of a 
permanent physical link between the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, and also  
emphasizes in this regard the need for the 
implementation of the Agreement on 
Movement and Access and the Agreed 
Principles for the Rafah Crossing; 
 
12. Demands that Israel, the occupying 
Power, comply strictly with its obligations 
under international law, including 
international humanitarian law, and that it 
cease all of its unlawful and unilateral 
actions in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, that are 
aimed at altering the character and status of 
the Territory, including, inter alia, via the de 
facto annexation of land, and thus at 
prejudging the final outcome of peace 
negotiations; 
 
13. Demands accordingly that Israel, the 
occupying Power, comply with its legal 
obligations under international law, as 
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mentioned in the advisory opinion2 and as 
demanded in resolutions ES-10/13 of 21 
October 2003 and ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 
and, inter alia, that it immediately cease its 
construction of the wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and calls upon all States 
Members of the United Nations to comply 
with their legal obligations, as mentioned in 
the advisory opinion; 
 
14. Reiterates its demand for the complete 
cessation of all Israeli settlement activities in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan, and calls for the full 
implementation of the relevant Security 
Council resolutions; 
 
15. Reaffirms its commitment, in accordance 
with international law, to the two-State 
solution of Israel and Palestine, living side 
by side in peace and security within 
recognized borders, based on the pre-1967 
borders; 
 
16. Stresses the need for:  

(a) The withdrawal of Israel from the 
Palestinian Territory occupied since 1967; 
 

(b) The realization of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
primarily the right to self-
determination and the right to their 
independent State; 
 

17. Also stresses the need for resolving the 
problem of Palestine refugees in conformity 
with its resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 
1948; 
 
18. Urges Member States to expedite the 
provision of economic, humanitarian and 
technical assistance to the Palestinian people 
and the Palestinian Authority during this 
critical period to help to alleviate the 
humanitarian crisis being faced by the 
Palestinian people, rehabilitate the 
Palestinian economy and infrastructure, and 
support the rebuilding, restructuring and 
reform of Palestinian institutions; 
 
19. Requests the Secretary-General to 
continue his efforts with the parties 
concerned, and in consultation with the 
Security Council, towards the attainment of 
a peaceful settlement of the question of 
Palestine and the promotion of peace in the 
region and to submit to the General 
Assembly at its sixty-second session a report 
on these efforts and on developments on this 
matter. 
 
 

Notes 
 
¹ A/61/355-S/2006/748. 
2 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
3 See A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 
4 S/2003/529, annex. 
5 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex II, resolution 14/221. 
 
Adopted 01/12/2006 

 
******************************************* 

 
Vote on Question of Palestine 

 
The draft resolution on the peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine (document 

A/61/L.34) was adopted by a recorded vote of 157 in favour to 7 against, with 10 abstentions, 
as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
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Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, 
Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia. 
 
Against:  Australia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, 
United States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Canada, Côte d’Ivoire, Fiji, Malawi, Moldova, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, 
Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Kiribati, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Tuvalu, United Republic of Tanzania, Zimbabwe. 
 
/... 
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UNITED  

NATIONS  A 

 

 

General Assembly Distr. 
LIMITED 

  A/61/L.35 
A/RES/61/26 
22 November 2006 
 
Original: English 

Sixty-first session 
Agenda item 13 
The situation in the Middle East 

 

 
Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Guinea, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Namibia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen and Palestine: draft resolution  

 
Jerusalem  

 
The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolution 181 (II) of 29 
November 1947, in particular its provisions 
regarding the City of Jerusalem,  

Recalling also its resolution 36/120 E of 10 
December 1981 and all subsequent 
resolutions, including resolution 56/31 of 3 
December 2001, in which it, inter alia, 
determined that all legislative and 
administrative measures and actions taken 
by Israel, the occupying Power, which have 
altered or purported to alter the character 
and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in 
particular the so-called "Basic Law" on 
Jerusalem and the proclamation of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null 
and void and must be rescinded forthwith,  

Recalling further the Security Council 
resolutions relevant to Jerusalem, including 

resolution 478 (1980) of 20 August 1980, in 
which the Council, inter alia, decided not to 
recognize the "Basic Law" on Jerusalem,  

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 
9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice on the Legal Consequences of the 
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory,1 and recalling 
resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,  

Expressing its grave concern about any 
action taken by any body, governmental or 
non-governmental, in violation of the above-
mentioned resolutions,  

Expressing its grave concern in particular 
about the continuation by Israel, the 
occupying Power, of illegal settlement 
activities, including the so-called "E-1 plan", 
and its construction of the wall in and 
around East Jerusalem, and the further 



 20 

isolation of the city from the rest of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, which is 
having a detrimental effect on the lives of 
Palestinians and could prejudge a final status 
agreement on Jerusalem,  

Reaffirming that the international 
community, through the United Nations, has 
a legitimate interest in the question of the 
City of Jerusalem and the protection of the 
unique spiritual, religious and cultural 
dimensions of the city, as foreseen in 
relevant United Nations resolutions on this 
matter,  

Having considered the report of the 
Secretary-General,2  

1. Reiterates its determination that any 
actions taken by Israel, the occupying 
Power, to impose its laws, jurisdiction and 
administration on the Holy City of 
Jerusalem are illegal and therefore null and 
void and have no validity whatsoever, and 
calls upon Israel to cease all such illegal and 
unilateral measures;  

2. Welcomes the decision of those States that 
had established diplomatic missions in 
Jerusalem to withdraw their missions from 
the city, in compliance with Security 
Council resolution 478 (1980);  

3. Stresses that a comprehensive, just and 
lasting solution to the question of the City of 
Jerusalem should take into account the 
legitimate concerns of both the Palestinian 
and Israeli sides and should include 
internationally guaranteed provisions to 
ensure the freedom of religion and of 
conscience of its inhabitants, as well as 
permanent, free and unhindered access to 
the holy places by the people of all religions 
and nationalities;  

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 

Notes  
1See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
2A/61/298. 
 
Adopted 01/12/2006 

 
 

******************************************* 
 
 

Vote on Jerusalem 
 

The draft resolution on Jerusalem (document A/61/L.35) was adopted by a recorded vote 
of 157 in favour to 6 against, with 10 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s 
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Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, 
Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, 
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Australia, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Fiji, Malawi, Moldova, Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Angola, Botswana, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, 
Gabon, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Kiribati, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Tuvalu, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Zimbabwe. 
 
/... 
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United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East - Resolutions 

Assistance to Palestine refugees  - A/RES/61/112 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolution 194 (III) of 11 
December 1948 and all its subsequent 
resolutions on the question, including 
resolution 60/100 of 8 December 2005,  

Recalling also its resolution 302 (IV) of 8 
December 1949, by which, inter alia, it 
established the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East,  

Recalling further relevant Security Council 
resolutions,  

Aware of the fact that, for more than five 
decades, the Palestine refugees have 
suffered from the loss of their homes, lands 
and means of livelihood,  

Affirming the imperative of resolving the 
problem of the Palestine refugees for the 
achievement of justice and for the 
achievement of lasting peace in the region,  

Acknowledging the essential role that the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East has 
played for more than fifty-six years since its 
establishment in ameliorating the plight of 
the Palestine refugees in the fields of 
education, health and relief and social 
services,  

Taking note of the report of the 
Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East covering 

the period from 1 January to 31 December 
2005,1  

Aware of the continuing needs of the 
Palestine refugees throughout all the fields 
of operation, namely, Jordan, Lebanon, the 
Syrian Arab Republic and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory,  

Expressing grave concern at the especially 
difficult situation of the Palestine refugees 
under occupation, including with regard to 
their safety, well-being and living 
conditions,  

Noting the signing of the Declaration of 
Principles on Interim Self-Government 
Arrangements on 13 September 1993 by the 
Government of Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization2 and the subsequent 
implementation agreements,  

Aware of the important role to be played in 
the peace process by the Multilateral 
Working Group on Refugees of the Middle 
East peace process,  

1. Notes with regret that repatriation or 
compensation of the refugees, as provided 
for in paragraph 11 of General Assembly 
resolution 194 (III), has not yet been 
effected, that, therefore, the situation of the 
Palestine refugees continues to be a matter 
of grave concern and that the Palestine 
refugees continue to require assistance to 
meet basic health, education and living 
needs;  
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2. Also notes with regret that the United 
Nations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine has been unable to find a means of 
achieving progress in the implementation of 
paragraph 11 of General Assembly 
resolution 194 (III), and reiterates its request 
to the Conciliation Commission to exert 
continued efforts towards the 
implementation of that paragraph and to 
report to the Assembly as appropriate, but 
no later than 1 September 2007;  

3. Affirms the necessity for the continuation 
of the work of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East and the importance of its 
unimpeded operation and its provision of 
services for the well-being of the Palestine 
refugees and for the stability of the region, 

pending the just resolution of the question of 
the Palestine refugees;  

4. Calls upon all donors to continue to make 
the most generous efforts possible to meet 
the anticipated needs of the Agency, 
including with regard to increased 
expenditures arising from the deteriorating 
socio-economic and humanitarian situation 
in the region, particularly in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, and those mentioned 
in recent emergency appeals.  

______________ 
1Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/61/13). 
2A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 

Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
******************************************* 

 
 

Vote on Palestine Refugees 
 

The draft resolution on assistance to Palestine refugees (document A/61/407) was 
adopted by a recorded vote of 173 in favour to 1 against, with 10 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, 
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei 
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, 
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
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Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, United States, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Somalia, 
Swaziland. 
 
/... 
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Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities - A/RES/61/113 
 
 
 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 
July 1967, 2341 B (XXII) of 19 December 
1967 and all subsequent related resolutions,  

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 
237 (1967) of 14 June 1967 and 259 (1968) 
of 27 September 1968,  

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-
General submitted in pursuance of its 
resolution 60/101 of 8 December 2005,1  

Taking note also of the report of the 
Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East covering 
the period from 1 January to 31 December 
2005,2  

Concerned about the continuing human 
suffering resulting from the June 1967 and 
subsequent hostilities,  

Taking note of the relevant provisions of the 
Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements of 13 September 
19933 with regard to the modalities for the 
admission of persons displaced in 1967, and 
concerned that the process agreed upon has 
not yet been effected,  

1. Reaffirms the right of all persons 
displaced as a result of the June 1967 and 
subsequent hostilities to return to their 
homes or former places of residence in the 
territories occupied by Israel since 1967;  

2. Expresses deep concern that the 
mechanism agreed upon by the parties in 
article XII of the Declaration of Principles 
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements 
of 13 September 19933 on the return of 
displaced persons has not been complied 
with, and stresses the necessity for an 
accelerated return of displaced persons;  

3. Endorses, in the meanwhile, the efforts of 
the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East to 
continue to provide humanitarian assistance, 
as far as practicable, on an emergency basis, 
and as a temporary measure, to persons in 
the area who are currently displaced and in 
serious need of continued assistance as a 
result of the June 1967 and subsequent 
hostilities;  

4. Strongly appeals to all Governments and 
to organizations and individuals to 
contribute generously to the Agency and to 
the other intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned for 
the above-mentioned purposes;  

5. Requests the Secretary-General, after 
consulting with the Commissioner-General, 
to report to the General Assembly before its 
sixty-second session on the progress made 
with regard to the implementation of the 
present resolution. 
 __________ 
1A/61/358. 
2Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/61/13). 
3A/48/486-S/26560, annex.  
Adopted 14/12/2006 
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Vote on Displaced Persons 

 
The draft resolution on persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent 

hostilities (document A/61/407) was adopted by a recorded vote of 170 in favour to 6 against, 
with 8 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, 
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei 
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, 
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of 
Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San 
Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-
Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Côte d’Ivoire, Fiji, Malawi, Papua New Guinea, Swaziland, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, 
Somalia. 
/... 
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Operations of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency  for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East - A/RES/61/114 

 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolutions 194 (III) of 11 
December 1948, 212 (III) of 19 November 
1948, 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949 and all 
subsequent related resolutions, including its 
resolution 60/102 of 8 December 2005,  

Recalling also the relevant Security Council 
resolutions,  

Having considered the report of the 
Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East covering 
the period from 1 January to 31 December 
2005,1  

Taking note of the letter dated 28 September 
2006 from the Chairperson of the Advisory 
Commission of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East addressed to the 
Commissioner-General,2  

Deeply concerned about the critical financial 
situation of the Agency, as well as about the 
rising expenditures of the Agency resulting 
from the deterioration of the socio-economic 
and humanitarian conditions in the region 
and their significant negative impact on the 
provision of necessary Agency services to 
the Palestine refugees, including its 
emergency-related and development 
programmes,  

Recalling Articles 100, 104 and 105 of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the 

Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations,3  

Recalling also the Convention on the Safety 
of United Nations and Associated 
Personnel,4  

Affirming the applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 
August 1949,5 to the Palestinian territory 
occupied since 1967, including East 
Jerusalem,  

Aware of the continuing needs of the 
Palestine refugees throughout the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory and in the other fields 
of operation, namely Jordan, Lebanon and 
the Syrian Arab Republic,  

Gravely concerned about the extremely 
difficult living conditions being faced by the 
Palestine refugees in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, particularly in the refugee camps 
in the Gaza Strip, resulting, inter alia, from 
the loss of life and injury, the extensive 
destruction of their shelters, properties and 
vital infrastructure and the displacement of 
the Palestine refugees,  

