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Distinguished Guests, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to make this presentation today. The Japan International Cooperation Agency, or JICA, is the organization that implements Japan’s official development assistance program. Today I will briefly describe JICA’s approach to triangular cooperation, with an emphasis on our effort to promote Africa-Asia cooperation.
JICA believes that cooperation among developing countries contribute to the global development in two aspects. First, it complements North-South cooperation. A country in the South sometimes has better chance to find solutions to its development challenges in the experiences of other Southern countries with similar economic, social, and cultural conditions. Second, as Japan’s own history of development cooperation has shown, a recipient of development assistance can concurrently be a provider of cooperation to other countries. Thus South-South cooperation provides an opportunity for a Southern country to enhance its capacity and gradually transform itself into a donor of assistance.
With these views in mind, JICA, as a partner from the North, has been supporting South-South cooperation since 1975. In the traditional approach to triangular cooperation, JICA first starts a bilateral cooperation project in a country. When the project reaches a maturity stage, JICA encourages the country to disseminate the results to countries with similar conditions. 
In recent years, however, partnership in South-South cooperation has no longer been confined to recipients of JICA’s development assistance, as many organizations in the South have demonstrated excellent development achievements that worth to be shared with other countries. In such cases, JICA has begun not only to provide them with financial support, but to participate in the planning and monitoring stages, and also to provide input in the form of Japanese expertise, if needed. 
In the emergence of middle income countries, JICA is supporting the capacity development of these countries to be new development partners. The experience of these countries is valuable, as they have succeeded in achieving rapid economic growth but still face challenges common in Southern countries. In all these cases, the presence and involvement of JICA ensures internationally-agreed goals and normative of development cooperation are maintained and transferred to Southern partners.
Encouraged by the contributions, the South-South cooperation has made to development, JICA and its partners are continuing to strive to increase the positive impact. The key approaches we follows are, first, customizing programs to meet the needs of the recipient countries; second, forming strategic partnerships to address regional and global issues; and, third, establishing coordination mechanisms.

Let me begin with the customization of programs to meet the needs of recipient countries, which is critical to program effectiveness. This is especially true in enhancing Africa-Asia cooperation to the benefit of Africa. Traditional programs tend to offer knowledge and experience, which Asia has the capacity to share, but the programs sometimes have not been tailored to the needs of Africa. We have been striving to address this shortcoming. 
For example, as part of the agriculture extension training course offered by Thailand for African countries, a preparatory workshop was held so that African policymakers could participate in the planning of the course. Upon completion of the program, TICA (Thailand International Cooperation Agency) and JICA carried out a joint follow-up mission to ensure that the training had been effective and to identify any areas in which changes should be made. As a result, African trainees and their organizations felt the training course was more responsive to their needs. 
Another effort to provide customized cooperation was the Asia-Africa Knowledge Co-Creation Program, which was implemented in cooperation with Thailand and Sri Lanka. As a first step, JICA organized a series of workshops at which African and Asian organizations discussed development issues. The participants from Africa then submitted proposals for pilot projects, some of which were taken up and put into practice and in consultation with Asian participants. Meeting face-to-face and formulating programs jointly is time-consuming but essential if trust is to be established and needs are to be met.
Second, JICA is building strategic partnership to address regional and global issues. For example, to enhance an access to finance of African people, a training program in microfinance was conducted in partnership with Non-Aligned Movement Center for South-South Cooperation located in Indonesia.　To build strategic partnership in a systematic way, Japan has signed partnership agreements with twelve countries to tackle the issues such as environmental degradation and the spread of infectious diseases. 
Third, establishing coordination mechanisms enhances South-South cooperation in the context of regional development. For example Japan has been supporting ASEAN since its inception. In the 1990s, when the membership of ASEAN was expanding, closing the gaps that existed in the economic development of member countries and achieving regional integration were critical goals. To match the development needs of new ASEAN countries with the aid resources of earlier member States, the practice of convening an annual JICA-ASEAN Regional Cooperation Meeting (JARCOM) was initiated. JARCOM now functions as a mechanism for maintaining coordination between ASEAN and Japan.

Finally, let me touch upon some critical issues that need attention if we are to increase the effectiveness of South-South and triangular cooperation. First, we must engage policymakers and muster the political commitment to ensure a positive outcome for South-South cooperation. Mr. Jegathesan, a long-time friend of JICA, will illustrate this point by describing the ongoing project taking place in Zambia. Second, it would be desirable to have collaboration between traditional and emerging development partners. JICA has maintained a constructive relationship with the UNDP by pursuing an appropriate combination of multilateral and bilateral projects, and we would welcome many more development partners in working with us.
Thank you.







