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Executive Profile of Professor Verene A. Shepherd

Jamaica’s Candidate to the 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

for the term  2016-2020

Professor Verene A. Shepherd, OD, FCCS, BA, MPhil (UWI), PhD (Cantab) is a highly respected academic who has taught at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels at the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus. A social historian, she was appointed Professor in the Department of History at the UWI, Mona Campus in 2002 and Director of the Institute for Gender & Development Studies (IGDS), with oversight responsibility for the IGDS Units in the three main campuses of the University of the West Indies (Kingston, Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago).  
Professor Shepherd’s areas of academic specialisation are African & African-American History, Gender & Migration Studies, and the Asian Diaspora in the Caribbean.  She has been particularly interested in writing the type of history that unearths the voices of historically marginalised groups.
Currently, Professor Shepherd is a member of the United Nations Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent (WGEPAD), which she chaired from 2011 to 2014. During her tenure as Chairperson, she was involved in crafting the programme for WGEPAD and the Programme of Activities for the International Decade for People of African Descent.  As part of her mandate, she undertakes country visits as is keenly aware of the human rights conditions faced by people of African Decent several countries. She is committed to working to eliminate racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in all parts of the world. 
Professor Shepherd maintains a strong belief in outreach and advocacy. In an effort to share the lessons of history, she hosts the only history programme on Jamaican radio, entitled “Talking History.” She has served on various Boards, Committees, Commissions and Steering Committees, including the Jamaica Public Services Commission (PSC), Board of the Association for the Study of the World-Wide African Diaspora (ASWAD) and Steering Committee of the South-South Exchange Programme for the History of Development (SEPHIS). A much sought after public speaker on issues pertaining to human rights, slavery, labour migration and gender, she has lectured all over the world.
Professor Shepherd is a member of the International Women’s Forum, Chair of the Jamaica Reparation Commission and a Vice Chair of the CARICOM Reparation Commission.
Professor Shepherd is a prolific author who has co-authored, edited, co-edited and compiled several books, among them Women in Caribbean History (1999). Caribbean Freedom: Society & Economy from Emancipation to the Present (1994), Working Slavery, Pricing Freedom: Perspectives from the Caribbean, Africa and the African Diaspora (2002); Questioning Creole: Creolisation Discourses in Caribbean Culture (2002); Livestock, Sugar & Slavery: Contested Terrain in Colonial Jamaica (2009), and I Want to Disturb My Neighbour: Lectures on Slavery, Emancipation and Post-Colonial Jamaica (2007).
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