Aware of the extraordinary efforts being 
undertaken by the Agency for the repair or 
rebuilding of thousands of damaged or 
destroyed refugee shelters and for the 
provision of shelter for those refugee 
families internally displaced as a result of 
recent Israeli military actions,  
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Aware also of the valuable work done by the 
refugee affairs officers of the Agency in 
providing protection to the Palestinian 
people, in particular Palestine refugees,  

Gravely concerned about the endangerment 
of the safety of the Agency's staff and about 
the damage caused to the facilities of the 
Agency as a result of Israeli military 
operations during the reporting period,  

Deploring the killing of fourteen Agency 
staff members by the Israeli occupying 
forces in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
since September 2000 and of one Agency 
staff member by the Israeli air force in 
Lebanon in August 2006,  

Deploring also the killing and wounding of 
refugee children, including in the Agency's 
schools, by the Israeli occupying forces,  

Expressing deep concern about the policies 
of closure and severe restrictions that 
continue to be imposed on the movement of 
persons and goods throughout the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, as well as the continued 
construction of the wall, contrary to 
international law, in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including in and 
around East Jerusalem, which have had a 
grave impact on the socio-economic 
situation of the Palestine refugees and have 
greatly contributed to the dire humanitarian 
crisis facing the Palestinian people,  

Deeply concerned about the continuing 
imposition of restrictions on the freedom of 
movement of the Agency's staff, vehicles 
and goods, and the harassment and 
intimidation of the Agency's staff, which 
undermine and obstruct the work of the 
Agency, including its ability to provide its 
essential basic and emergency services,  

Recalling the signing, on 13 September 
1993, of the Declaration of Principles on 
Interim Self-Government Arrangements by 
the Government of Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization6 and the subsequent 
implementation agreements,  

Aware of the agreement between the Agency 
and the Government of Israel,  

Taking note of the agreement reached on 24 
June 1994, embodied in an exchange of 
letters between the Agency and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization,7  

Recalling the Geneva Conference convened 
by the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East and the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation on 7 and 8 June 2004 to 
increase support for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency,  

1. Expresses its appreciation to the 
Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, as well 
as to all of the staff of the Agency, for their 
tireless efforts and valuable work, 
particularly in the light of the difficult 
conditions during the past year;  

2. Also expresses its appreciation to the 
Advisory Commission of the Agency, and 
requests it to continue its efforts and to keep 
the General Assembly informed of its 
activities;  

3. Takes note with appreciation of the report 
of the Working Group on the Financing of 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East8 and the efforts of the Working Group 
to assist in ensuring the financial security of 
the Agency, and requests the Secretary-
General to provide the necessary services 
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and assistance to the Working Group for the 
conduct of its work;  

4. Commends the continuing efforts of the 
Commissioner-General to increase the 
budgetary transparency and efficiency of the 
Agency, as reflected in the Agency's 
programme budget for the biennium 2006-
2007;9  

5. Also commends the organizational reform 
measures taken by the Agency to modernize 
and strengthen its management aimed at 
enhancing its ability to address the needs of 
the Palestine refugees;  

6. Endorses, meanwhile, the efforts of the 
Commissioner-General to continue to 
provide humanitarian assistance, as far as 
practicable, on an emergency basis, and as a 
temporary measure, to persons in the area 
who are internally displaced and in serious 
need of continued assistance as a result of 
recent incursions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory and hostilities in 
Lebanon;  

7. Acknowledges the important support 
provided by the host Governments to the 
Agency in the discharge of its duties;  

8. Encourages the Agency's further 
consideration of the needs and rights of 
children in its operations in accordance with 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child;10  

9. Expresses concern about the temporary 
relocation of the international staff of the 
Agency from its headquarters in Gaza City 
and the disruption of operations at the 
headquarters;  

10. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
to comply fully with the provisions of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the 

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949;5  

11. Also calls upon Israel to abide by 
Articles 100, 104 and 105 of the Charter of 
the United Nations and the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the United 
Nations3 in order to ensure the safety of the 
personnel of the Agency, the protection of 
its institutions and the safeguarding of the 
security of its facilities in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem;  

12. Urges the Government of Israel to 
speedily compensate the Agency for damage 
to its property and facilities resulting from 
actions by the Israeli side and to 
expeditiously reimburse the Agency for port 
and related charges, including storage, 
demurrage and transit charges, incurred by 
the Agency and other financial losses 
sustained by the Agency as a result of delays 
and restrictions on movement and access 
imposed by Israel;  

13. Calls upon Israel particularly to cease 
obstructing the movement of the staff, 
vehicles and supplies of the Agency and to 
cease the levying of extra fees and charges, 
which affect the Agency's operations 
detrimentally;  

14. Requests the Commissioner-General to 
proceed with the issuance of identification 
cards for Palestine refugees and their 
descendants in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory;  

15. Affirms that the functioning of the 
Agency remains essential in all the fields of 
operation;  

16. Notes the success of the Agency's 
microfinance and microenterprise 
programmes, and calls upon the Agency, in 
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close cooperation with the relevant agencies, 
to continue to contribute to the development 
of the economic and social stability of the 
Palestine refugees in all the fields of 
operation;  

17. Reiterates its request to the 
Commissioner-General to proceed with the 
modernization of the archives of the Agency 
through the Palestine Refugee Records 
Project, and to indicate progress in her 
report to the General Assembly at its sixty-
second session;  

18. Reiterates its previous appeals to all 
States, specialized agencies and non-
governmental organizations to continue and 
to augment the special allocations for grants 
and scholarships for higher education to 
Palestine refugees in addition to their 
contributions to the regular budget of the 
Agency and to contribute to the 
establishment of vocational training centres 
for Palestine refugees, and requests the 
Agency to act as the recipient and trustee for 
the special allocations for grants and 
scholarships;  

19. Urges all States, specialized agencies 
and non-governmental organizations to 
continue and to increase their contributions 
to the Agency so as to ease the ongoing 
financial constraints, exacerbated by the 
current humanitarian situation on the ground 
that has resulted in rising expenditures, in 
particular with regard to emergency 
services, and to support the Agency's 
valuable and necessary work in assisting the 
Palestine refugees in all fields of operation.  

___________ 
1Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/61/13). 
2Ibid., p. viii. 
3Resolution 22 A (I). 
4United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2051, No. 35457. 
5Ibid., vol. 75, No. 973.  
6A/48/486-S/26560, annex.  
7Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-
ninth Session, Supplement No. 13 (A/49/13), annex I. 
8A/61/347. 
9Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtieth 
Session, Supplement No. 13 A (A/60/13/Add.1). 
10United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 
27531. 
 
Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
 

******************************************* 
 

Vote on UNRWA Operations 
 

The draft resolution on operations of the UNRWA (document A/61/407) was adopted by 
a recorded vote of 169 in favour to 6 against, with 8 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, 
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
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Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San 
Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-
Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Swaziland, Tuvalu, Uganda, 
Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Angola, Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Seychelles, Somalia. 
 
/... 
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Palestine refugees' properties and their revenues - A/RES/61/115 
 
The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolutions 194 (III) of 11 
December 1948 and 36/146 C of 16 
December 1981 and all its subsequent 
resolutions on the question,  

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-
General submitted in pursuance of 
resolution 60/103 of 8 December 2005,1  

Taking note also of the report of the United 
Nations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine for the period from 1 September 
2005 to 31 August 2006,2  

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights3 and the principles of 
international law uphold the principle that 
no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or 
her property,  

Recalling in particular its resolution 394 (V) 
of 14 December 1950, in which it directed 
the Conciliation Commission, in 
consultation with the parties concerned, to 
prescribe measures for the protection of the 
rights, property and interests of the Palestine 
refugees,  

Noting the completion of the programme of 
identification and evaluation of Arab 
property, as announced by the Conciliation 
Commission in its twenty-second progress 
report,4 and the fact that the Land Office had 
a schedule of Arab owners and a file of 
documents defining the location, area and 
other particulars of Arab property,  

Expressing its appreciation for the work 
done to preserve and modernize the existing 

records, including the land records, of the 
Conciliation Commission and the 
importance of such records for a just 
resolution of the plight of the Palestine 
refugees in conformity with resolution 194 
(III),  

Recalling that, in the framework of the 
Middle East peace process, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the 
Government of Israel agreed, in the 
Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements of 13 September 
1993,5 to commence negotiations on 
permanent status issues, including the 
important issue of the refugees,  

1. Reaffirms that the Palestine refugees are 
entitled to their property and to the income 
derived therefrom, in conformity with the 
principles of equity and justice;  

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all 
appropriate steps, in consultation with the 
United Nations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine, for the protection of Arab 
property, assets and property rights in Israel;  

3. Calls once again upon Israel to render all 
facilities and assistance to the Secretary-
General in the implementation of the present 
resolution;  

4. Calls upon all the parties concerned to 
provide the Secretary-General with any 
pertinent information in their possession 
concerning Arab property, assets and 
property rights in Israel that would assist 
him in the implementation of the present 
resolution;  
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5. Urges the Palestinian and Israeli sides, as 
agreed between them, to deal with the 
important issue of Palestine refugees' 
properties and their revenues within the 
framework of the final status negotiations of 
the Middle East peace process;  

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session on the implementation of the present 
resolution.  

_____________ 
1A/61/278. 
2See A/61/172. 
3Resolution 217 A (III).  
4Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Nineteenth Session, Annexes, Annex No. 
11,document A/5700.  
5A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 
 
Adopted 14/12/2006 

************************ 
 

Vote on Refugees’ Properties 
 

The draft resolution on Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues (document 
A/61/407) was adopted by a recorded vote of 170 in favour to 6 against, with 8 abstentions, 
as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, 
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, 
Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, 
Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon 
Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, 
Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Fiji, Malawi, Papua New Guinea, Swaziland, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Somalia. 
/... 



 34 

Work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories  - A/RES/61/116 

 

The General Assembly,  

Guided by the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations,  

Guided also by international humanitarian 
law, in particular the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,1 as well 
as international standards of human rights, 
in particular the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 2 and the International 
Covenants on Human Rights,3  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including 
resolutions 2443 (XXIII) of 19 December 
1968 and 60/104 of 8 December 2005, and 
the relevant resolutions of the Commission 
on Human Rights and the Human Rights 
Council,  

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the 
Security Council,  

Taking into account the advisory opinion 
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International 
Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences 
of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory ,4 and 
recalling in this regard General Assembly 
resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,  

Convinced that occupation itself represents a 
gross and grave violation of human rights,  

Gravely concerned about the continuing 
detrimental impact of the events that have 
taken place since 28 September 2000, 
including the excessive use of force by the 
Israeli occupying forces against Palestinian 

civilians, resulting in thousands of deaths 
and injuries, the widespread destruction of 
property and vital infrastructure and the 
internal displacement of civilians,  

Having considered the report of the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories5 and the relevant 
reports of the Secretary-General,6  

Recalling the Declaration of Principles on 
Interim Self-Government Arrangements of 
13 September 19937 and the subsequent 
implementation agreements between the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides,  

Welcoming the free and democratic 
Palestinian Legislative Council elections 
that took place on 25 January 2006 and 
welcoming also the efforts to form a 
national unity government working towards 
a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, based on relevant 
United Nations resolutions and the 
agreements concluded between the two 
sides,  

Expressing the hope that the Israeli 
occupation will be brought to an early and 
complete end and that therefore the violation 
of the human rights of the Palestinian people 
will cease, and recalling in this regard its 
resolution 58/292 of 6 May 2004,  

1. Commends the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and 
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories for 
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its efforts in performing the tasks assigned 
to it by the General Assembly and for its 
impartiality;  

2. Reiterates its demand that Israel, the 
occupying Power, cooperate, in line with its 
obligations as a State Member of the United 
Nations, with the Special Committee in 
implementing its mandate;  

3. Deplores those policies and practices of 
Israel that violate the human rights of the 
Palestinian people and other Arabs of the 
occupied territories, as reflected in the report 
of the Special Committee covering the 
reporting period; 5  

4. Expresses grave concern about the critical 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, since 28 
September 2000, as a result of unlawful 
Israeli practices and measures, and 
especially condemns all Israeli settlement 
activities and the construction of the wall, as 
well as the excessive and indiscriminate use 
of force against the civilian population, 
including extrajudicial executions;  

5. Welcomes the free and democratic 
Palestinian Legislative Council elections 
that took place on 25 January 2006 and 
welcomes also the efforts to form a national 
unity government working towards a 
peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, based on relevant United Nations 
resolutions and the agreements concluded 
between the two sides;  

6. Requests the Special Committee, pending 
complete termination of the Israeli 
occupation, to continue to investigate Israeli 
policies and practices in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967, especially 
Israeli violations of the Geneva Convention 

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 1 and to 
consult, as appropriate, with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
according to its regulations in order to 
ensure that the welfare and human rights of 
the peoples of the occupied territories are 
safeguarded and to report to the Secretary-
General as soon as possible and whenever 
the need arises thereafter;  

7. Also requests the Special Committee to 
submit regularly to the Secretary-General 
periodic reports on the current situation in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem;  

8. Further requests the Special Committee 
to continue to investigate the treatment of 
the thousands of prisoners and detainees in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and other Arab 
territories occupied by Israel since 1967;  

9. Requests the Secretary-General:  

(a) To provide the Special Committee with 
all necessary facilities, including those 
required for its visits to the occupied 
territories, so that it may investigate Israeli 
policies and practices referred to in the 
present resolution;  

(b) To continue to make available such staff 
as may be necessary to assist the Special 
Committee in the performance of its tasks;  

(c) To circulate regularly to Member States 
the periodic reports mentioned in paragraph 
7 above;  

(d) To ensure the widest circulation of the 
reports of the Special Committee and of 
information regarding its activities and 
findings, by all means available, through the 
Department of Public Information of the 
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Secretariat and, where necessary, to reprint 
those reports of the Special Committee that 
are no longer available;  

(e) To report to the General Assembly at its 
sixty-second session on the tasks entrusted 
to him in the present resolution;  

10. Decides to include in the provisional 
agenda of its sixty-second session the item 
entitled "Report of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 

Human Rights of the Palestinian People and 
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories".  

