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Check against delivery

Mr. President,

Thank you very much for giving me the floor on behalf of the Sovereign Military

Order of Malta. I am also grateful to you for your good work in directing the deliberation

of this session.

The Sovereign Order of Malta has been closely following the initiatives of the

United Nations to provide emergency humanitarian assistance to countries affected by

natural disasters and or armed conflicts. The Order participates in the activities devoted

to alleviating the suffering of civilians in the affected areas.

We especially share the anxiety of the United Nations in the protection of its

personnel and strongly condemn the unprovoked attacks in Baghdad in August 2003.

The improvement of personnel’s security conditions must be among the highest priorities,

and allow me to add that the Sovereign Order of Malta is deeply concerned about the

protection of its humanitarian personnel when it participates in UN peacekeeping

operations. As a Permanent Observer, allow me to observe that adequate measures for

the protection of all humanitarian personnel could be included in the Security Council

mandates.



Mr. President,

The Order of Malta considers that, as a consequence of its humanitarian principles,

its neutrality, its impartiality, and its independence, it has the credentials to continue and,

as far as possible, to improve its effectiveness in the humanitarian aid that includes

refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons.

We have heard this morning, and there is no doubt, that natural disasters cause grave

humanitarian crises, and that a significant portion of humanitarian assistance activities

have as their goal to provide immediate relief to the victims. We are not denying that

immediate help is imperative, but in a more comprehensive position, we must include

mitigation, prevention, and reconstruction; or in other words, we must not limit assistance

to the immediate consequences of a catastrophic event. The Order is convinced of this

fact, and has demonstrated its long-term commitment in many different contexts, from El

Salvador to Iraq. In El Salvador, the Order of Malta responded to the devastating

earthquakes of 2001, by providing water supply treatment plants and participating in the

reconstruction work in the Departments of San Vicente, La Paz, and Cuscatlan. More

recently, in Iraq, the Order has been active in the Northern towns of Erbil, Mosul,

Makhmur, and Kirkuk, by cooperating in programs for rebuilding the social

infrastructure.

Mr. President,



To conclude, allow me to express the Sovereign Military Order of Malta’s

satisfaction at the appointment of Mr. Jan Egeland as the new Emergency Relief

Coordinator, and to reiterate the Order’s commitment to continue to respond to the

challenges that humanitarian work presents.

Thank you Mr. President.


