ACSI S Medi a Rel ease

The Alliance of Small Island States (ACSIS) Warmy Welcones the Entry
into force of Kyoto Protocol

New Yor k, Wednesday, 16th February 2005: The Alliance of Small |Island
States, ACSIS), warnmly welconmes the entry into force of the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change today. The Alliance is made up of 43 snall
islands and lowlying coastal countries, and they all share common
devel opnent and envi ronnent al concerns particularly their unique
vulnerability to the negative inpacts of clinmate change, sea |evel rise
and extrene weather events.

As stated by the Permanent Representative of Mauritius to the United
Nati ons and ACSI S Chairman, Anmbassador Jagdi sh Koonjul, ACSIS sincerely
wel conmes the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol today. Its entry
into force is a mlestone in international cooperation to conbat
climte change, and to help us nobve forward.

It shows that many countries |like Russia, Canada, Japan and those in
t he European Union have denonstrated their concern for climate change
by ratifying the Protocol. Unfortunately it also shows that a few
countries are clearly out of step with the rest of the world by not
ratifying.

Menbers of the ACSIS have played a significant role in the negotiations
| eading up to the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol in Kyoto, Japan 1997.

Indeed it was the ACSIS that originally proposed the idea of a protocol

in 1994. ACSIS realised in the early 1990's that the UN Framework
Convention on Cdimte Change was not creating enough incentives to
encourage countries to significantly reduce their greenhouse gas
em ssions and that legally binding comrtnments woul d be required.

The Kyoto Protocol has introduced targets and tinmeframes for
i ndustrialized countries to reduce their emissions by creating narket-

based nechanisns to reduce CHG enissions. ACSI S sees the Kyoto
Protocol as a small, but significant step which creates a new carbon
market which will provi de useful financi al incentives for the

devel opnent and use of renewable energy and energy efficiency
t echnol ogi es.

Small island countries are already suffering from the effects of
climate change and sea level rise. The devastating hurricanes and
cyclones that hit the Caribbean and the Pacific, and the tsunam
disaster in the Indian Ocean region, last year, are testinmony to the
increasing inpacts of climte change and destructions to our whole
economi es by these severe weat her events.



But the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol is only the first step.
More needs to be done. For vulnerable small island countries, we need
i nternati onal support to help us protect our fragile countries fromthe
ravages of clinmate change and sea level rise. Adaptation actions in
smal | islands are urgently needed.

At an International Meeting on the Review of the Barbados Programre of
Action for the Sustainable Developnent of Small Island States, in
Mauritius | ast nmont h, smal | island countries, called for t he
establishment of a new insurance facility to help underwite the cost
of severe weat her damage and other clinmate change related inpacts. They
also called for special funding to allow them to build their defences
against the inpacts of climte change. This included funding to protect
freshwater resources, a very precious resource in small islands,
funding to adapt through new forns of agriculture, building design, and
coastal protection neasures. This is particularly poignant today, as
the Kyoto Protocol enters into force, and the South Pacific islands of
Sanpba, Anerican Sanpa and Cook |slands face down two tropical cyclones,
one of which may reach super-cyclone status. Qur prayers are with our
fellow islanders, and we hope that the damage and loss of lives wll
not be devastati ng.

Adaptation efforts against the inpacts of climte change should al so be
i mpl emrented hand in hand with mitigation actions at its source. Wiile
key industrialised countries have taken steps to reduce their
em ssions, ACSIS believes that all countries should nake pledges to
reduce their greenhouse gas enissions. This rmust be done in a fair and
equitable nmanner. In particular, greenhouse gas enitting devel oping
countries should take pledges to reduce their em ssions, but this must
be done with the necessary financial and technical support of the
i ndustrialised world.

ACSI S believes that a new coll aborative agreement to advance the Kyoto
Protocol is needed so that all countries can make a contribution to
reducing emssions. This is a global problem and as such the
participation of all countries is vital to ensure an effective global
response.

It is time for ALL countries to start a new dialogue so that we can
Advance a nore conprehensive approach to conbating climte change, and
towards a new coll aborative agreenent that enbraces a broader approach
to reduci ng greenhouse gas enissions.

A new era to conbat clinmate change neaningfully has started with the
entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol today. Wile ACSIS wsh
certainly to congratulate all those that ratified the Kyoto Protocol,



it is also very nmuch hoped that soon all countries will pledge to
ratify and to significantly reduce their GHG em ssions.



