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Open Debate : Prevention of Armed Conflicts

Honourable Miniger,

It is a great honour to have you preside over our open debate to-day on Prevention of
Armed Conflicts which is a subject of highest concern to us dl in the United Nations We
extend a wam welcome to you. We dso thank Secretary-Generd, Mr Kofi Annan, for
providing us with a very comprehendve and highly imaginative report on the subject. The report
not only addresses the subject in a very andytica way but more importantly makes a number of
recommendations which merit serious condderation both by the Security Council and the
Generd Assambly.

Mr President,

The Secretary-Generd has made the following extremely important assertions a the very
outset of his report:

() there is need to move the United Nations from culture of reaction to a culture of
prevention;

(i) We must move the rhetoric of prevention now to the full implementation stage.

My ddegation concurs fully with these assartions The nature and characteristics of
conflicts have changed over the years since the United Nations was founded over hdf a century
ago. Conflicts in our times are largely within States rather than between States and these have to

1



be dedt differently from the ways conflicts between States are addressed under the United
Nations Charter.

Mr President,

We were privileged to form pat of the recent Security Council Misson to the
Demoacratic Republic of the Congo and the Great Lakes Region as well as the Misson to Kosovo
last week. We had the opportunity to have a closer look at the conflicts which afflict these areas
and we have come back convinced more than ever before that these conflicts were avoidable
with timedy action a the nationd levd with support of the internationd community. We believe
that the same is true in respect of most civil conflicts. We share the view of the Secretary-
Gengd that the primay resgponghility for conflict prevention rets with the nationd
governments.

Let us see what are the root causes of civil conflicts. In our view, the seeds of civil srife
can invaiably be found in places where governments lack legitimacy, governance is wesk or
unrepresentetive,  irrationd vaues such  as  fundamentdism, racigm, tribdism, ethnic
discrimination, violation of human rights and socid injudices ae practiced officidly and
unofficidly. These are matters which concern the nationd governments themsdves and the
international community can reasonably expect responsble governments to address such issues
internaly in amanner that has the generd support of their peoples.

The seeds of conflict dso lie in poverty, under-development and conditions of economic
and socid inequdities These problems are normdly difficult to ded with a the nationd leve
done and international and United Nations support are crucid in terms of resources and know-
how needed for deveopment of economic and socid infradructures that held dleviate the
problem of unemployment. We must not forget that underdevelopment tends to become the
breeding ground for socid frudration which culminaes into amed druggles and uncontrolled
violence.

Mr President,

| shdl now make some observations on the recommendations of the Secretary-Generd on
prevention of conflicts.

Early Warning Systems
Mr President,

The Secretary-Generd has referred on a number of occasons in his report about the
vaious posshiliies of obtaning early waning information from UN agencies  While the
callection of such information are no doubt hdpful, it is equaly important that proper drategies
be developed within the United Nations sysem with a view to addressng the issue at its
embryonic dtage to avoid indiscriminate violence to occur prior to any action being taken by the
United Nations.



Preventive Deployment Operation

In this regard we welcome the proposa of the Secretary-Generd in favour of a United
Nations preventive deployment operdtion, as a symbol of the internationa community’s interest
and as a source of leverage to promote peace and stability. Such a deployment, as the Secretary-
General suggests, may make a crucid contribution as opposed to the traditiona peacekeeping
misson which is not present when the conflict erupts and as such cannot save lives in the initid
dages of an armed conflict and promote stability. It is only through comprehensive and coherent
conflict prevention drategies that the greatest potentids for promoting peace can be achieved
and a suitable environment for sustainable devel opment can be created.

Fact-Finding Missions
Mr President,

As pat of the Secretary-Generd’'s drategy to prevent armed conflicts, my delegation
fully subscribes to the idea of fidding fact-finding missons such as the Inter-Agency Misson to
Wes Africa which vigted severd countries in Africa recently. The report of the Misson
provides an integrated gpproach to the political, economic, socid and humanitarian problems
exiding in the countries vidted. It is encouraging to note that the Misson has come up with
concrete recommendations to address the problems faced by the countries of the region in a
comprehensve manner.  Such Missons should be encouraged to vist regions affected by
underdevelopment where the potentias for armed conflicts to occur remain high.