______________ 
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973. 
2 Resolution 217 A (III). 
3 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
4 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
5 See A/61/500. 
6 A/61/327-331. 
7A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 

Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
 

************************ 
 
Vote on Work of Special Committee 

 
The draft resolution on the work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 

affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories (document A/61/408) was adopted by a recorded vote of 90 in favour to 9 against, 
with 81 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, 
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syria, Tajikistan, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, 
Palau, Tuvalu, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, 
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Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, The 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tonga, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uruguay, 
Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Angola, Burkina Faso, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Somalia, Timor-Leste. 
 

/... 
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Applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab territories - A/RES/61/117 

 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including 
its resolution 60/105 of 8 December 2005,  

Recalling also its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 
July 2004,  

Bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of 
the Security Council,  

Recalling the Regulations annexed to the 
Hague Convention IV of 1907,1 the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 
August 1949,2 and relevant provisions of 
customary law, including those codified in 
Additional Protocol I,3 to the four Geneva 
Conventions,4  

Having considered the report of the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories5 and the relevant 
reports of the Secretary-General,6  

Considering that the promotion of respect 
for the obligations arising from the Charter 
of the United Nations and other instruments 
and rules of international law is among the 
basic purposes and principles of the United 
Nations,  

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 
9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice,7 and also recalling General 
Assembly resolution ES-10/15,8  

Noting in particular the Court's reply, 
including that the Fourth Geneva 
Convention2 is applicable in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and that Israel is in breach of 
several of the provisions of the Convention,  

Noting the convening, on 15 July 1999, of a 
Conference of High Contracting Parties to 
the Fourth Geneva Convention on measures 
to enforce the Convention in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and to ensure respect thereof in 
accordance with article 1 common to the 
four Geneva Conventions, and stressing the 
importance of the Declaration adopted by 
the reconvened Conference on 5 December 
2001 and the need for the parties to follow 
up the implementation of the Declaration,  

Welcoming and encouraging the initiatives 
by States parties to the Convention, both 
individually and collectively, according to 
article 1 common to the four Geneva 
Conventions, aimed at ensuring respect for 
the Convention,  

Stressing that Israel, the occupying Power, 
should comply strictly with its obligations 
under international law, including 
international humanitarian law,  

1. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 2 is 
applicable to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967;  
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2. Demands that Israel accept the de jure 
applicability of the Convention in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967, and that it 
comply scrupulously with the provisions of 
the Convention;  

3. Calls upon all High Contracting Parties to 
the Convention, in accordance with article 1 
common to the four Geneva Conventions 4 
and as mentioned in the advisory opinion of 
the International Court of Justice of 9 July 
2004, 7 to continue to exert all efforts to 
ensure respect for its provisions by Israel, 
the occupying Power, in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967;  

4. Reiterates the need for speedy 
implementation of the relevant 
recommendations contained in the 
resolutions adopted by the General 

Assembly at its tenth emergency special 
session, including resolution ES-10/15, with 
regard to ensuring respect by Israel, the 
occupying Power, for the provisions of the 
Convention;  

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session on the implementation of the present 
resolution.  

_____________ 
1See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 
and 1907 (New York, Oxford University Press, 
1915). 
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973. 
3 Ibid., vol. 1125, No. 17512. 
4 Ibid., vol. 75, Nos. 970-973. 
5 See A/61/500. 
6 A/61/327-331. 
7 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 

Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
 

************************ 
 
Vote on Applicability of Geneva Convention 

 
The draft resolution on the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the 

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab territories (document A/61/408) 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 165 in favour to 7 against, with 10 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, 
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Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, Tuvalu, 
United States. 
 
Abstain:  Angola, Australia, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Malawi, Papua 
New Guinea, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Rwanda, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Somalia, Swaziland. 
 

/... 
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Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan - A/RES/61/118 

 

The General Assembly,  

Guided by the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, and affirming the 
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 
by force,  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including 
resolution 60/106 of 8 December 2005, as 
well as those resolutions adopted at its tenth 
emergency special session,  

Recalling also relevant Security Council 
resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967) 
of 22 November 1967, 446 (1979) of 22 
March 1979, 465 (1980) of 1 March 1980, 
476 (1980) of 30 June 1980, 478 (1980) of 
20 August 1980, 497 (1981) of 17 December 
1981 and 904 (1994) of 18 March 1994,  

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 
August 1949,1 to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and to 
the occupied Syrian Golan,  

Considering that the transfer by the 
occupying Power of parts of its own civilian 
population into the territory it occupies 
constitutes a breach of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention 1 and relevant provisions of 
customary law, including those codified in 
Additional Protocol I 2 to the Geneva 
Conventions,3  

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 
9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice on the Legal Consequences of the 
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory ,4 and recalling also 

General Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 
20 July 2004,  

Noting that the International Court of Justice 
concluded that "the Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (including 
East Jerusalem) have been established in 
breach of international law",5  

Taking note of the recent report of the 
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights 
Council on the situation of human rights in 
the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967,6  

Recalling the Declaration of Principles on 
Interim Self-Government Arrangements of 
13 September 19937 and the subsequent 
implementation agreements between the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides,  

Recalling also the Quartet road map to a 
permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,8 and noting specifically 
its call for a freeze on all settlement activity,  

Aware that Israeli settlement activities 
involve, inter alia, the transfer of nationals 
of the occupying Power into the occupied 
territories, the confiscation of land, the 
exploitation of natural resources and other 
illegal actions against the Palestinian 
civilian population,  

Bearing in mind the detrimental impact of 
Israeli settlement policies, decisions and 
activities on efforts to achieve peace in the 
Middle East,  

Expressing grave concern about the 
continuation by Israel, the occupying Power, 



 42 

of settlement activities, including in and 
around East Jerusalem, in violation of 
international humanitarian law, relevant 
United Nations resolutions and the 
agreements reached between the parties, and 
concerned in particular about the 
construction and expansion of the 
settlements in Jabal Abu-Ghneim and Ras  

Al-Amud in and around Occupied East 
Jerusalem and Israel's intentions to proceed 
with the so-called E-1 plan, aimed at 
connecting its illegal settlements around and 
further isolating Occupied East Jerusalem,  

Expressing grave concern also about the 
continuing unlawful construction by Israel 
of the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including in and around East 
Jerusalem, and expressing its concern in 
particular about the route of the wall in 
departure from the Armistice Line of 1949, 
which could prejudge future negotiations 
and make the two-State solution physically 
impossible to implement and which is 
causing serious humanitarian hardship and a 
serious decline of socio-economic 
conditions for the Palestinian people,  

Deeply concerned that the wall's route has 
been traced in such a way as to include the 
great majority of the Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem,  

Reiterating its opposition to settlement 
activities in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in 
the occupied Syrian Golan and to any 
activities involving the confiscation of land, 
the disruption of the livelihood of protected 
persons and the de facto annexation of land,  

Recalling the need to end all acts of 
violence, including acts of terror, 
provocation, incitement and destruction,  

Gravely concerned about the dangerous 
situation resulting from actions taken by the 
illegal armed Israeli settlers in the occupied 
territory,  

Noting the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the importance of the 
dismantlement of the settlements therein as a 
step towards the implementation of the road 
map,  

Taking note of the relevant reports of the 
Secretary-General,9  

1. Reaffirms that Israeli settlements in the 
Palestinian territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 
are illegal and an obstacle to peace and 
economic and social development;  

2. Calls upon Israel to accept the de jure 
applicability of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 1 to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and to the occupied Syrian 
Golan and to abide scrupulously by the 
provisions of the Convention, in particular 
article 49;  

3. Notes the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the importance of the 
dismantlement of the settlements therein as a 
step towards the implementation of the road 
map; 8  

4. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
in this regard, to comply strictly with its 
obligations under international law, 
including international humanitarian law, 
with respect to the alteration of the character 
and status of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem;  
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5. Emphasizes the need for the parties to 
speedily resolve all remaining issues in the 
Gaza Strip, including the removal of rubble;  

6. Reiterates its demand for the immediate 
and complete cessation of all Israeli 
settlement activities in all of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian 
Golan, and calls for the full implementation 
of the relevant resolutions of the Security 
Council;  

7. Demands that Israel, the occupying 
Power, comply with its legal obligations, as 
mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered 
on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice; 4  

8. Stresses the need for full implementation 
of the relevant Security Council resolutions 
regarding the Israeli settlements, including 
Security Council resolution 904 (1994), in 
which, among other things, the Council 
called upon Israel, the occupying Power, to 
continue to take and implement measures, 
including confiscation of arms, with the aim 
of preventing illegal acts of violence by 

Israeli settlers, and called for measures to be 
taken to guarantee the safety and protection 
of the Palestinian civilians in the occupied 
territory;  

9. Reiterates its calls for the prevention of 
all acts of violence by Israeli settlers, 
especially against Palestinian civilians and 
properties, particularly in the light of recent 
developments;  

10. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session on the implementation of the present 
resolution.  

_____________ 
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973. 
2 Ibid., vol. 1125, No. 17512. 
3 Ibid., vol. 75, Nos. 970-973. 
4 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
5 Ibid., advisory opinion, para. 120. 
6 See A/61/470. 
7 A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 
8 S/2003/529, annex. 
9A/61/327-331 and A/61/500. 

Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
************************ 

 
Vote on Israeli Settlements  

 
The draft resolutions on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan (document A/61/408) was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 162 in favour to 8 against, with 10 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, 
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Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South 
Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Australia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, 
Tuvalu, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, Malawi, Papua 
New Guinea, Tonga, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gambia, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Swaziland. 
 
/... 
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Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem - A/RES/61/119 

 
The General Assembly,  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including 
resolution 60/107 of 8 December 2005, as 
well as those adopted at its tenth emergency 
special session,  

Recalling also the relevant resolutions of the 
Commission on Human Rights and the 
Human Rights Council,  

Bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of 
the Security Council,  

Having considered the report of the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories1and the report of the 
Secretary-General,2  

Taking note of the recent reports of the 
Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights 
Council on the situation of human rights in 
the Palestinian territories occupied since 
1967,3  

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 
9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice,4 and recalling also General 
Assembly resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 
2004,  

Noting in particular the Court's reply, 
including that the construction of the wall 
being built by Israel, the occupying Power, 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including in and around East Jerusalem, and 
its associated regime are contrary to 
international law,  

Recalling the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights,5 the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights5 and the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child,6 and affirming that these human 
rights instruments must be respected in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem,  

Aware of the responsibility of the 
international community to promote human 
rights and ensure respect for international 
law, and recalling in this regard its 
resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,  

Reaffirming the principle of the 
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 
by force,  

Reaffirming also the applicability of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949,7 to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967,  

Reaffirming further the obligation of the 
States parties to the Fourth Geneva 
Convention7 under articles 146, 147 and 148 
with regard to penal sanctions, grave 
breaches and responsibilities of the High 
Contracting Parties,  

Reaffirming that all States have the right and 
the duty to take actions in conformity with 
international law and international 
humanitarian law to counter deadly acts of 
violence against their civilian population in 
order to protect the lives of their citizens,  

Stressing the need for full compliance with 
the Israeli-Palestinian agreements reached 
within the context of the Middle East peace 
process, including the Sharm El-Sheikh 
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understandings, and the implementation of 
the Quartet road map to a permanent two-
State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict,8  

Stressing also the need for the full 
implementation of the Agreement on 
Movement and Access and the Agreed 
Principles for the Rafah Crossing, both of 15 
November 2005, to allow for the freedom of 
movement of the Palestinian civilian 
population within and into and out of the 
Gaza Strip,  

Noting the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the importance of the 
dismantlement of settlements therein as a 
step towards the implementation of the road 
map,  

Expressing grave concern about the 
continuing systematic violation of the 
human rights of the Palestinian people by 
Israel, the occupying Power, including that 
arising from the excessive use of force, the 
use of collective punishment, the 
reoccupation and closure of areas, the 
confiscation of land, the establishment and 
expansion of settlements, the construction of 
the wall inside the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory in departure from the Armistice 
Line of 1949, the destruction of property and 
infrastructure, and all other actions by it 
designed to change the legal status, 
geographical nature and demographic 
composition of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem,  

Gravely concerned about the military 
actions that have been carried out since 28 
September 2000 and that have led to 
thousands of deaths among Palestinian 
civilians, including hundreds of children, 
and tens of thousands of injuries,  

