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Summary of the Deliberations of the Workshop
1. In the context of the Intergovernmental Asia-Pacific Consultations on Refugees, Displaced Persons and Migrants (APC), the Royal Thai Government hosted the Workshop on the Implications of the Report of the Global Commission on International Migration (GCIM) on the Asia-Pacific region, in preparation for the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development. The Workshop was held in Bangkok from 26 to 28 April 2006. It was attended by 21 APC participating Governments, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). ILO, UNESCAP, UNDP and PIDC also attended as observers. H.E. Dr. Kantathi Suphamongkhon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, made the opening address. The APC Coordinator and representatives of the UNHCR and the IOM also provided introductory remarks. 
2. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss the key findings and recommendations of the GCIM Report in terms of its relevance for APC countries and to prepare for the High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development to be held in New York in September 2006. The summary of outcomes of this workshop will be made known to all stakeholders.  (Acknowledgement of the hospitality of RTG)
3. In his presentation, Dr. Rolf Jenny, Former Executive Director of the GCIM, observed that the international community had failed to realize the full potential of international migration while disparities between development, demography and democratic processes were likely to generate more migration in the future. Therefore, overall coherence, international cooperation and a deeper understanding of international migration are needed. International migration cannot be discussed in isolation because it is intertwined with other policy issues, such as trade, financial reform, human rights, human security, as well as national security considerations. He explained in some detail the six principles for action proposed by the GCIM which should be considered by States when formulating their respective migration policies. These key principles include “migrating out of choice”; reinforcing economic and developmental impact; addressing irregular migration; strengthening social cohesion through integration; protecting the rights of migrants; and enhancing governance (coherence, capacity and cooperation). He stressed that the HLD provides an important opportunity for international migration but the dialogue on international migration itself will need to be a continuous process. It is therefore crucial for the HLD to create a positive climate for further dialogue on international migration and to emphasize the positive aspects of migration while recognizing the differences among various countries and regional efforts in dealing with migration issues. In his view, while the outcome of the HLD will be of an informal and non-binding nature, it is important that a follow-up mechanism be established to take the debate on international migration further forward.
4. In response, delegates agreed on the importance of international migration management and recognized that Asia and Pacific countries have diverse migration regulatory channels. There is no one-size fit-all solution to address the various migration situations. Delegates also welcomed and discussed at length the essence of the GCIM Report. A number of delegates highlighted specific recommendations, such as the need for regional groups to pay more attention to international migration, the extent to which the United Nations can play a role in international migration, and the merit of developing a well-established multilateral migration system. There was also a suggestion that national preparatory meetings for the High Level Dialogue should be encouraged, involving IOM, UNHCR, private sector and civil society actors. 
5. In order to provide the participants with the latest development of migration in the Asia Pacific region, the organizing committee invited Professor Graeme Hugo, University of Adelaide, to address the meeting. In his presentation, Professor Hugo stressed that international migration has, in recent years, acquired an unprecedented scale, diversity and significance within the Asia-Pacific region, not least as a result of rapid economic transformation, the effects of globalization as well as social and political changes. The proliferation of established social networks linking more and more residents of less developed Asia-Pacific countries to more developed countries will encourage and facilitate migration. Remittances are becoming crucial elements in the foreign exchange earnings of many Asian sending countries, while whole sectors of the economy in destination countries are becoming dependent on migrant labour. Refugees and asylum-seekers are part of the migration picture and should not be separated from the broader migration system.  According to him, international migration is now an established structural feature of the region and a significant factor in the economic and social make-up of countries in the region, and yet barriers to mobility are also increasing. However, international migration is “here to stay” in Asia and must no longer be considered a temporary phenomenon. Accurate data collection, research and the design of appropriate migration policies are therefore all the more important.

6. The ensuing discussions taking place in a panel debate, break-out sessions and the plenary revolved around the key themes of the HLD. The following paragraphs summarize the general thrust of these discussions under the various headings and do not necessarily reflect the individual views of each participating Government.

1. Efforts to achieve policy coherence at the national level
7. Participants recognized the importance of strengthening policy coherence at the national level. In order to enhance policy coherence, there should be an integration or linkage of migration issues into national economic and development policies. Concerted efforts by relevant international organizations may also assist Governments in achieving policy coherence. Specific national laws which clearly define the roles of the various Government agencies involved in dealing with migration issues could resolve the problem of gaps in inter-agency coordination.  

2. Impacts of international migration on economic and social development

8. The social and economic impacts of international migration in the Asia and Pacific region are very diverse because of the demographic and economic differences among the countries in the region. Asia-Pacific countries have the characteristics of sending, receiving and transit countries and in some cases all three. Types of migration that are taking place in the Asia and Pacific region include permanent, temporary, and circular migration, which may offer unique benefits. 

