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Excellencies,
Distinguished Colleagues, Guests, and Friends
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the organizers, I warmly welcome you all and thank you all very much for joining us today. 
We have organized this event on the margins of the meeting of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation in order to introduce some of the good practices that have been developed in South-South and triangular cooperation in the context of the partnership between Asia and Africa. 
South-South cooperation has played an important, indeed unique role as a form of international development and technical cooperation over the years, and it is involving an increasing number of countries in the South, which is very positive, welcome trend. 

The continents of Asia and Africa now encompass between them more than one half of all UN Member States and more than sixty percent of humanity. Despite certain obvious differences, the two continents share a number of developmental challenges, as well as opportunities and aspirations. They are confronted with some of the same problems, some of the same threats to human security, and the some danger that global events such as climate change can affect their future. They also share the hope that, through enhanced cooperation and collaboration, the rich resources and great potential each possesses can be put to use in a unique and appropriate way, based on their respective histories and experiences, and be of common benefit.      
In this context, we recall the landmark Asia-Africa Summit held in Indonesia in 2005 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Bandung Conference and produced a new vision of the future. As the declaration issued at the summit put it, participants, acknowledge “the need to build a bridge between Asia and Africa based on shared vision and conviction, solidarity, equal partnership, common ownership, mutual respect, interest and strength”.
To translate this vision into action, the leaders of the two continents adopted the New Asian-African Strategic Partnership. This is a long-term plan of action and intended to serve as an important instrument or catalyst for promoting collaboration between the two continents, for mutual benefit. 
Today Ambassador Asmady, Deputy Permanent Representative of Indonesia, the coordinating country on the Asian side, will discuss the follow-up to the Summit in her presentation.
Progress made in South-South cooperation has been fueled in part by the strong economic performance of a number of developing countries, some of which have outstripped developed countries in terms of economic growth. To cite just one statistic, from 2000 to 2006 economic growth in sub-Saharan Africa rose at over twice the rate as that of high-income countries. Trade has also been a factor, and among developing countries it has been expanding faster that trade between North and South. Forty-three percent of developing countries’ exports are now bound for other countries in the South.

Clearly, the developing world is changing, and the growing scope of South-South cooperation reflects that change. Traditional South-South cooperation has expanded beyond the economic and technical sectors to include some new areas such as transitional security, governance, health, and the environment. For example, transnational threats to security posed by terrorism, diseases such as avian influenza and HIV/ADS, and the damage and risks caused by natural disasters have created incentives for coordinating responses by the countries of the South. 
Japan, as an Asian donor, has long supported South-South and triangular cooperation, believing that the horizontal nature of South-South cooperation makes it a necessary complement to the traditional, North-South cooperation, which is vertical. Japan also believes that South-South cooperation can be a useful instrument for, or an important adjunct to, achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The fact that there is no mention of the value of South-South cooperation in any of the MDGs can be said to be a “missing link” in the overall effort to realize them. 
Mr. Teruyoshi Kumashiro, Resident Representative of JICA USA, will elaborate on the Japanese perspective on South-South cooperation. As one of the co-organizers of the TICAD process, Japan has made Asia-Africa cooperation a key elements, and we will place it high on the agenda at TICAD IV, which will be held in Japan next May. 
Mr. Kumashiro will be followed by Mr. J. Jegathesan, former Deputy Director-General of the Malaysian Industrial Development Authority and currently with JICA, who will tell us about an interesting ongoing triangular cooperation project involving Zambia, Malaysia, and Japan. 
The United Nations Development Group, with the UNDP as lead, has played an important role in promoting South-South cooperation. The UN has been instrumental in the areas of advocacy, facilitation, and implementation of development, and in the future its role can only be expected to grow, in response to the increasing potential of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation. 
The Triennial Comprehensive Policy Review (TCPR) and the Mid-term Strategic Papers (MTSPs) of UNDP, UNFPA, and UNICEF, all of which will be discussed later this year, are going to be very important test cases for the UN system. South-South cooperation needs to be mainstreamed in all of these strategies.

In this connection, we are pleased to have here with us Associate Administrator Ad Melkert of the UNDP, who will discuss his organization’s role particularly with regard to Asia-Africa cooperation. 
I wish to emphasize that South-South cooperation, particularly between Asia and Africa, holds great promise for future. If countries in Asia and Africa seize the opportunity such cooperation offers and share the knowledge, technology, and experience they have, we will be in a better position to make headway in areas such as security, development, and the environment. I hope today’s event will enlighten us about how this will happen. 
Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all those who have made this event possible. I have already mentioned Ambassador Asmady, Mr. Melkert, Mr. Kumashiro and Mr. Jegathesan. My appreciation goes as well to Mr. Mpundu of the Zambian Mission and Mr. Zainal Abidin of the Malaysian Mission. A special word of thanks goes to Mr. Bouna Diouf, Director of TICAD, who graciously agreed to serve as moderator today. 
Once again, I thank you all for coming.
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