Expressing deep concern about the recent 
deterioration in the humanitarian and 
security situation in the Gaza Strip, 
including that resulting from the 
bombardment against civilian areas, air raids 
and sonic booms, and the firing of rockets 
into Israel, and in particular from the 
military actions carried out by Israel, the 
occupying Power, that endanger the 
Palestinian civilian population, and 
especially deploring the killing of 
Palestinian civilians, including women and 
children, that took place in Beit Hanoun on 
8 November 2006,  

Expressing deep concern also about the vast 
destruction caused by the Israeli occupying 
forces, including of religious, cultural and 
historical sites, of vital infrastructure and 
institutions of the Palestinian Authority, and 
of agricultural land throughout Palestinian 
cities, towns, villages and refugee camps, 
and expressing deep concern about the 
short- and long-term detrimental impact of 
such destruction on the socio-economic and 
humanitarian conditions of the Palestinian 
civilian population,  

Expressing deep concern further about the 
Israeli policy of closure and the severe 
restrictions, including curfews and the 
permit regime, that continue to be imposed 
on the movement of persons and goods, 
including medical and humanitarian 
personnel and goods, throughout the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and the consequent negative 
impact on the socio-economic situation of 
the Palestinian people, which remains that of 
a dire humanitarian crisis,  

Concerned about the continued 
establishment of Israeli checkpoints in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and the transformation of 
several of these checkpoints into structures 



 47 

akin to permanent border crossings inside 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, which 
are severely impairing the territorial 
contiguity of the Territory and severely 
undermining efforts to rehabilitate and 
develop the Palestinian economy,  

Expressing deep concern that thousands of 
Palestinians, including children and women, 
continue to be held in Israeli prisons or 
detention centres under harsh conditions that 
impair their well-being, and expressing 
concern about the ill treatment and 
harassment of any of the Palestinian 
prisoners and all reports of torture,  

Convinced of the need for an international 
presence to monitor the situation, to 
contribute to ending the violence and 
protecting the Palestinian civilian population 
and to help the parties implement the 
agreements reached and, in this regard, 
recalling the positive contribution of the 
Temporary International Presence in 
Hebron,  

Welcoming the Palestinian truce initiative 
and its acceptance by Israel that came into 
effect on 26 November 2006, and urging 
both parties to maintain this truce, which 
could pave the way for genuine negotiations 
towards a just resolution of the conflict,  

Stressing the necessity for the full 
implementation of all relevant Security 
Council resolutions,  

1. Reiterates that all measures and actions 
taken by Israel, the occupying Power, in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, in violation of the relevant 
provisions of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,7 and 
contrary to the relevant resolutions of the 

Security Council, are illegal and have no 
validity;  

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying 
Power, comply fully with the provisions of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 19497 and 
cease immediately all measures and actions 
taken in violation and in breach of the 
Convention, including all of its settlement 
activities and the construction of the wall in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including in and around East Jerusalem, as 
well as the extrajudicial executions;  

3. Condemns all acts of violence, including 
all acts of terror, provocation, incitement 
and destruction, especially the excessive use 
of force by the Israeli occupying forces 
against Palestinian civilians, resulting in 
extensive loss of life and vast numbers of 
injuries, including among children, massive 
destruction of homes, properties, agricultural 
lands and vital infrastructure, and the 
internal displacement of civilians;  

4. Expresses grave concern at the use of 
suicide bombing attacks against Israeli 
civilians resulting in extensive loss of life 
and injury;  

5. Notes the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the dismantlement of the 
settlements therein as a step towards the 
implementation of the road map;8  

6. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
in this regard, to comply strictly with its 
obligations under international law, 
including international humanitarian law, 
with respect to the alteration of the character 
and status of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem;  

7. Demands that Israel, the occupying 
Power, cease all practices and actions that 
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violate the human rights of the Palestinian 
people, and that it respect human rights law 
and comply with its legal obligations in this 
regard;  

8. Urges Member States to continue to 
provide emergency assistance to the 
Palestinian people to alleviate the financial 
crisis and the dire socio-economic and 
humanitarian situation being faced by the 
Palestinian people;  

9. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
to release the tax revenues due to the 
Palestinian Authority, in accordance with 
the Paris Economic Protocol of 1994, and to 
ease the severe closures and restrictions on 
movement;  

10. Acknowledges the role the temporary 
international mechanism plays in assisting 
directly the Palestinian people, and 
encourages interested donors to make use of 
the mechanism;  

11. Emphasizes the need to preserve the 
Palestinian institutions and infrastructure for 
the provision of vital public services to the 
Palestinian civilian population and the 
promotion of Palestinian civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights;  

12. Demands that Israel, the occupying 
Power, comply with its legal obligations 
under international law, as mentioned in the 
advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by 
the International Court of Justice4 and as 
demanded in resolutions ES-10/15 of 20 
July 2004 and ES-10/13 of 21 October 2003, 
and that it immediately cease the 
construction of the wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including in and 
around East Jerusalem, dismantle forthwith 

the structure situated therein, repeal or 
render ineffective all legislative and 
regulatory acts relating thereto, and make 
reparation for all damage caused by the 
construction of the wall, which has gravely 
impacted the human rights and the socio-
economic living conditions of the 
Palestinian people;  

13. Stresses the need for respect for the 
unity and territorial integrity of all of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory and for 
guarantees of the freedom of movement of 
persons and goods within the Palestinian 
territory, including the removal of 
restrictions on movement into and from East 
Jerusalem, and the freedom of movement to 
and from the outside world;  

14. Also stresses the need for the full 
implementation by both parties of the Sharm 
El-Sheikh understandings and the 
Agreement on Movement and Access and 
the Agreed Principles for the Rafah 
Crossing;  

15. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its sixty-second 
session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 
 
______________ 
1See A/61/500. 
2A/61/329. 
3See E/CN.4/2006/29 and A/61/470. 
4See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
5See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
6United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531. 
7Ibid., vol. 75, No. 973. 
8S/2003/529, annex. 

Adopted 14/12/2006 

 
 

************************ 
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Vote on Israeli Practices 

 
The draft resolution on Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian 

people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem (document A/61/408) was 
adopted by a recorded vote of 157 in favour to 9 against, with 14 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, 
Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, 
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, 
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:   Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, 
Palau, Tuvalu, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Burundi, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Fiji, Honduras, Malawi, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Uganda, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gambia, India, Kiribati, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Somalia, Swaziland. 
 
/... 
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Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cape Verde, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Gambia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine and United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: draf t resolution 

Assistance to the Palestinian people  
 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolution 60/126 of 15 
December 2005, as well as previous 
resolutions on the question,  

Recalling also the signing of the Declaration 
of Principles on Interim Self-Government 
Arrangements in Washington, D.C., on 13 
September 1993, by the Government of the 
State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, the representative of the 
Palestinian people,1 and the subsequent 
implementation agreements concluded by 
the two sides,  

Recalling further the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights,2 the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights2 and the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child,3  

Gravely concerned at the deterioration in the 
living conditions of the Palestinian people, 
in particular children, throughout the 
occupied territory, which constitutes a 
mounting humanitarian crisis,  

Conscious of the urgent need for 
improvement in the economic and social 
infrastructure of the occupied territory,  



 51 

Aware that development is difficult under 
occupation and is best promoted in 
circumstances of peace and stability,  

Noting the great economic and social 
challenges facing the Palestinian people and 
their leadership,  

Emphasizing the importance of the safety 
and well-being of all children in the whole 
Middle East region,  

Deeply concerned about the negative 
impact, including the health and 
psychological consequences, of violence on 
the present and future well-being of children 
in the region,  

Conscious of the urgent necessity for 
international assistance to the Palestinian 
people, taking into account the Palestinian 
priorities,  

Welcoming the results of the Conference to 
Support Middle East Peace, convened in 
Washington, D.C., on 1 October 1993, the 
establishment of the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee and the work being done by the 
World Bank as its secretariat and the 
establishment of the Consultative Group, as 
well as all follow-up meetings and 
international mechanisms established to 
provide assistance to the Palestinian people,  

Welcoming also the results of the Stockholm 
International Donor Conference on the 
Humanitarian Situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories of 1 September 2006,  

Welcoming further the work of the Joint 
Liaison Committee, which provides a forum 
in which economic policy and practical 
matters related to donor assistance are 
discussed with the Palestinian Authority,  

Stressing the continued importance of the 
Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in the 
coordination of assistance to the Palestinian 
people,  

Stressing also the need for the full 
engagement of the United Nations in the 
process of building Palestinian institutions 
and in providing broad assistance to the 
Palestinian people, and welcoming in this 
regard the support provided to the 
Palestinian Authority by the Task Force on 
Palestinian Reform, established by the 
Quartet in 2002,  

Noting, in this regard, the active 
participation of the United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process and Personal Representative of the 
Secretary-General to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the Palestinian 
Authority in the activities of the Special 
Envoys of the Quartet,  

Welcoming the endorsement by the Security 
Council, in its resolution 1515 (2003) of 19 
November 2003, of the performance-based 
road map to a permanent two-State solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,4 and 
stressing the need for its implementation and 
compliance with its provisions,  

Noting the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and parts of the northern West Bank as 
a step towards implementation of the road 
map,  

Having considered the report of the 
Secretary-General,5  

Expressing grave concern at the 
continuation of the recent tragic and violent 
events that have led to many deaths and 
injuries, including among children,  
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General;5  

2. Also takes note of the report of the 
Personal Humanitarian Envoy of the 
Secretary-General on the humanitarian 
conditions and needs of the Palestinian 
people;6  

3. Expresses its appreciation to the 
Secretary-General for his rapid response and 
efforts regarding assistance to the 
Palestinian people;  

4. Also expresses its appreciation to the 
Member States, United Nations bodies and 
intergovernmental, regional and non-
governmental organizations that have 
provided and continue to provide assistance 
to the Palestinian people;  

5. Stresses the importance of the work of the 
United Nations Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process and Personal 
Representative of the Secretary-General to 
the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
the Palestinian Authority and of the steps 
taken under the auspices of the Secretary-
General to ensure the achievement of a 
coordinated mechanism for United Nations 
activities throughout the occupied territories;  

6. Urges Member States, international 
financial institutions of the United Nations 
system, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and regional 
and interregional organizations to extend, as 
rapidly and as generously as possible, 
economic and social assistance to the 
Palestinian people, in close cooperation with 
the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
through official Palestinian institutions;  

7. Calls upon relevant organizations and 
agencies of the United Nations system to 
intensify their assistance in response to the 

urgent needs of the Palestinian people in 
accordance with priorities set forth by the 
Palestinian side;  

8. Calls upon the international community to 
provide urgently needed assistance and 
services in an effort to alleviate the dire 
humanitarian crisis being faced by 
Palestinian children and their families and to 
help in the reconstruction of relevant 
Palestinian institutions;  

9. Welcomes the role that the temporary 
international mechanism plays in assisting 
directly the Palestinian people under the 
current circumstances, and encourages 
interested donors to make use of the 
mechanism;  

10. Urges Member States to open their 
markets to exports of Palestinian products 
on the most favourable terms, consistent 
with appropriate trading rules, and to 
implement fully existing trade and 
cooperation agreements;  

11. Calls upon the international donor 
community to expedite the delivery of 
pledged assistance to the Palestinian people 
to meet their urgent needs;  

12. Stresses, in this context, the importance 
of ensuring the free passage of aid to the 
Palestinian people and the free movement of 
persons and goods;  

13. Also stresses the need for the full 
implementation by both parties of the 
Agreement on Movement and Access and of 
the Agreed Principles for the Rafah 
Crossing, of 5 November 2005, to allow for 
the freedom of movement of the Palestinian 
civilian population within and into and out 
of the Gaza Strip;  
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14. Urges the international donor 
community, United Nations agencies and 
organizations and non-governmental 
organizations to extend as rapidly as 
possible emergency economic and 
humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian 
people to counter the impact of the current 
crisis;  

15. Stresses the need to implement the Paris 
Protocol on Economic Relations of 29 April 
1994, fifth annex to the Israeli-Palestinian 
Interim Agreement on the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, signed in Washington, D.C., 
on 28 September 1995,7 in particular with 
regard to the full and prompt clearance of 
Palestinian indirect tax revenues;  

16. Requests the Secretary-General to 
submit a report to the General Assembly at 
its sixty-second session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, on the 
implementation of the present resolution, 
containing:  

(a) An assessment of the assistance 
actually received by the Palestinian 
people;  

(b) An assessment of the needs still 
unmet and specific proposals for 
responding effectively to them;  

17. Decides to include in the provisional 
agenda of its sixty-second session the sub-
item entitled "Assistance to the Palestinian 
people".  

 
Notes 
 

1A/48/486-S/26560, annex. 
2See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
3United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531. 
4S/2003/529, annex. 
5A/60/90-E/2005/80. 
6Available at http://domino.un.org/bertini_rpt.htm. 
7A/51/889-S/1997/357, annex.  
 
 
Adopted 14 Dec. 2006. 

 
 

************************ 
 
Vote on Assistance to the Palestinian People 
 
The draft resolution on assistance to the Palestinian people (document A/61/L.47) was adopted 
by a recorded vote of 159 in favour to none against, with 7 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour (159):  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, 
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, 
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, 
Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, 
Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
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Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Samoa, San 
Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon 
Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  None. 
 
Abstain (7):  Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, United 
States. 
 