9. The economic impacts of international migration are mostly positive for both sending and receiving countries in the Asia and Pacific region. The economies of receiving countries benefit from international migration through labour migrants which contribute to economic growth and also from migrant workers that fill labour market shortages. The economies of sending countries also benefit from international migration through remittances and links with diasporas that invest and maintain social links with their country of origin. Social impacts can be positive for both sending and receiving countries if the migration process is properly managed through collaboration between sending and receiving countries and does not take place in an unregulated environment. Migration can socially enrich societies by making it possible to share different cultures and traditions.
10. Depending on the circumstances, humanitarian assistance offered to displaced persons and refugees by host countries can offer economic, social and development benefits for both the individuals and countries concerned in the long run.

11. The negative impacts of migration can include: brain drain, cultural tensions, exploitation including trafficking and human rights violations which tend to flow from situations where migration is irregular. 
12. Coherent and comprehensive migration policies, backed by good governance 
and research, are more likely to result in maximum benefits for countries involved in the migration flows and the migrants themselves. Cultural orientation and integration programmes may play a useful role. Close collaboration between affected countries, both bilateral and through regional processes, is likely to enhance the outcomes because of the very nature of international migration. By focusing on regular migration, public awareness, law enforcement and support for victims of exploitation the negative aspects of international migration can be reduced.
3. Measures to ensure respect for and protection of human rights of migrants and to prevent and combat people smuggling and trafficking in persons

13. While States have a sovereign right to decide who enters and remains on their territory, they are responsible for protecting all migrants in accordance with customary rules of international human rights law and applicable international human rights instruments. At the same time, States have legitimate concerns about national security, management of their borders, and the presence of people who are undocumented. In order to balance the different interests at stake and respond to the complex phenomenon of migration adequately, states should design response mechanisms adequate to address the specific situations of the various categories of migrants. In this context, efforts are necessary to protect migrant workers and vulnerable groups in need of international or human rights protection, such as victims of trafficking and asylum-seekers and refugees. The issue of misuse of protection systems also needs to be addressed.

14. There is a need to design appropriate migration policies, update immigration laws, and formulate national action plans that involve all relevant stakeholders, including different government agencies, international organizations, civil society, trade unions and the employment sector in order to provide a comprehensive response to the situation of the different migrant categories.

15. In order to provide a comprehensive response to management of international migration, there is a need for cooperative and coordinated arrangements involving countries of origin, transit and destination, at both the bilateral and multilateral levels. Such arrangements might include migrant labour agreements, development and poverty reduction measures, cooperation in border areas, cooperation on return modalities, and exchange of information and technical cooperation.

16. In order to provide a comprehensive approach and full coordination of the countries to combat human trafficking, there is a need for a range of policies and strategies that focus on prevention of trafficking, prosecution of traffickers and protection of victims. Measures to combat people smuggling should also include the creation of opportunities for orderly migration. 

4. Multidimensional Aspects of International Migration and Development, including Remittances

17. International migration is a complex, multidimensional and cross-cutting issue. It cannot be addressed in isolation. The issue of international migration and development, as one of the key aspects of the management of international migration, has multidimensional aspects which include financial, economic, social, cultural, assimilation and adjustment, gender, legal, employment, security, demographic issues, and brain drain. 

18. Brain drain is a serious situation in some developing countries. This issue should be addressed with the spirit of cooperation and shared responsibility between countries of origin and destination, with a view to achieving a win-win situation for all.
19. All countries require a coherent national policy and a sound legislative base, taking into account the current migration realities. The role that migrants play in promoting development and poverty reduction in countries of origin, as well as the contribution they make towards the prosperity of destination countries, should be recognized and reinforced. If the issue of international migration and development is properly addressed, it can benefit both migrants and society for the countries of origin and destination, including reducing demographic imbalances and providing economic benefits to countries.

20. Although countries in the Asia-Pacific region may have different priorities in pursuing their national development goals, international migration should become an integral part of national and regional strategies for economic growth, taking into account the efforts already made through global partnership for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by all countries. 

21. Remittances constitute one of the important benefits both to the economies and individuals. Legislation and systems should be in place to facilitate and reduce the cost of the transfer of remittances. Measures are necessary to ensure the portability of social security contributions made by migrant workers.

5. Building partnership and capacity-building and sharing of best practices at all levels, including the bilateral and regional levels

22. Participants stressed the importance of partnership, capacity-building and sharing of best practices at all levels, particularly bilateral and regional levels, are important.      

23. Regional consultative processes, particularly APC, the Bali Process, and PIDC provide an opportunity for multilateral dialogue for building partnership, capacity-building and sharing of best practices. The role of these regional processes needs to be strengthened that includes the development of national data to inform national policies and share regional understanding. 
24. Contributions of international organizations particularly IOM and UNHCR and donor countries are valuable to address the issue of resources, coordination and capacity.  

Expectations Regarding the High Level Dialogue

25. Participants look forward to the convening of the High Level Dialogue. They hope that the HLD, will be a key forum to recognize the importance of international migration and has the potential to lay the basis for future cooperation. It would be a befitting beginning of an important consultative process on international migration at the global level. 
                                                                 *****



