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Mr. President,

Mongolia has been following closely the discussions on the reform of the
United Nations and its institutions. The OEWG established almost a decade
ago held extensive negotiations on the ways and means to strengthen and
improve the effectiveness of this unique body.

Today, we are addressing one of the most important, yet difficult and
controversial issues, dealing with the reform of the Security Council.

The urgency with which we need to tackle the reform issues has been made
abundantly clear. The Secretary-General himself drew our attention to this
fact time and again. He pointed out that the Member States need to take a
hard look at the existing “architecture” of international institutions, the
perceived lack of legitimacy of the Security Council’s decisions due to the
fact that its composition remained unchanged since 1945. My delegation,
like many others, is in full agreement with this appraisal. In fact many heads
of delegation, during the General Debate of the current Session, at the
highest level expressed their willingness to speed up this process and make
their contribution towards this end.

My delegation, likewise, shares the concern over the slow pace of the reform
process of the United Nations. It is evident that innovative approaches and
firm political will to change the present situation are the prerequisites for the
reform to be a success.

In view of my delegation, there are several fundamental factors for the need
of such reforms. The world of today is completely different from the one,
when the system of the collective security system was defined over 50 years
ago. During this half century we witnessed such great historic events as the
demise of colonial system, collapse of communist dictatorial system, end of
the Cold-war era, emergence of great number of independent states. We are
now witnessing the great advance of democratization and globalization.
Naturally, such universal organization as the UN and such powerful body as
the Security Council responsible for maintaining international peace and
security should not remain behind such historic changes.

Mongolia wants to see the reform of the Security Council along the path of
democratization. In this context we consistently supported a just and
equitable enlargement of the Security Council by increasing the number of



permanent and non-permanent seats and ensuring equal representation of
both developing and developed countries. The question of increasing the
effectiveness and democratization of the working methods of the Security
Council, reviewing of the veto power should constitute the essential
elements of the reform. My delegation believes that the further achievement
in enhancing openness and transparency, and equitable enlargement of its
composition would make the Security Council a more democratic and
representative body.

At the same time we are keenly aware and shares the concern of other
delegations that the expansion of the Security Council membership, by itself,
would not necessarily mean increasing its effectiveness. So the other path of
the reform of the Security Council could be directed to the goal of increasing
of its effectiveness. In this respect we attach importance to further
democratization of its working methods and decision-making practices. Here
the issue of the veto power has, always, been raised. Should veto remain or
should it be restricted, when and at what circumstances the veto should be
used etc. Evidently, this is one the most important components of the reform
of the Security Council and we can not just shy away from it.

If we look back to our recent experience, the contentious issues, that
prevented the members of the Security Council to reach common positions
and collective action, were the differing perceptions of the threat level to
regional or international security and dimension of the breach of peace and
the course of action to be taken in that regard. So, in my view, development
and elaboration of check list or criteria by which to measure the level and
seriousness of threat is one of the important task facing the UN.
Recommendations by a High-Level Panel of eminent personalities that will
be established by the Secretary-General would be highly welcome in this
respect. On the basis of such criteria the Security Council could determine
the adequate and timely response to the emerging threat.

Mr. President,

Our determination to carry out the reform of the UN institutions is led by our
genuine desire to strengthen the multilateralism, and the centrality of the UN
in international affairs and to strengthen UN capacity to respond to the new
challenges.



My delegation hopes that the ideas put forward by different delegations
during the current Session, the findings and recommendations of the High-
Level Panel of eminent personalities will enable us to reach a satisfactory
solution of this extremely important issue

I thank you, Mr. President