Absent:  Antigua and Barbuda, Cambodia, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Dominica, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Liberia, Maldives, Moldova, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Somalia, 
Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania. 
 
/... 
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The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination  - A/RES/61/152 
 
 

The General Assembly,  

Aware that the development of friendly 
relations among nations, based on respect 
for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, is among the 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations, as defined in the Charter,  

Recalling, in this regard, its resolution 2625 
(XXV) of 24 October 1970 entitled 
"Declaration on Principles of International 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
Cooperation among States in accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nations",  

Bearing in mind the International Covenants 
on Human Rights,1 the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights,2 the 
Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples3 and the Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action adopted at the World 
Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 
1993,4  

Recalling the Declaration on the Occasion of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United 
Nations,5  

Recalling also the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration,6  

Recalling further the advisory opinion 
rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International 
Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences 
of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory,7 and noting 
in particular the reply of the Court, including 
on the right of peoples to self-determination, 
which is a right erga omnes,8  

Recalling the conclusion of the Court, in its 
advisory opinion of 9 July 2004, that the 
construction of the wall by Israel, the 
occupying Power, in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, along with measures previously 
taken, severely impedes the right of the 
Palestinian people to self-determination,9  

Expressing the urgent need for the 
resumption of negotiations within the 
Middle East peace process on its agreed 
basis and for the speedy achievement of a 
just, lasting and comprehensive peace 
settlement between the Palestinian and 
Israeli sides,  

Recalling its resolution 60/146 of 16 
December 2005,  

Affirming the right of all States in the region 
to live in peace within secure and 
internationally recognized borders,  

1. Reaffirms the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination, including the 
right to their independent State of Palestine;  

2. Urges all States and the specialized 
agencies and organizations of the United 
Nations system to continue to support and 
assist the Palestinian people in the early 
realization of their right to self-
determination.  

1Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
2Resolution 217 A (III). 
3Resolution 1514 (XV). 
4A/CONF.157/24 (Part I), chap. III.  
5See resolution 50/6.  
6See resolution 55/2.  
7See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
8Ibid., advisory opinion, para. 88.  
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9Ibid., para. 122.  
 

Adopted 19 Dec. 2006. 

 
Vote on Palestinian Self-Determination 
 
Draft resolution on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination (document A/61/442) 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 176 in favour to 5 against, with 5 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, 
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua 
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San 
Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, 
Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, United States. 
 
Abstain:  Australia, Canada, Central African Republic, Nauru, Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, Tonga. 
 
/... 
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Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied 
Syrian Golan over their natural resources  - A/RES/61/184 

 

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its resolution 60/183 of 22 
December 2005, and taking note of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 
2006/43 of 27 July 2006,  

Recalling also its resolutions 59/251 of 22 
December 2004 and 58/292 of 6 May 2004,  

Reaffirming the principle of the permanent 
sovereignty of peoples under foreign 
occupation over their natural resources,  

Guided by the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, affirming the 
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 
by force, and recalling relevant Security 
Council resolutions, including resolutions 
242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, 465 
(1980) of 1 March 1980 and 497 (1981) of 
17 December 1981,  

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 
October 1970,  

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 
August 1949,4 to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967,  

Recalling, in this regard, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights,5 and affirming 
that these human rights instruments must be 
respected in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well 
as in the occupied Syrian Golan,  

Recalling also the advisory opinion rendered 
on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of 
Justice on the Legal Consequences of the 
Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory,6 and recalling further 
its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,  

Expressing its concern at the exploitation by 
Israel, the occupying Power, of the natural 
resources of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967,  

Expressing its grave concern at the 
extensive destruction by Israel, the 
occupying Power, of agricultural land and 
orchards in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including the uprooting of a vast 
number of fruit-bearing trees,  

Expressing its concern at the widespread 
destruction caused by Israel, the occupying 
Power, to vital infrastructure, including 
water pipelines and sewage networks, in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, which, inter 
alia, pollutes the environment and negatively 
affects the natural resources of the 
Palestinian people,  

Aware of the detrimental impact of the 
Israeli settlements on Palestinian and other 
Arab natural resources, especially as a result 
of the confiscation of land and the forced 
diversion of water resources, and of the dire 
economic and social consequences in this 
regard,  
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Aware also of the detrimental impact on 
Palestinian natural resources being caused 
by the unlawful construction of the wall by 
Israel, the occupying Power, in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including in and 
around East Jerusalem, and of its grave 
effect on the natural resources and economic 
and social conditions of the Palestinian 
people,  

Reaffirming the need for the immediate 
resumption of negotiations within the 
Middle East peace process, on the basis of 
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 
338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 425 (1978) 
of 19 March 1978 and 1397 (2002) of 12 
March 2002, the principle of land for peace 
and the Quartet performance-based road 
map to a permanent two-State solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,7 as endorsed by 
the Security Council in its resolution 1515 
(2003) of 19 November 2003, and for the 
achievement of a final settlement on all 
tracks,  

Noting the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the importance of the 
dismantlement of settlements therein as a 
step towards the implementation of the road 
map,  

Recalling the need to end all acts of 
violence, including acts of terror, 
provocation, incitement and destruction,  

Taking note with appreciation of the note by 
the Secretary-General transmitting the report 
prepared by the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia on the 
economic and social repercussions of the 
Israeli occupation on the living conditions of 
the Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan,8  

1. Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people and the population of the 
occupied Syrian Golan over their natural 
resources, including land and water;  

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
not to exploit, damage, cause loss or 
depletion of, or endanger the natural 
resources in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in 
the occupied Syrian Golan;  

3. Recognizes the right of the Palestinian 
people to claim restitution as a result of any 
exploitation, damage, loss or depletion, or 
endangerment of their natural resources 
resulting from illegal measures taken by 
Israel, the occupying Power, in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and expresses the hope that this 
issue will be dealt with in the framework of 
the final status negotiations between the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides;  

4. Stresses that the wall being constructed by 
Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including in and around East Jerusalem, is 
contrary to international law and is seriously 
depriving the Palestinian people of their 
natural resources, and calls in this regard for 
full compliance with the legal obligations 
mentioned in the advisory opinion of 9 July 
2004 of the International Court of Justice3 
and in resolution ES-10/15;  

5. Notes the Israeli withdrawal from within 
the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern 
West Bank and the dismantlement of the 
settlements therein as a step towards the 
implementation of the road map;  

6. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
in this regard, to comply strictly with its 
obligations under international law, 
including international humanitarian law, 
with respect to the alteration of the character 
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and status of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem;  

7. Also calls upon Israel, the occupying 
Power, to cease the dumping of all kinds of 
waste materials in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in 
the occupied Syrian Golan, which gravely 
threaten their natural resources, namely the 
water and land resources, and pose an 
environmental hazard and health threat to 
the civilian populations;  

8. Also calls upon Israel to cease its 
destruction of vital infrastructure, including 
water pipelines and sewage networks, 
which, inter alia, has a negative impact on 
the natural resources of the Palestinian 
people;  

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report 
to it at its sixty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution, 
and decides to include in the provisional 
agenda of its sixty-second session the item 

entitled "Permanent sovereignty of the 
Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan over their natural 
resources". 

Notes  

1A/61/3 and Add.1; for the final text see Official 
Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3 (A/61/3/Rev.1). 
2In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
52/250. 
3The representative of Brunei Darussalam 
subsequently indicated that her vote, which was not 
reflected, should ave been in favour of the draft 
resolution. 
4United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.  
5See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
6A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
7See S/2003/529, annex. 
8A/61/67-E/2006/13. 
 
Adopted 20 Dec. 2006. 

 
************************ 

 
Vote on Sovereignty over Natural Resources 

 
The draft resolution on permanent sovereignty of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan over their 
natural resources (document A/61/418) was adopted by a recorded vote of 164 in favour to 6 
against, with 9 abstentions, as follows: 
 
In favour:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, 
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, 
Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, 
Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, 
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Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon 
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, 
Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. 
 
Against:  Australia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, United 
States. 
 
Abstain:  Cameroon, Canada, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Nauru, Tonga, Uganda, 
Vanuatu. 
 
Absent:  Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, 
Kiribati, Madagascar, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Tajikistan, Tuvalu. 
 
 
/... 
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The Security Council & the Question of Palestine in 2006 
 

In 1972, the U.S. used its veto power for the first time in the Security Council on the 
issue of Rhodesia.  The second U.S. veto was also cast in 1972 to shield Israel from 
condemnation after an attack on Syria and Lebanon in flagrant violation of international law and 
the Charter of the United Nations. Since 1972, the U.S. has cast 39 vetoes regarding the Arab-
Israeli conflict.  Of those, 31 vetoes relate to the Palestinian issue, particularly the situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.  The first of these vetoes was cast on 
24 July 1973.  

 
Such vetoes have served to protect Israel from Security Council action and to disassociate 

the Security Council from the situation in the Middle East, thus preventing it from discharging its 
responsibilities under the U.N. Charter in this regard. These vetoes have also aimed at 
obstructing Palestinian attempts to seek redress from the Security Council following Israeli 
violations of international law, and most recently, of the agreements reached by the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the Government of Israel within the framework of the Middle East 
peace process. These vetoes allowed Israel to continue carrying out its illegal policies and 
actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem, and establishing illegal facts 
on the ground.  With such protection accorded to it by the U.S., Israel has continued to violate 
international law and international humanitarian law and relevant Security Council and other 
United Nations resolutions with impunity. 
 

During the course of the year 2006 there were two draft resolutions submitted for adoption by the 
Security Council. Both were vetoed by the US, a permanent member of the SC. The question of 
Palestine cannot, among the many conflicts, crises and tragedies being faced by the international 
community, be excluded from the Security Council's mandate and responsibilities. The repeated 
failure of the Council to act can only prolong the conflict, rather than end the vicious cycle of 
violence, resulting only in more bloodshed, suffering and loss for the Palestinian people at the 
hands of their occupier and in greater instability throughout the region, and taking us further 
from the realization of the just and lasting peace.  
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S/2006/508 of 13 July 2006 
 
Following the wide scale Israeli occupation forces attacks, by warplanes and tanks, against 
civilian targets throughout the Gaza Strip, including heavily populated civilian areas, killing and 
wounding more civilians and causing more destruction to infrastructure and property including 
the only power plant in Gaza a letter dated 29 June 2006 from Algeria, on behalf of the States 
members of the League of Arab States, was addressed to the President of the Security Council, 
requesting an immediate meeting of the Security Council to consider the practices of Israel, the 
occupying Power, affecting Palestinian civilians in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem. Similar letter was sent from Qatar.  
 
The Security Council Held a meeting on 13 July 2006 and took action on a draft resolution that 
would have demanded Israel halt its two-week military offensive in the Gaza Strip. The United 
States vetoed the draft resolution. Ten Council members voted in favour of the text and four 
abstained ( Denmark, Peru, Slovakia, United Kingdom). 

The full text of the draft resolution (document S/2006/508) reads as follows:  

"The Security Council,  

"Reaffirming all its relevant resolutions, in particular, 242 (1967), 338 (1973), 1397 (2002) and 
1515(2003),  

"Reaffirming the applicable rules and principles of international law, including international 
humanitarian law and all relevant human rights laws, in particular the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949,  

"Expressing its grave concern at the continued deterioration of the situation on the ground in the 
Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel since 1967, including East Jerusalem, during recent 
weeks,  

"Condemning military assault being carried out by Israel, the occupying Power, in the Gaza 
Strip, which has caused the killing and injury of dozens of Palestinian civilians, and the 
destruction of Palestinian property and civilian infrastructure, notably Gaza's main power station, 
and condemning also the detention of democratically elected Palestinian and other officials,  

"Condemning also the firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel and the abduction of an Israeli 
soldier by Palestinian armed groups from Gaza, and the recent abduction and killing of an Israeli 
civilian in the West Bank,  

"Condemning all acts of violence, terror and destruction,  

"1.   Calls for the immediate and unconditional release of the abducted Israeli soldier;  
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"2.   Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, for the immediate and unconditional release of all 
detained Palestinian ministers, members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and other 
officials, as well as other illegally detained Palestinian civilians;  

"3.   Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to halt its military operations and its 
disproportionate use of force that endanger the Palestinian civilian population and to withdraw 
its forces to their original positions outside the Gaza Strip;  

"4.   Emphasizes the need to preserve the institutions of the Palestinian National Authority and 
Palestinian infrastructure and properties;  

"5.   Calls upon the Palestinian Authority to take immediate and sustained action to bring an end 
to violence, including the firing of rockets on Israeli territory;  

"6.   Urges all concerned parties to abide by their obligations and respect in all circumstances the 
rules of international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949 and refrain from violence 
against civilian population;  

"7.   Calls on the international community to provide emergency assistance to the Palestinian 
people to meet the dire humanitarian situation; and also calls on the Government of Israel to 
restore and maintain the continuous and uninterrupted supply of fuel to Gaza, and to act 
expeditiously to replace the destroyed equipment at the Gaza power plant;  

"8.   Calls on both parties, supported by the international community, including the Quartet, to 
take immediate steps to create the necessary condition for the resumption of negotiation and 
restarting the peace process;  

"9.   Stresses the importance of, and the need to achieve, a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace 
in the Middle East, based on all its relevant resolutions including its resolutions 242 (1967), 338 
(1973), 1397 (2002) and 1515 (2003), the Madrid terms of reference, the principle of land for 
peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the League of Arab States Summit in March 2002 in 
Beirut and the Road Map.  