Role of ECOSOC in Conflict Prevention
Mr President,

As an integrated approach which is aimed a achieving sustainable pesce and preventing
amed conflicts, we fully concur with the Secretary-Generd, tha a future high-level ssgment of
ECOSOC's annuad meeting should be devoted to the question of addressng root causes of
conflict and the role of devedopment in promoting long-term conflict prevention.  More
involvement of the ECOSOC in aress related to the dimination of the root causes of conflict
should be encouraged. The assessment misson of the ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Group on
Haiti provided firg-hand information on the efforts undertaken to address the core issues which
could assst in establishing lagting peace in Haiti.

Role of Regional Organizations
Mr President,

The role of regiond organizations in conflict prevention has been repeated on severd
occasons in this Chamber. We commend the postive role played by regiond and sub regiond
organizations such as the OAU, ECOWAS and SADC in Africa in ther efforts to prevent armed
conflicts.  The early waning dations established by ECOWAS in West Africa provides an
excdlent example of the determination of the sub-regiona organization to address the issue of
amed conflicts at the earliet stages of their occurrence.  More resources, both technica and
materid, should be made avallable to regiond organizations in their endeavour to prevent armed
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conflict. The moratorium on ams imposed by ECOWAS adso serves another example of their
efforts to curb amed conflictsin Africa

Curbing The Proliferation of Small Arms
Mr President,

It is undeniable that the proliferation of smal arms and light wegpons has been, over the
past decade, a mgor cause of armed conflicts in various conflict prone regions. Measures to
prevent the misuse and illicit transfers of smdl ams will inevitably contribute to the prevention
of conflicts. Disarmament should be an on-going process particularly in conflict prone societies.
We look forward to the adoption of a comprehensve Programme of Action to curb the illicit
trade in smdl ams and light wegpons during the forthcoming United Nations Conference on
Illicit Trade in Smdl Arms and Light Wegpons in All Its Aspects in July. My ddegation dso
fully supports programmes such as “wegpons for development” which are amed a the retrieva
and collection of illegd wegpons in exchange of community-based development incentives.
These programmes have been successful in some regions and should be encouraged on a wider
scae.

Role of The Security Council
Mr Presidert,

As regards the role of the Security Council in the prevention of armed conflicts, the
Secretary-Generd  reminds the Council that according to Chapter VI of the United Nations
Charter the Security Council may investigate any dispute or any Stuation which might leed to
internationa friction or give rise to a dispute. The Secretary-Generd dso draws attention to the
fact that the Security Council normdly becomes involved only when violence has dready
occurred on a large scae. It is time that the Scurity Council pays attention to the comments of
the Secretary-Generd and dedicates itsdf to playing a more condructively role in the prevention
of amed conflicts. In this regard we welcome the initiative of the Secretary-Generd to submit
periodic regiond or sub-regiond reports to the Security Council on threats to international peace
and security.

Role of the Secretary-General
Mr President,

My ddegaion commends the Secretary-Generd for the important role he plays through
“quiet diplomacy” and the use of his good offices in the prevention of armed conflicts. There is
no doubt that he has achieved very postive results so far. My ddegation encourages him in his
efforts and supports his actions for the prevention and resolution of amed conflicts wherever
they occur.



Mr President,

Findly, my deegdaion fully supports the ten principles lad down in the Secretary-
Generd’s report which are amed in intengfying the efforts of the United Nations to move from
a culture of reaction to a culture of prevention. My ddegation, however, wishes to highlight the
following principle and |1 quote “Conflict prevention and sustainable and equitable development
ae mutudly re-enforcing activities ~ An invesment in naiond and internationd efforts for
conflict prevention must be seen as a Imultaneous investment in sustainable development, snce
the latter can best take place in an environment of sudtainable peace’. This principle, Mr
Presdent, according to my delegation, remains the core of our efforts in the prevention of
conflicts.

| thank you.



