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Mr. Chairman, 
 
As this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor, let me first congratulate you on your 
appointment as Chairman of this Committee. I wish also to extend our congratulations to other 
members of your Bureau. We are confident that you and members of your Bureau will be able 
to steer the work of this Committee to a successful conclusion. Towards this end, we assure you 
of our fullest cooperation. My delegation also wishes to thank Mr. Jean-Paul Laborde for 
sharing with us UNODC’s assessment of where we stand in our efforts to control drugs and 
prevent crime.  
 
2. It is indeed very alarming to learn that the situation is ‘not good’. Malaysia remains 
particularly concerned about transnational crimes such as terrorism, money laundering, 
corruption, illicit drug trafficking, trafficking in persons and arms smuggling.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
3. Transnational organized crime is a serious global concern. It has the potential to 
endanger the stability and security of nations as well as international peace. It is becoming 
more sophisticated and continues to be a serious threat to international security. The process 
of globalization, advancement in information and communication technology and the removal 
of boundary formalities has resulted in a corresponding rise in transnational crimes.  
 
4. The Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, to which Malaysia is a party, 
recognizes that the serious and growing problem of transnational organised crime can only be 
solved through close international cooperation. International cooperation must therefore be 
reinforced for effective national crime prevention. Combating transnational crime requires 
cooperation among countries in the forms of exchange of information, capacity-building, 
mutual legal assistance and joint investigations. Malaysia fully supports actions and measures 
to combat transnational crime at the national, regional and international levels and strongly 
believes in the enhancement of international cooperation in the sharing of information and 
intelligence, as well as analyzing the effects and danger of crimes on society.  



 

 
5. Although much emphasis has been given towards regional and multilateral efforts to 
combat transnational crime, Malaysia believes that bilateral cooperation between neighbours 
on issues of similar concerns and interests remains an important and effective method to 
address the serious and growing problem of transnational crimes. At the regional level, 
Malaysia is committed to accelerate the implementation of the Work Programme to implement 
the ASEAN Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime. 
 
6. At the national level, Malaysian laws are constantly being reviewed as appropriate and 
more stringent measures adopted when necessary to combat and respond to the ever-changing 
nature and growing complexity of crimes. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
7. There is a need for a coordinated global approach towards combating terrorism and in 
this regard, Malaysia has consistently and actively supported the role of the United Nations in 
playing a leading role in maintaining international peace and security and in countering 
international terrorism. In this respect, Malaysia acknowledges the important role of the 
Terrorism Preventive Branch of UNODC in providing technical assistance to requesting 
countries on addressing ways of strengthening States’ capacities to counter terrorism. Malaysia 
is currently a state party to five of the twelve existing international conventions and protocols 
on counter-terrorism. The Government has also agreed that Malaysia accedes to the remaining 
seven conventions and protocols subject to the completion of relevant legislative and 
administrative matters.  
 
8. At the regional level, Malaysia has cooperated within the context of ASEAN to 
implement practical measures to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation. ASEAN is in the 
process of elaborating an ASEAN Convention on Counter Terrorism, which would enhance the 
capacity of its Member Countries.  
 
9. Closely tied in with the threat of international terrorism is the issue of money 
laundering. Terrorists groups and organizations depend on some form of financing in order for 
them to carry out their heinous acts. Ill-gotten gains from criminal activities are being used to 
fund terrorist activities. 
 
10. The global effort to combat the financing of terrorism continues to face many 
challenges, stemming from the complexities of international financial transactions and the 
uneven applications of regulatory and control measures. There is therefore a need for 
coordinated international action and greater harmonization of criminal justice systems in 
efforts to curtail money laundering. Malaysia views money laundering as a very serious threat 
that is detrimental to the economy and security of the nation. On its part, Malaysia continues 
to cooperate with international partners in strengthening AML/CFT measures. Malaysia is also 
currently in the process of reviewing its legislative and administrative measures for the 
necessary amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code in order to allow Malaysia to accede to 
the 1999 Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism. 
 
 
 



 

Mr. Chairman, 
 
11. Corruption, among others, if remained unchecked nurtures crime. It weakens the 
legitimacy of public institutions and undermines the socio-economic fabric of a society that 
could severely damage a nation. We therefore consider measures to combat corruption as 
another top priority of the Malaysian Government, addressing both the punitive and preventive 
aspects.  
 
12. In view of its transnational nature, and as with other efforts in crime prevention and 
criminal justice, international cooperation is essential in our fight against corrupt practices. In 
line with our commitment to address the issues of corruption, Malaysia has joined other 
nations in signing the United Nations Convention Against Corruption and has undertaken 
legislative and administrative procedures to ratify the convention. It is our hope that 
international cooperation can be promoted to check the criminal act of corrupt practices in all 
possible sectors internationally.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
13. Illicit drug trafficking is another serious international problem that no country can 
control or eradicate on its own. Due to its transnational nature, measures to control illicit drug 
trafficking are best carried out through bilateral and regional arrangements. Strong 
international support and cooperation is also vital in the efforts of national governments to 
combat the problem. There needs to be concerted international effort to stem the supply and 
demand of illicit drugs, including the provision of technical assistance and capacity building to 
alternative sources of income in drug-producing countries.  
 
14. Playing an active role in the fight against illicit drug trafficking both at home and 
internationally through various international organizations, Malaysia has consistently called 
for stringent measures to be adopted to curb illicit drug trafficking. Strict enforcement at the 
national level by the law enforcement authorities has helped to suppress drug trafficking into 
the country. Comprehensive steps are also being taken by the National Anti-Drug Agency 
(NADA) to implement a strategic plan to create a drug-free generation by 2023. At the regional 
level, Malaysia is also very much committed to combating drug abuse in the region to achieve 
the goal of a Drug-Free ASEAN by 2015. 
 
15. Malaysia is pleased to note that the World Drug Report 2006 of UNODC indicates that 
there was evidence of long-term containment of the world drug problem as well as encouraging 
signs for the medium term. However, with the total number of illicit drug users worldwide is 
estimated to be approximately 200 million people, there is still much to be done.  
 
16. In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, Malaysia lauds the work that has been undertaken by the 
UN, its agencies and member states in promoting strong respect for and adherence to the basic 
principles of international justice. Malaysia acknowledges the important work done by the 
UNODC and has indeed benefited directly from its assistance particularly in capacity-building 
programmes. Malaysia will continue to give its support, cooperation and commitment in the 
prevention and fight against crime and uphold criminal justice. 
 
Thank you.  