"10.  Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to report back to the Security Council 
on the implementation of this resolution in a timely manner;  

"11.  Decides to remain seized of the matter."  

(10 in favor, 4 abstentions (Denmark, Peru, Slovakia, United Kingdom), 1 U.S. veto) 
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S/2006/878 of 11 November 2006 

 In light of the intensification of the Israeli aggression in Gaza, that left over 100 dead and over 
350 injured, many seriously since 1 November 2006, Qatar, on behalf of the States members of 
the League of Arab States, requested an urgent meeting of the Security Council to consider 
Israeli aggression in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem. This request was followed by similar ones from the OIC and NAM respectively. Two 
days following the request to hold an urgent meeting of Security Council and on 8 November 
2006 the Israeli occupying forces shelled a residential neighbourhood with 12 missiles in the 
town of Beit Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip, killing 19 civilians and wounding at least 54, 15 
seriously. The victims included 16 members of one family. Alongside their crimes in Gaza, 
Israeli occupying forces killed five Palestinians in Al-Yamoun village, near Jenin in the West 
Bank. 

On 9 November 2006, in a day-long meeting of the Security Council, more than 40 speakers 
expressed grave concern at the mounting humanitarian toll, with many demanding an immediate 
ceasefire and deployment of United Nations observers. The action on the draft resolution was 
delayed to give chance for further deliberations. On Saturday, 11 November 2006 the Council 
met again to take action on the draft resolution. Due to the negative vote of the United States, a 
permanent Member of the Council, it failed once again to take action on issues related to the 
Palestinian people. Ten Council Members voted in favour of the draft, while four countries 
(United Kingdom, Denmark, Japan, Slovakia) abstained. 

The full text of the draft resolution (document S/2006/878) reads as follows:  

The Security Council,  
 
"Reaffirming it previous resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973), 446 (1979), 1322 (2000), 1397 
(2002), 1402 (2002), 1403 (2002), 1405 (2002), 1435 (2002), 1515 (2003), and 1544 (2004), 
 
"Reaffirming the applicable rules and principles of international law, including humanitarian and 
human rights laws, in particular the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949,  
 
"Expressing its grave concern at the continued deterioration of the situation on the ground in the 
Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel since 1967, during the recent period, particularly as a 
result of the excessive and disproportionate use of force by Israel, the occupying Power, which 
has caused extensive loss of civilian Palestinian life and injuries, including among children and 
women,  
 
"Condemning the military operations being carried out by Israel, the occupying Power, in the 
Gaza Strip, in particular the attack that took place in Beit Hanoun on 8 November 2006, which 
have caused loss of civilian life and extensive destruction of Palestinian property and vital 
infrastructure, 
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"Condemning also the firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel,  
 
"1.   Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to immediately cease its military operations that 
endangers the Palestinian civilian population in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and to immediately withdraw its forces from within the Gaza Strip to positions 
prior to 28 June 2006;  
 
"2.   Calls for an immediate halt of all acts of violence and military activities between the Israeli 
and Palestinian side as was agreed in the Sharm El-Sheikh understandings of 8 February 2005; 
 
"3.   Requests the Secretary-General to establish a fact-finding mission on the attack that took 
place in Beit Hanoun on 8 November 2006 within thirty days; 
 
"4.   Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to scrupulously abide by its obligations and 
responsibilities under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War of 12 August 1949;"5.    Calls upon the Palestinian Authority to take immediate 
and sustained action to bring an end to violence, including the firing of rockets on Israeli 
territory; 
 
"6.   Emphasizes the need to preserve the Palestinian institutions, infrastructure and properties; 
 
 
"7.   Expresses grave concern about the dire humanitarian situation of the Palestinian people and 
calls for the provision of emergency assistance to them; 
 
"8.   Calls upon the international community, including the Quartet, to take immediate steps, to 
stabilize the situation and restart the peace process, including through the possible establishment 
of an international mechanism for protection of the civilian populations; 
 
"9.   Calls upon the parties supported by the international community to take immediate steps 
including confidence-building measures, with the objective of resuming peace negotiations; 
 
"10.  Stresses the importance of, and the need to achieve, a just, comprehensive, and lasting 
peace in the Middle East, based on all its relevant resolutions including its resolutions 242 
(1967), 338 (1973), 1397 (2002) and 1515 (2003), the Madrid terms of reference, the principle of 
land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the League of Arab States Summit in March 
2002 in Beirut and the Road Map; 
 
"11.  Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to report back to the Security Council 
on the implementation of this resolution in a timely manner;  
 
"12.  Decides to remain seized of the matter." 
 

(10 in favor, 4 abstentions (Denmark, Japan, Slovakia, United Kingdom), 1 U.S. veto) 
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Tenth Emergency Special Session 

The General Assembly, in its resolution 377 (V), entitled "Uniting for Peace", which was 
adopted on 3 November 1950, reaffirmed the duty of the permanent members of the Council to 
seek unanimity and to exercise restraint in the use of the veto and resolved "that if the Security 
Council, because of lack of unanimity of the permanent members, fails to exercise its primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security in any case where there 
appears to be a threat to the peace, a breach of the peace or act of aggression, the General 
Assembly shall consider the matter immediately with a view to making appropriate 
recommendations for collective measures,...". In the same resolution, the Assembly amended the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly to provide for the convening of emergency special 
sessions. 

10th Emergency Special Session on Jerusalem and Illegal Israeli Actions: 

The Tenth Emergency Special Session (ESS) was convened in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 377 (V) of 1950, entitled "Uniting for Peace", under rule 8(b) of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly.  

For the first time in fifteen years, the General Assembly held an Emergency Special Session on 
24 and 25 April 1997 to consider the "Illegal Israeli Actions in Occupied East Jerusalem and the 
Rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory". The 10th Emergency Special Session was resumed 
on 15th July 1997, 13th November 1997 and 17th March 1998 in order to follow up on the 
implementation of the provisions of the adopted resolutions. 

What led to this rare and difficult procedure was the decision on 26 February 1997 by Israel, the 
occupying Power, to build a new settlement in Jabal Abu Ghneim to the south of occupied East 
Jerusalem and the failure of the Security Council to exercise its primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and security.  

The Tenth ESS was resumed for the first time on 15 July 1997, following the presentation of the 
report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and Israel’s refusal to comply with the 
demands of resolution ES-10/2. Another resolution (ES-10/3) which was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority, paved the way for further action by Member States of the United 
Nations with the aim of preventing support for any settlement activities.  

The second resumption of the Tenth ESS, on 13 November 1997, considered the report of the 
Secretary-General on the issue of the convening of a conference of the High Contracting Parties 
to the Fourth Geneva Convention and adopted resolution ES-10/4 which reiterated the 
recommendation for the convening of the conference, as well as recommending to the 
government of Switzerland, in its capacity as depository of the Geneva Convention, to undertake 
the necessary steps.  

The Tenth ESS resumed for the third time on 17 March 1998, in order to follow up on the 
implementation of the previous resolutions and in particular to extend the target date for the 
convening of the meeting of experts, which was supposed to be convened by the end of February 
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1998. Following the debate, a resolution (ES-10/5) was adopted, which reiterated the demands 
made in the previous resolutions and extended the target date for the expert meeting till the end 
of April.  

Using the "uniting for peace" formula, a special emergency session of the Assembly was also 
resumed in 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004.  

The convening of the ESS and the adoption of such strong resolutions has been a significant 
Palestinian success, which was not easy to achieve. The majority of Member States, obviously 
motivated by their rejection of illegal Israeli policies and practices, their concern for the Middle 
East peace process and the integrity of the agreements reached as well as their opposition to the 
abuse of veto power, chose to support the convening of the session and the adoption of these 
resolutions. 
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Convening of the 10th Emergency Special Session in 2006 
 
In the course of the year 2006, the 10th emergency special session was resumed twice: 
 
1- Aggression against Gaza and Biet Haniun Massacre: 
 
The first 10th Emergency Special Session was resumed after the Security Council failed to 
uphold its responsibilities in the maintenance of international peace and security through 
adopting a resolution that calls upon Israeli, the occupying power, to end its military aggression 
against Gaza, which had resulted in the massacre of innocent civilians in the town of Beit-
Hanoun on 8 November 2006. The draft resolution that was submitted to the Security Council 
was not adopted, owing to the negative vote of the United States on 11 November 2006. The 
Council's failure to act had sent a message to Israel that it could continue to commit crimes and 
acts of outright aggression with impunity.  It also sent the message to the Palestinian people that 
violence against them was condoned.  
 
The representatives of Qatar, on behalf of the Arab Group, and Cuba, on behalf of the Non-
aligned Movement, respectively, submitted similar letters to the General Assembly President 
(documents A/ES-10/366 and A/ES-10/367). Both letters called for the resumption of the tenth 
emergency special session, in accordance with paragraph 8 of resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 
2004, so that the Assembly could specifically consider "Israeli attacks in the Gaza Strip, 
particularly the killing of Palestinian civilians in Beit Hanoun on 8 November 2006". 
 
On 17 November 2006, the General Assembly resumed its tenth emergency special session to 
consider illegal Israeli actions in Occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. The assembly considered a text introduced by Qatar on behalf of the Group 
of Arab States, which deplored the recent Israeli military actions in the Gaza Strip, called for an 
immediate cessation of military operations and all acts of violence, incitement and destruction, 
and requested the Secretary-General to send a fact-finding mission to Beit Hanoun and report 
back to the Assembly within 30 days on the circumstances surrounding artillery shelling, which 
led to the deaths of Palestinian civilians. The text also called for the establishment of an 
international mechanism to protect civilian populations.  
 
The Assembly adopted the resolution by a vote of 156 in favour to 7 against (Australia, 
Federated States of Micronesia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, United States), with 6 
abstentions (Canada, Côte d'Ivoire, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu). 
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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly  

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/ES-10/L.19 and Add.1)]  

ES-10/16. Illegal Israeli actions in Occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory  

The General Assembly,  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolutions of the tenth emergency special session,  

Reaffirming Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22 
October 1973, 446 (1979) of 22 March 1979, 1322 (2000) of 7 October 2000, 1397 (2002) of 12 
March 2002, 1402 (2002) of 30 March 2002, 1403 (2002) of 4 April 2002, 1405 (2002) of 19 
April 2002, 1435 (2002) of 24 September 2002, 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003 and 1544 
(2004) of 19 May 2004,  

Reaffirming also the applicability of the rules and principles of international law, including 
humanitarian and human rights laws, in particular the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,1 to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem,  

Expressing grave concern at the continued deterioration of the situation on the ground in the 
Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel since 1967 during the recent period, particularly as a 
result of the use of force by Israel, the occupying Power, which has caused extensive loss of 
civilian Palestinian life and injuries, including among children and women,  

Deeply deploring the military actions being carried out by Israel, the occupying Power, in the 
Gaza Strip, which have caused loss of life and extensive destruction of Palestinian property and 
vital infrastructure,  
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Deeply deploring also the killing of many Palestinian civilians, including children and women, 
by Israel, the occupying Power, that took place in Beit Hanoun on 8 November 2006,  

Deeply deploring further the firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel,  

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians and condemning all 
attacks against civilians on both sides, and stressing that the parties must respect their 
obligations, including by putting an end to violence,  

1. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to immediately cease its military operations that 
endanger the Palestinian civilian population in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and to immediately withdraw its forces from within the Gaza Strip to positions held 
prior to 28 June 2006;  

2. Calls for the immediate cessation of military operations and all acts of violence, terror, 
provocation, incitement and destruction between the Israeli and Palestinian sides, including 
extrajudicial executions, bombardment against civilian areas, air raids and the firing of rockets, 
as was agreed in the Sharm el-Sheikh understandings of 8 February 2005;  

3. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a fact-finding mission on the attack that took place 
in Beit Hanoun on 8 November 2006 and to report thereon to the General Assembly within thirty 
days;  

4. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to scrupulously abide by its obligations and 
responsibilities under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,1 in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem;  

5. Calls upon the Palestinian Authority to take immediate and sustained action to bring an end to 
violence, including the firing of rockets on Israeli territory;  

6. Emphasizes the need to preserve Palestinian institutions, infrastructure and properties;  

7. Expresses grave concern about the dire humanitarian situation of the Palestinian people, and 
calls for the provision of emergency assistance to them;  

8. Emphasizes the urgency of ensuring that medical and humanitarian organizations are granted 
unhindered access to the Palestinian civilian population at all times and of allowing the severely 
injured a speedy exit outside the Occupied Palestinian Territory for needed treatment, and 
emphasizes also the importance of the implementation of the Agreement of Movement and 
Access of November 2005;  

9. Calls upon the Quartet, together with the international community, to take immediate steps to 
stabilize the situation and restart the peace process, including through the possible establishment 
of an international mechanism for the protection of civilian populations;  



 71 

10. Calls upon the parties, with the support of the international community, to take immediate 
steps, including confidence-building measures, aimed at the early resumption of direct peace 
negotiations towards the conclusion of a final peaceful settlement;  

11. Stresses the importance of and the need to achieve a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace 
in the Middle East, based on all relevant Security Council resolutions, including resolutions 242 
(1967), 338 (1973), 1397 (2002) and 1515 (2003), the Madrid terms of reference, the principle of 
land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the League of Arab States at its fourteenth 
session, held in Beirut on 27 and 28 March 2002,2 and the road map;3  

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of 
the present resolution in a timely manner;  

13. Decides to adjourn the tenth emergency special session temporarily and to authorize the 
President of the General Assembly at its most recent session to resume its meeting upon request 
from Member States.  

