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Mr. Chairman, 
 
At the outset, my delegation would like to align ourselves with the statement that was delivered 
by Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement yesterday. My delegation was one of the 
many delegations that welcomed the introduction of this item during the last session as it 
provides the General Assembly the avenue to discuss the issue of the rule of law, which is the 
cornerstone of this Organization. The proposal was timely as current world events clearly 
demonstrate a strong need to re-emphasize and re-invigorate awareness, understanding and 
respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
 
2. Malaysia on its part steadfastly upholds and adheres to the rule of law in the 
administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
the chief deliberative, policy making and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
7. Therefore we propose that the issue of the establishment of the Unit be taken up under 
agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
 
2. Malaysia on its part steadfastly upholds and adheres to the rule of law in the 
administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
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6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
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related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
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At the outset, my delegation would like to align ourselves with the statement that was delivered 
by Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement yesterday. My delegation was one of the 
many delegations that welcomed the introduction of this item during the last session as it 
provides the General Assembly the avenue to discuss the issue of the rule of law, which is the 
cornerstone of this Organization. The proposal was timely as current world events clearly 
demonstrate a strong need to re-emphasize and re-invigorate awareness, understanding and 
respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
 
2. Malaysia on its part steadfastly upholds and adheres to the rule of law in the 
administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
the chief deliberative, policy making and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
7. Therefore we propose that the issue of the establishment of the Unit be taken up under 
agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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demonstrate a strong need to re-emphasize and re-invigorate awareness, understanding and 
respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
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administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
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agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
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and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
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Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
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international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
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focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
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5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
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discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
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debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
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demonstrate a strong need to re-emphasize and re-invigorate awareness, understanding and 
respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
 
2. Malaysia on its part steadfastly upholds and adheres to the rule of law in the 
administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 



2 

among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
the chief deliberative, policy making and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
7. Therefore we propose that the issue of the establishment of the Unit be taken up under 
agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
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related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
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provides the General Assembly the avenue to discuss the issue of the rule of law, which is the 
cornerstone of this Organization. The proposal was timely as current world events clearly 
demonstrate a strong need to re-emphasize and re-invigorate awareness, understanding and 
respect for the rule of law particularly at the international level. 
 
2. Malaysia on its part steadfastly upholds and adheres to the rule of law in the 
administration of the national-level criminal justice system. Malaysia’s criminal justice system is 
anchored on the Federal Constitution, Criminal Procedure Code, Evidence Act 1950 and other 
penal laws. Thus crime, prosecution and punishment thereof are based on duly enacted laws 
and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
the chief deliberative, policy making and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
7. Therefore we propose that the issue of the establishment of the Unit be taken up under 
agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
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and transparent procedures which give effect to due process. Suffice to say that the rule of law 
is the guiding principle of the Malaysian criminal justice system.  
 
3. As part of its ongoing initiative to strengthen the rule of law at the national level, 
Malaysia is also proposing to establish a national international humanitarian law committee. 
The proposed committee will have overall responsibility to monitor its implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Malaysia, including recommending the necessary legislative 
action as a precursor to accession to the relevant international humanitarian law instruments. 
 
4. At the international level, Malaysia notes and participates in the ongoing efforts of 
international and regional bodies to strengthen the international justice system. These efforts 
include the elaboration of relevant international criminal law instruments, higher levels of 
compliance monitoring and more coherent responses to perceived breaches on international 
law including through Security Council and General Assembly resolutions. There is also visible 
focus on demanding greater accountability from all parties for their alleged criminal acts. 
 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
5. Focusing on the work before us on this issue, we note that operative paragraph 5 of 
resolution 61/39, “recommends that, as from the sixty-second session and after consultations 
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among Member States, the Sixth Committee annually choose one or two sub-topics to 
facilitate a focused discussion for the subsequent session, without prejudice to the 
consideration of the item as a whole”. We note that the consultations held last session saw a 
divergence of views amongst Member States on the topics that they would like to discuss. We 
hope that this would not be the scenario this year. However, should we be able to achieve an 
agreement on the list of topics, the question is how do we translate it into something that is 
action oriented. We do not see the utility of having discussions for the sake of having 
discussion as we have seen the heavy workload of this Committee during this session and one 
should be able to forecast the expected schedule, which is going to be similarly tight for the 
coming sessions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
6. Now this brings us to the other question that is before us. By this I am referring to the 
Rule of Law Assistance Unit. We note the desire of several delegations of wanting to discuss it 
under this agenda item. We have all agreed to support the idea of the establishment of the Unit 
in the 2005 World Summit Outcome [paragraph 134 (e)]. We all see the benefit of having such 
a Unit within the Secretariat as the Unit would enhance coherence and coordination across the 
Organization and with non-United Nations actors as well as deepen the required capacity. It is 
our delegation’s view that discussions of the establishment or formation of the Unit should take 
place in the plenary of the General Assembly and not here in the Sixth Committee. The issue 
of rule of law and the Unit is a cross cutting issue and as such is best dealt with in the plenary 
of the General Assembly. This is in line with our desire to revitalise the General Assembly as 
the chief deliberative, policy making and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
7. Therefore we propose that the issue of the establishment of the Unit be taken up under 
agenda item 48 on the Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the major United Nations conference and summits in the economic, social and 
related fields. That would provide the forum for us to have the debate on this issue. Once we 
have established the Unit, we should request the Unit to provide an annual report as well as 
periodical briefings on its activities and we, as Member States, would have the opportunity to 
debate and to provide guidance to the Unit. By discussing in the plenary of the General 
Assembly, we would also elevate the issue of rule of law and have a more through discussion 
on an issue that is cross cutting and should be viewed from all dimensions. 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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