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Mr. Chairman,

Since my delegation is taking the floor for the first time I would like to
offer our sincere congratulations to you and through to the other members of
the bureau on your election. We are confident that under your able
leadership the Committee taking stock of the past achievements in the UN
peacekeeping operations, will hold fruitful exchange of views on the
challenges ahead and the ways and means to strengthen the peacekeeping
capacities of the United Nations. My delegation wishes to thank warmly Mr.
Jean-Marie Guehenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping for his
very comprehensive briefing.

While my delegation fully associates itself with the statement made by the
distinguished representative of the Republic of South Africa on behalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement on the issue of peacekeeping operations, I would
like to offer a few brief remarks highlighting the national position of my
delegation.

Mr. Chairman,

In 2003 by implementing the recommendations of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations and the Brahimi Panel the DPKO has made
considerable progress in reforming and revitalization of United Nations
peacekeeping capacities. The events of the last year proved that the Under-
Secretary-General were right in choosing the 6 priority areas of attention.

The United Nations, often in partnership with other organizations assisted
to keep peace processes on track, helped to organize and monitored
elections, assisted in the repatriation and reintegration of refugees and rallied
the international community for assistance in the rehabilitation of war-torn
economies.

The progress in peaceful transition in Kosovo, Sierra Leone and Timor Leste
speaks louder than any spoken words. However, there are still a lot to be
done in order to strengthen the capacities of the DPKO, and to find timely
response to new challenges and deal effectively with emerging crises. The
need for strengthened partnership between the Security Council, the
Secretariat and the troop contributing countries is obvious. My delegation
expects that the High-Level Panel of eminent personalities will come
forward with its recommendations on this account.



The attack on the UN mission in Baghdad demonstrated the urgency and
seriousness of the issue of enhancing the safety and security of all UN
personal. The evaluation of UN Security Management System, now being
conducted, will hopefully help to strengthen the UN capacity to identify and
respond to threats to the safety and security of its personal.

Experience shows us that Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
(DDR) are the most important elements of any successful transition from
civil war to peace and stability. Another area of concern is the rule of law.
In this regard we share the views that rule of law elements should be
included in mission mandates. The establishment of new and durable state
structures, on which in the long run, depends the success or failure of any
peace-building operations, is another challenging task facing the United
Nations. The fragile nature of post conflict environments and the importance
of the international community staying on the course during the post-
peacekeeping phase is illustrated by the events in Liberia and in the Central
African Republic, countries where United Nations peacekeeping operations
had been deployed previously.

PKO require a comprehensive and, long-term approach, on this account I
would like to quote The Secretary-General who in his Millennium Report
observed that “Even when apparently successful in repairing war-torn States,
the international community can ill afford to declare “victory” prematurely.
The precarious nature of the peace today in Afghanistan stands as a reminder
of how crucial it may be to dedicate even greater attention and effort in the
second year of an operation, in order to consolidate the gains achieved in the
first.”

Mr. Chairman,

My Government attaches special importance to the peacekeeping activities
of the United Nations. Indeed, in our State Military doctrine, the
participation in UN peacekeeping operations during the time of peace is
formulated as one of the main duties of the Mongolian armed forces. The
desire of my country to make its modest contribution to UN peacekeeping
activities had been expressed at the highest level during Secretary-General
Koffi Annan’s visit to Mongolia last winter. Our President reaffirmed this
commitment once again during the current UNGA Session when he met the
Secretary-General.



Mongolia stands ready to participate in peacekeeping operations under UN
auspices or in coalition operations authorized by the Security Council. The
peacekeeping operations service of the General Staff of the Mongolian
armed forces, for the last few yeas, has organized at our national center for
peacekeeping operations a series of training courses and seminars to
improve the peacekeeping capacities of our armed forces.

The visit, in last February, by the Chief of the Training and Evaluation
Service of DPKO to Mongolia, the candid exchange of views held during the
visit proved to be very useful for further promotion of cooperation between
Mongolia and the United Nations. At present 5 military observes from my
country are serving in field missions in Democratic Republic of Congo and
Western Sahara. In 2003 only more than 10 Mongolian military and police
officers attended training courses, on various aspects of peacekeeping,
organized by the Training and Evaluation Services of the DPKO in different
countries. I would like to take the opportunity to express our gratitude to the
DPKO and in particular, its Training and Evaluation Service for their kind
cooperation.

I thank you Mr. Chairman.