29th plenary meeting  
17 November 2006 

Notes 

 
1United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973. 
2 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex II, resolution 14/221. 
3 S/2003/529, annex.  

 
___________ 
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2- Register of Damage: 
 
In paragraph 4 of the resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004, adopted at the tenth emergency 
special session of the General Assembly, the Secretary General had been requested “to establish 
a register of damage caused to all the natural or legal persons concerned in connection with 
paragraphs 152 and 153 of the Advisory Opinion” of the International Court of Justice of 9 July 
2004 on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem.  

On 17 October 2006 and after over two years of unnecessary delay by the UN Secretariat, a 
report was submitted describing the institutional framework required for the implementation of 
the decisions contained in paragraph 4 of resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004. The report, 
contained in document no. A/ES-10/361, formed the basis of the draft resolution that was 
submitted before the Assembly, which mandated the long-awaited establishment of a "United 
Nations Register" of the damage caused by the construction of the wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. 

On 20 November 2006, a letter was sent from the Permanent Representative of Qatar, on behalf 
of the League of Arab States, to the President of the General Assembly requesting the 
resumption of the tenth emergency special session to consider the item "Illegal Israeli actions in 
occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory", in order to address 
the report of the Secretary-General concerning the register of damage caused by Israel's 
construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem (A/ES-
10/361). 

On 28 November 2006, Cuba in its capacity as Chair of the Coordinating Bureau of the Non-
Aligned Movement in New York sent a letter to the President of the General Assembly. In it, 
Cuba also requested the resumption of the tenth emergency special session of the General 
Assembly to consider the illegal Israeli actions and especially to examine the report of the 
Secretary-General contained in document no. A/ES-10/361 on the register of damage caused by 
Israel's wall. On 30 November 2006, Azerbaijan, in its capacity as Chairman of the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) Group in New York, expressed in a letter to the General 
Assembly President the OIC's support for the request submitted by the Permanent Representative 
of Qatar, as Chairman of the Group of Arab States, for the resumption of the tenth emergency 
special session of the General Assembly to “consider especially the report of the Secretary-
General concerning the register of damage caused by Israel's construction of the wall”. 

On 15 December 2006, the General Assembly convened the resumed tenth emergency special 
session related to illegal Israeli action in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to consider the 
establishment of a register of damage resulting from the construction of a wall there. The aim of 
the meeting was to call for action on the specific request in Assembly resolution ES-10/15 for the 
Secretary-General to establish a register of damage caused to all natural or legal persons 
concerned in connection with specific paragraphs of the International Court of Justice advisory 
opinion.   
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A resolution (A/ES-10/L.20/Rev.1) to establish a Register of Damage arising from the 
construction of the separation wall by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory was adopted 
the same day by a recorded vote of 162 in favour to 7 against (Australia, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Israel, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, United States), with 7 abstentions 
(Cameroon, Canada, Cote d'Ivoire, Malawi, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Uganda). Introduced by 
Iraq (on behalf of the Arab Group) the adopted resolution on the United Nations Register of 
Damage calls for the establishment of the Register and an office to serve as a comprehensive 
record of the damage caused to all natural and legal persons as a result of the building of the 
wall.  The office would be composed of a three-member board, an executive director, and a 
secretariat.  As a subsidiary organ of the Assembly, the office would operate under the 
administrative authority of the Secretary-General. 
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  A/ES-10/L.20/Rev.1 
15 December 2006 
 
Original: English 

Tenth emergency special session 
Agenda item 5 
Illegal Israeli actions in Occupied East 
Jerusalem and  
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

 

 

Cuba*  and Palestine: revised draft resolution  
 

Establishment of the United Nations Register of Damage caused by the 
Construction of the Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory  

The General Assembly,  

Guided by the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the rules and 
principles of international law, including international humanitarian law and human rights law,  

Reaffirming the permanent responsibility of the United Nations towards the question of Palestine 
until it is resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory manner on the basis of international 
legitimacy,  

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the Security Council,  

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including the resolutions of its tenth emergency special session 
on illegal Israeli actions in Occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory,  

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on 
the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,1 
and recalling in particular the Court's reply to the question put forth by the General Assembly in 
resolution ES-10/14 of 8 December 2003, as set forth in the dispositif of the advisory opinion,2  

Recalling in this regard the Court's conclusion that, inter alia, "Israel is under an obligation to 
make reparation for all damage caused by the construction of the wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem",  
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Reaffirming its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 entitled "Advisory opinion of the 
International Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem",  

Recalling the request made in resolution ES-10/15 for the Secretary-General to establish a 
register of damage caused to all natural or legal persons concerned in connection with paragraphs 
152 and 153 of the advisory opinion,  

Noting in this connection the Court's conclusion whereby, inter alia:  

 
Israel is accordingly under an obligation to return the land, orchards, olive groves and other 
immovable property seized from any natural or legal person for purposes of construction of the 
wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. In the event that such restitution should prove to be 
materially impossible, Israel has an obligation to compensate the persons in question for the 
damage suffered. The Court considers that Israel also has an obligation to compensate, in 
accordance with the applicable rules of international law, all natural or legal persons having 
suffered any form of material damage as a result of the wall's construction,3 

 
Deploring the continuing construction, contrary to international law, by Israel, the occupying 
Power, of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, 
against the conclusions of the International Court of Justice in its advisory opinion of 9 July 2004 
and of resolution ES-10/15 and in breach of the applicable rules and principles of international 
law,  

Recognizing the necessity of accurately documenting the damage caused by the construction of 
the wall for the purpose of fulfilling the obligation to make the above-mentioned reparations, 
including restitution and compensation, in accordance with the rules and principles of 
international law, and noting that the act of registration of damage, as such, does not entail, at 
this stage, an evaluation or assessment of the loss or damage caused by the construction of the 
wall,  

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General of 17 October 2006 
pursuant to General Assembly resolution ES-10/15,4  

1. Reaffirms its resolution ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 entitled "Advisory opinion of the 
International Court of Justice on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem", and reiterates the 
demands made therein, including, inter alia, the demand that Israel, the occupying Power, 
comply with its legal obligations as mentioned in the advisory opinion;  

2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution ES-10/15;4  

3. Establishes the United Nations Register of Damage caused by the Construction of the Wall in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory:  

(a) To serve as a record, in documentary form, of the damage caused to all natural and 
legal persons concerned as a result of the construction of the wall by Israel, the occupying 
Power, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem;  
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(b) To be referred to henceforth in brief as the "Register of Damage";  

4. Decides to set up an office of the Register of Damage, which will be:  

(a) Responsible for the establishment and comprehensive maintenance of the Register of 
Damage;  

(b) Composed of a three-member Board and a small secretariat, headed by an Executive 
Director and consisting of substantive, administrative and technical support staff;  

(c) A subsidiary organ of the General Assembly operating under the administrative 
authority of the Secretary-General;  

(d) Established at the site of the United Nations Office at Vienna;  

5. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint the three-member Board of the office of the 
Register of Damage, according to the selection criteria in the above-mentioned report, at the 
earliest practicable date;  

6. Decides that the responsibilities assumed by the Board of the office of the Register of Damage 
shall be as follows:  

(a) The Board shall have overall responsibility for the establishment and maintenance of 
the Register of Damage;  

(b) The Board shall establish the rules and regulations governing the work of the office of 
the Register of Damage;  

(c) The Board shall determine the eligibility criteria, bearing in mind varying 
circumstances with regard to the title and residency status of the claimants, for the 
inclusion of damages and losses caused in the Register of Damage with an established 
causal link to the construction of the wall;  

(d) The Board shall, guided by the relevant findings of the advisory opinion, general 
principles of international law and principles of due process of law, also determine the 
criteria of damage and the procedure for the collection and registration of damage claims;  

(e) The Board, on the recommendation of the Executive Director, shall have the ultimate 
authority in determining the inclusion of damage claims in the Register of Damage;  

(f) The Board shall meet at least four times each year at the office of the Register of 
Damage to determine which claims should be included in the Register of Damage, based 
on the established objective criteria defined in the rules and regulations;  

(g) The Board shall engage, periodically and as deemed necessary, the expertise of 
technical specialists in relevant fields, including, inter alia, agriculture, land law, 
topography and assessment and compensation, to assist it in establishing and maintaining 
the Register of Damage;  

(h) The Board shall render progress reports periodically to the Secretary-General for 
transmission to the General Assembly, including, as appropriate, possible further steps in 
connection with paragraphs 152 and 153 of the advisory opinion;  
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7. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint, at the earliest practicable date, the Executive 
Director of the office of the Register of Damage, who shall:  

(a) Have responsibility for overseeing and administrating the work of the secretariat of 
the office of the Register of Damage;  

(b) Be responsible for forwarding all damage claims to the Board for its approval for 
inclusion in the Register of Damage and serve in an advisory capacity to the Board in this 
regard;  

8. Decides that the secretariat of the office of the Register of Damage shall provide substantive, 
technical and administrative support for the establishment and maintenance of the Register of 
Damage by undertaking, inter alia, the following functions:  

(a) Designing the format of the damage claims;  

(b) Administering a public awareness programme to inform the Palestinian public about 
the possibility of and the requirements for filing a damage claim for registration, 
including an extensive community outreach programme to explain the purpose of the 
Register of Damage and provide guidance on how to fill out and submit the claim forms;  

(c) Receiving, processing and establishing the credibility of all damage claims for 
registration in the Register of Damage;  

(d) Submitting all processed damage claims through the Executive Director to the Board 
for inclusion in the Register of Damage;  

(e) Aggregating and maintaining the records of damage claims approved by the Board, 
including both hard copies of the claims and their electronic version, which shall be 
maintained at the office of the Register of Damage;  

(f) Providing legal advice regarding the operations of the office of the Register of 
Damage and the submitted claims;  

9. Resolves that the Register of Damage shall remain open for registration for the duration of 
existence of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East 
Jerusalem;  

10. Resolves also that the office of the Register of Damage shall remain active for the duration of 
the process of registration and shall carry out the specific functions and directives ascribed to it 
by the Secretary-General in his report, as set out in the present resolution, and such additional 
functions as requested by the General Assembly upon recommendation by the Secretary-
General;  

11. Calls for the establishment and operation of the office of the Register of Damage and the 
establishment of the Register of Damage itself within six months of the adoption of the present 
resolution and the immediate undertaking thereafter of the process of registration of damage 
claims;  

12. Instructs the office of the Register of Damage, immediately upon its establishment, to seek 
the cooperation of the concerned Governments and authorities so as to facilitate its work in 
connection with the collection, submission and processing of damage claims in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem;  
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13. Calls upon the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority and relevant Palestinian 
institutions to cooperate with the office of the Register of Damage;  

14. Calls upon the Secretary-General to instruct the United Nations agencies and offices present 
on the ground in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to lend their support and expertise to the 
office of the Register of Damage, upon its request, so as to facilitate its work;  

15. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the necessary staff and facilities and to make 
appropriate arrangements to provide the necessary funds required to carry out the terms of the 
present resolution;  

16. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly within six months on 
the progress made with regard to the establishment and operation of the office of the Register of 
Damage and the establishment of the Register of Damage;  

17. Decides to adjourn the tenth emergency special session temporarily and to authorize the 
President of the General Assembly at its most recent session to resume the meeting of the special 
session upon request from Member States.  

* On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Non-Aligned Movement.  

Notes 
1 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1. 
2 Ibid., para. 163. 
3 Ibid., para. 153. 
4 A/ES-10/361. 
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29 November 2006 
Trusteeship Council Chamber 
10.30 a.m. 
 
