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___________________________________________________________
Thank you, Mr. Moderator.
Unfortunately, Ambassador Hamidon Ali, who was looking forward to attending this event is unable to do so.  He asked me to deliver these opening remarks on his behalf.  His remarks are as follows:

`Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Along with the other organizers of this event allow me to first thank all of you present for taking time to be with us today.
2. As many of you are aware has an important role to play not only in strengthening south-south cooperation, but in fostering North-South partnerships as well.  
3. The benefits are well known.  For one, expertise from the developing world is typically cheaper. For example, Francois Ekoko and Dennis Benn, writing in the Development Policy Journal in 2002, estimated that on average, a developing country expert costs one third less than developed country experts at prevalent international rates.  In other words, buy three and get the fourth free – now that’s a catchy slogan.  Secondly, the experience from one developing country is more relevant to another as compared to the experience of a developed country.
4. Despite these benefits, triangular cooperation has not been given the prominence that it deserves.  Perhaps the fault lies in both the developed and developing world.  Many in the developing world unfortunately, still believe that the `west is best’ and hence are not able to fathom the benefits of sharing experiences from a fellow developing country.  Perhaps the issue is a lack of knowledge of the expertise available.  In the developed world on the other hand, perhaps there is still an unwillingness to disburse funds which will be utilized by other parties, and hence cede significant operational control.  But whatever these reasons are, they are surmountable.  I firmly believe that events such as these, by showcasing concrete successes of triangular cooperation are important if triangular cooperation is to play a more prominent role in the future.  
Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

5. Malaysia has in the past actively supported practical measures to achieve south-south cooperation, particularly through the Malaysia Technical Cooperation Programme the MTCP.  In recent years, Malaysia has also increased its technical cooperation with the other members of ASEAN, the countries of Asia, including through the Tokyo International Conference for African Development (TICAD) and in partnership with the UNDP.  Most recently, Malaysia initiated the Capacity Building Programme for the OIC Countries, a new dimension to south-south cooperation.  It aims at involving the private sector of the more advanced members of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in exploring the economic potential of the less developed members, leveraging on the funds made available by the Islamic Development Bank (IDB).  Malaysia will continue to explore new methods of strengthening south-south and triangular cooperation, especially in terms of strengthening private sector and people-to-people involvement.  In this connection, I am gratified that a distinguished Malaysian, Dato’ Jegathesan has continued to share the fruits of his experience with other developing countries, particularly in the area of investment promotion.  Malaysia is indeed proud of his contributions.
6. Looking forward, Malaysia will continue within our modest means to play a more active role in the global partnership for development.  This is reflected in the fact that increasing Malaysia’s engagement in the global partnership for development is one of the three pillars of the draft UNDP country programme for Malaysia for 2008-2012, which is to be discussed at this June’s Executive Board meeting.
Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

7. How a country perceives itself in the international community is an essential component of national identity.  Since independence 50 years ago this year, Malaysia has always viewed itself as a country at peace with the wider world, coveting no lands nor territories and a firm believer in international law.  Our active involvement in south-south cooperation flows from this.  Beyond these abstractions however, as an open economy dependent on foreign trade, our quest for new partners is a never-ending one.  Assisting others to progress can only help us to grow ourselves.  Call this reciprocal altruism, or creating win-win situations, if you like.  Whatever it is called, we are committed to it.

8. Therefore we do not believe that sharing of our experiences will result in detrimental effects.  To the extent that it does engender competition, we welcome competition which is rules-based and is not inimical to the principles of justice and equality.  Certainly, competition will make us better and more willing to push ourselves further.  Malaysia’s history has shown that we can and are willing to do so.  For example, in the face of greater global competition, Malaysia has launched the Iskandar Development Region (IDR) in the southernmost part of the peninsula.  The IDR, represents no less than a new model for a special economic zone, taking advantage of the region’s position in the very heart of south-east Asia. 
9. In conclusion, I would like to gain to thank all of you for joining us here today.  It is my hope that you will be taking with you some concrete examples of successes in triangular cooperation, and beyond that, to help its full potential. 
Thank you.’
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