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Mr. President,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me first to thank you for the opportunity to address this very special

commemorative high-level meeting devoted to the follow-up to the Outcome of the

Special Session on Children.

Mr. President,

Children are at the heart of the Millennium Development Goals. They are the

most vulnerablemembers of society and their needs are often the greatest. For these

reasons the Sovereign Military Order of Malta considers the promotion of a world fit for

children to be a point of preeminent importance.

Children are often unaware that they have rights and duties owed to them.

Therefore, the Order of Malta makes it a priority to increase awareness of these rights and

see that they are respected and implemented.

Mr. President,

The Secretary-General reiterates in his report (A/62/259) that the first duty

towards children is to ensure that they survive. Immunization is one of the “high-impact”

solutions to accelerate the reduction of under-five mortality that has received
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considerable attention. The Order incorporates immunization campaigns against measles,

meningitis, polio, and tetanus, among others, into many of its projects in Africa and Asia.

Maternal mortality levels remain unacceptably high across the developing world, with

more than half a million women dying from complications of pregnancy and childbirth

every year. This number can be drastically reduced with the utilization of midwives and

qualified healthcare professionals. The Order’s midwife programs in Cambodia and

elsewhere have been very successful, and ensure an overall improvement of life for

mothers and children through education on hygiene and nutrition.

Mr. President,

The prevention of HIV/AIDS is one of the four major areas of focus in “A world

fit for children,” and sadly progress towards these goals is mixed. The health of newborns

must be protected from the preventable transmission of HIV/AIDS—the Order is seeing

great success and is increasing the reach of its programs for the prevention of mother-to-

child transmission in Argentina, Mexico, South Africa, and Cambodia, to name only a

few. The Order of Malta encourages member states and organizations to act swiftly on

the recommendations of the Secretary-General.

Mr. President,

The Order is strongly committed to enhancing children’s lives through education

and encouraging life-skills training. Whether it is providing daily transports to schools for

children with handicaps in the Czech Republic, reconstructing village schools destroyed
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by the 2004 tsunami in Asia, or providing educational support to the children of Haiti, the

Order recognizes the potential education has in helping children secure a better future for

themselves and their families. Unfortunately, the Report also finds persisting gender

disparities in education. It is essential to provide girls with the tools of a good education.

For example, the Order of Malta’s Italian Association is opening a secondary school for

girls in Rumbek, Sudan. Its focus is to educate females so they can support themselves in

the future.

Finally, Mr. President, in the area of abuse, exploitation, and violence against

children: the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography, and the involvement

of children in armed conflicts must be eradicated and replaced with promotion of life,

quality education, and child protection. It remains vital for countries to continue working

towards incorporating these objectives into their national development plans.

Through the dedication of the Order’s over 80,000 trained volunteers and 13,000

employees we are helping to assure children the right to be born safely, protected,

educated, and nurtured. The Order of Malta reaffirms its commitment to the rights of the

child and guarantees its active participation in the creation of a world fit for children.

Thank you.