 

OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

 
 

LIST OF SPEAKERS  
 
 

1. H.E. Mr. Paul Badji 
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the  
Palestinian People (Permanent Representative of the Republic of Senegal to the United 
Nations) 

 
2. H.E. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa 

President of the General Assembly  
 

3. H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan  
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

 
4. H.E. Mr. Jorge Voto-Bernales  

President of the Security Council (Permanent Representative of Peru to the United  
Nations) 

 
5. H.E. Mr. Riyad Mansour  

Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations, delivered a message from H.E. 
Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and President of the Palestinian Authority  
 
 

6. H.E. Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam  
Chairman of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human 
Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories (Permanent 
Representative of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to the United Nations) 

 
7. H.E. Ms. Ileana B. Núñez Mordoche  

Deputy Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, delivered a message 
from H.E. Mr. Felipe Pérez Roque, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cuba on behalf of the 
Chairmanship of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries 
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8. H.E. Mr. Agshin Mehdiyev  
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations, delivered 
a message from H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and Chairman of the Thirty-third Session of the Islamic 
Conference of Foreign Ministers 

 
9. H.E. Mr. Pascal Gayama 

Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Congo to the United Nations, 
delivered a message from H.E. Mr. Denis Sassou-Nguesso, President of the Republic of 
the Congo, in his capacity as Chairman of the African Union 
 

10. H.E. Mr. Yahya A. Mahmassani 
Permanent Observer for the League of Arab States, delivered a message from H.E. Mr. 
Amre Moussa, Secretary-General of the League of Arab States   

 
11. Mr. Joshua Ruebner 
 Grassroots Advocacy Coordinator of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation, 

delivered a statement on behalf of the International Coordinating Network of civil society 
organizations on Palestine  
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MESSAGES RECEIVED BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE 

RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
 

ON THE OCCASION OF 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

 
29 November 2006 

 
 
 

Heads of State 
 
 
Afghanistan    His Excellency Mr. Hamid Karzai,  

President of Afghanistan 
 
Algeria  His Excellency Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 

President of Algeria 
 
Bahrain    His Majesty King Hamad Bin Issa Al-Khalifa 
     of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
 
Bangladesh   His Excellency Prof., Dr. Iajuddin Ahmed. 
     President and Chief Adviser of the Caretaker 

Government of Bangladesh 
 
Brazil    His Excellency Mr. Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, 

President of Brazil 
 
Brunei Darussalam  His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, 
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     Yang D-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
 
Chile    Her Excellency Mrs. Michelle Bachelet Jeria, 
     President of Chile 
 
Democratic People’s  His Excellency Mr. Kim Yong Nam, 
Republic of Korea   President of Presidium of Supreme People’s 

Assembly of the Democratic People’s 
     Republic of Korea 
 
Egypt    His Excellency Mr. Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, 

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
Guinea    His Excellency General Lansana Conté, 

President of the Republic of Guinea 
 
Guyana    His Excellency Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, 
     President of the Republic of Guyana 
 
Indonesia    His Excellency Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, 

President of the Republic of Indonesia 
 
Iran     His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
(Islamic Republic of)  President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
Jordan     His Majesty King Abdullah II Bin Al-Hussein 

of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
 
Lao People’s   His Excellency Mr. Choummaly Xayasone, 
Democratic Republic  President of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
 
Maldives    His Excellency Mr. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, 
     President of the Republic of Maldives 
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Mexico    His Excellency Mr. Vicente Fox Quesada, 
     President of Mexico 
 
Morocco    His Majesty King Mohammed VI of the 
     Kingdom of Morocco 
 
Namibia    His Excellency Mr. Hifikepunye Pohamba, 
     President of the Republic of Namibia 
 
Qatar     His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 

Amir of the State of Qatar 
 
Russian Federation  His Excellency Mr. Vladimir V. Putin,  

President of the Russian Federation 
 
Senegal    His Excellency Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, 
     President of the Republic of Senegal 
   
Sri Lanka    His Excellency Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa,  

President of the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka 
 

Sudan    His Excellency Mr. Omer Hassan Ahmed 
Al-Bashir, 

     President of the Republic of the Sudan 
 
Tunisia     His Excellency Mr. Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, 

President of Tunisia 
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Turkey  His Excellency Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, 
 President of Turkey 
 
United Arab Emirates His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates 
     and Ruler of Abu Dhabi 
 
Viet Nam    His Excellency Mr. Nguyen Minh Triet, 

President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
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Heads of Government 

 
China     His Excellency Mr. Wen Jiabao, 

Premier of the State Council of the People’s 
Republic of China 

 
India     His Excellency Mr. Manmohan Singh, 

Prime Minister of India 
 
Malaysia    His Excellency Mr. Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, 
     Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
Mali      His Excellency Mr. Ousmane Issoufi Maïga, 
     Prime Minister of the Republic of Mali 
 
Mauritius    His Excellency Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, 
     Prime Minister of the Republic of Mauritius 
 
Thailand     His Excellency General Surayud Chulanont (Ret.), 

Prime Minister of Thailand 
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Ministers for Foreign Affairs 

 
Belarus    His Excellency Mr. Viktar Gaisenak, 
     Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Belarus 
 
Cuba    His Excellency Mr. Felipe Pérez Roque, 
     Minister for Foreign Affairs of Cuba 
 
Japan     His Excellency Mr. Taro Aso, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan 
 
Libyan Arab   His Excellency Mr. Abdurrahman Mohamed  
Jamahiriya   Shalghem, Secretary-General of the People’s 
     Committee of Foreign Liaison and International 
     Cooperation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
 
Saudi Arabia   H.R.H. Prince Saud Al-Faisal, Minister for 
     Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
 
Syrian Arab   His Excellency Mr. Walid Al-Moualem, 
Republic    Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 

Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Ukraine     His Excellency Mr. Borys Tarasyuk, 
     Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
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Governments 

 
South Africa 
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Intergovernmental organizations 

 
European Union 
 
Organization of the  His Excellency Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu,  
Islamic Conference   Secretary-General of the Organization of the 

Islamic Conference 
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Non-governmental organizations 

 
Caritas Internationalis 

 
----- 
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Country Y N A X

AFGHANISTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

ALBANIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ALGERIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

ANDORRA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ANGOLA Y Y Y Y X Y Y X Y X A X X Y Y Y 10 0 1 5

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

ARGENTINA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

ARMENIA Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

AUSTRALIA N N N N A Y Y Y Y N A N N Y A N 5 8 3 0

 AUSTRIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

AZERBAIJAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BAHAMAS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

BAHRAIN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BANGLADESH Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BARBADOS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BELARUS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BELGIUM A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

BELIZE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BENIN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BHUTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BOLIVIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0
BOSNIA &
HERZEGOVINA

A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y X
12 0 3 0

BOTSWANA X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11 0 0 5

BRAZIL Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

BULGARIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

BURKINA FASO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 0 1

BURUNDI Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y A Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

CAMBODIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

CAMEROON A A A A A A Y A A A A A A X Y A 2 0 13 0

CANADA N N A A Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y A A 8 4 4 0

CAPE VERDE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

CENTRAL AFRICAN REP. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y A Y 14 0 2 0

CHAD X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X X 9 0 0 5

Table 1: Voting Record by Country & by Resolution  

  Resolution   
Res. no.

Member States   
Voting trend

Y:Yes N:No A:Abstain X:Absent

Voting Keys:- Y:Yes N:No A:Abstain X:Absent 91



CEIRPP¹ DPR²
Spcl. Ifno. 

Prog.³

Peaceful 
Setlmnt. 

QP4
Jerusalem Assis. Pal. 

Reguees5

Displaced 
1967 war6

UNRWA 
Operations7

Refugees' 
Properties8

Special 
Comm.  

Practices HR9

Applicability 
GC10

Settlements11

Israeli 
Practices 

HR12

Assis. Pal. 
People13

Self 
Determin.14

Natural 
Resources15

A/RES/61/22 A/RES/61/23 A/RES/61/24 A/RES/61/25 A/RES/61/26 A/RES/61/112 A/RES/61/113 A/RES/61/114 A/RES/61/115 A/RES/61/116 A/RES/61/117 A/RES/61/118 A/RES/61/119 A/RES/61/135 A/RES/61/152 A/RES/61/184

Country Y N A X

  Resolution   
Res. no.

Member States   
Voting trend

Y:Yes N:No A:Abstain X:Absent

CHILE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

CHINA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

COLOMBIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

COMOROS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

CONGO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

 COSTA RICA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

COTE D'IVOIRE Y Y Y A A Y A A Y A A A A Y Y A 7 0 9 0

CROATIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

CUBA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

CYPRUS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

CZECH REPUBLIC A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

D P R  KOREA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

D R CONGO X X X X X Y Y Y Y X X X X X Y X 5 0 0 9

DENMARK A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

DJIBOUTI Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

DOMINICA X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 13 0 0 2

DOMINICAN R A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A A A A Y Y A 10 0 6 0

ECUADOR Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

EGYPT Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

EL SALVADOR Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y A Y Y Y 14 0 2 0

EQUATORIAL GUINEA X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y A A Y X X 7 0 2 5

ERITREA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

ESTONIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ETHIOPIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

FIJI A A A A A A A A A A A A A A Y A 1 0 15 0

FINLAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

FRANCE A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

GABON X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11 0 0 5

GAMBIA X X X X X X X X X X X X X X Y Y 2 0 0 13

GEORGIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

GERMANY A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

GHANA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

GREECE A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

GRENADA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

GUATEMALA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

GUINEA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

GUINEA-BISSAU X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 10 0 0 5
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Country Y N A X
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Y:Yes N:No A:Abstain X:Absent

GUYANA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

HAITI Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

HONDURAS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y A Y Y Y 14 0 2 0

HUNGARY A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ICELAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

INDIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y 15 0 0 1

INDONESIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

IRAN (ISLAMIC REP.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

IRAQ Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

IRELAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ISRAEL N N N N N N N N N N N N N A N N 0 15 1 0

ITALY A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

JAMAICA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

JAPAN A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

JORDAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

REP. OF KAZAKHSTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y X Y Y 14 0 1 0

KENYA X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 10 0 0 5
Rep. of KIRIBATI X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 0 0 0 13

KUWAIT Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

KYRGYZSTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

LAO (P. D. R.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

LATVIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

LEBANON Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

LESOTHO X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 0 3

LIBERIA Y Y Y Y Y X X X X X X X X X Y Y 7 0 0 8

LIBYAN (ARAB J.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

LIECHTENSTEIN A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

LITHUANIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

LUXEMBOURG A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

MADAGASCAR X X X X X X X X X X X X X Y Y X 2 0 0 13

MALAWI A A A A A Y A Y A A A A A Y Y Y 5 0 11 0

MALAYSIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

MALDIVES Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

MALI Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

MALTA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

MARSHALL ISLANDS N N N N N A N N N N N N N A N N 0 14 2 0

MAURITANIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0
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Voting trend

Y:Yes N:No A:Abstain X:Absent

MAURITIUS Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

MEXICO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

MICRONESIA (F S) N N N N N A N N N N N N N A N N 0 14 2 0

MOLDOVA A A A A A Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y X Y Y 9 0 6 0

MONACO A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

MONGOLIA X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 1 2

MONTENEGRO A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

MOROCCO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

MOZAMBIQUE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

MYANMAR Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

NAMIBIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

REP. OF NAURU A A N N N A N N N N N N N A A A 0 10 6 0

NEPAL Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

NETHERLANDS A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

NEW ZEALAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

NICARAGUA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y A Y Y Y 12 0 4 0

NIGER Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

NIGERIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

NORWAY A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

OMAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

PAKISTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

PALAU N N N N N A N N N N N N N A N N 0 14 2 0

PANAMA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

PAPUA NEW GUINEA A A A A A A A A A A A A A X Y X 1 0 13 0

PARAGUAY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

PERU A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

PHILIPPINES Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 15 0 1 0

POLAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

PORTUGAL A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

QATAR Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

REP. OF KOREA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

ROMANIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

RUSSIAN FED. A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

RWANDA X X X X X Y X X X X X X X Y Y X 3 0 0 12

SAINT KITTS & NEVIS X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 0 0 0 13

SAINT LUCIA X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 10 0 0 5
SAINT VINCENT &
GRENADINES

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0
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SAMOA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SAN MARINO A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SAO TOME & PRINCIPE X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 10 0 0 5

SAUDI ARABIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SENEGAL Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SERBIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SEYCHELLES Y Y Y Y Y X X X X X X X X X X X 5 0 0 8

SIERRA LEONE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SINGAPORE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SLOVAKIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SLOVENIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SOLOMON ISLANDS A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y X Y Y Y Y 12 0 3 1

SOMALIA Y Y Y Y Y X X X X X X X X X Y Y 7 0 0 8

SOUTH AFRICA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SPAIN A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SRI LANKA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SUDAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SURINAME Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

SWAZILAND X X X X X X A A A A X X X Y Y X 2 0 4 9

SWEDEN A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SWITZERLAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

SYRIAN ARAB REP. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

TAJIKISTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X 15 0 0 0

THAILAND A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

THE FYR MACEDONIA A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

TIMOR-LESTE X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 0 3

TOGO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

KINGDOM OF TONGA A A A A A Y Y Y Y A Y A A Y X A 6 0 9 0

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

TUNISIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

TURKEY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

TURKMENISTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 15 0 0 0

TUVALU X X X X X A A A A N N N N X Y X 1 4 4 5

UGANDA A A A A A Y A A A A A A A X Y A 2 0 13 0

UKRAINE A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0

U A EMIRATES Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

UK A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 13 0 3 0
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U R OF TANZANIA X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y 10 0 0 5

UNITED STATES N N N N N A N N N N N N N A N N 0 14 2 0

URUGUAY A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y 14 0 2 0

UZBEKISTAN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

VANUATU A A A A A A A A A A A A A Y A A 1 0 15 0

VENEZUELA (BR) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

VIET NAM Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

YEMEN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

ZAMBIA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 0 0 0

ZIMBABWE X X X X X Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11 0 0 5

Yes 101 101 157 157 157 173 170 169 170 90 165 162 157 159 176 164
No 7 7 7 7 6 1 6 6 6 9 7 8 9 0 5 6

Abstain 62 62 9 10 10 10 8 8 8 81 10 10 14 7 5 9
Absent 22 22 19 18 19 8 8 9 8 12 10 12 12 26 6 13
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123456789101112131415 
Footnotes 
                                                
1 Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
2 Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat 
3 Special information programme on the question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of 
the Secretariat 
4 Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine 
5 Assistance to Palestine refugees 
6 Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities 
7 Operations of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East  
8 Palestine refugees' properties and their revenues 
9 Work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories 
10 Applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 
12 August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied 
Arab territories 
11 Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied 
Syrian Golan 
12 Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem 
13 Assistance to the Palestinian people 
14 The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination 
15 Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources 



 


