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IOM and the High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development

[image: image1.png]UNGA Resolution A/Res/60/227 on the High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development (HLD) invited IOM to contribute to HLD preparations, together with relevant UN organizations, funds and programmes. IOM fully appreciates the significance of the HLD as the first ever high-level UN event entirely devoted to migration and development.   The HLD can offer a unique opportunity for States not only to share best practices on migration management, but also to foster cooperation on key migration issues (see box 1). To this end, IOM is willing to contribute its migration expertise at the request of States and other stakeholders in order to advance a more coherent approach to migration policies and a better balanced understanding of migration and migrants.

In addition to participating in a number of preparatory initiatives anticipated in the GA Resolution (see box 2), IOM is also organizing, together with partners both inside and outside the UN system, several other events which can contribute to the success of the HLD.

These initiatives are taking place at different levels.  At the national level, thanks to an extensive presence in 118 countries worldwide, IOM’s objective is to raise awareness of the HLD among all relevant local authorities and to help countries in defining a coherent position on its themes.  Activities include the organization of national events (seminars, round tables, etc.) to facilitate discussion on the themes of the HLD.  These initiatives take place with the 

cooperation of governmental authorities, the UN and other relevant international organizations and, whenever feasible, NGOs, civil society and the private sector. 

At the regional and global level, IOM is co-sponsoring several events focused on the overall themes and specific aspects of the HLD, including labour migration, the developmental impact of remittances, diasporas and the feminization of migration.  A draft agenda of events relevant to the HLD is attached at the end of this document and should be seen as a work in progress, which IOM will update regularly.  Discussing such themes in an international framework will advance the debate at the HLD and facilitate coherence at the international level. 

Other IOM contributions relevant to the HLD consist of activities such as the first International Migration Law (IML) database, a legal study on “International Migration Law: Developing Paradigms and Key Challenges” and a compendium of instruments on international migration law which IOM is currently developing.

For further information on the HLD and IOM’s contribution to the HLD, please check our website at http://www.un.int/iom.  Permanent Missions in New York can also contact our Office of the Permanent Observer at (212) 681-7000.
Draft calendar of events related to the preparation of the HLD

(as of August 8, 2006)

Date

  Venue
  Initiatives






     Responsible




	1. 
	Feb 8-17
	New York
	Commission on Social Development
	UNDESA

	2. 
	Feb 9-10
	Cotonou
	Ministerial Conference on Enhancing the Development Impact of Remittances
	Gov of Benin, IOM, UNOHR, UNDP

	3. 
	Feb 17-18
	San Salvador
	Puebla Process Workshop on Migration and the private sector
	Gov El Salvador, Gov Mexico, IOM

	4. 
	Feb 27-Mar 10
	New York
	Commission on the Status of Women
	UNDESA

	5. 
	Mar 2
	New York
	Expert Panel on the Gender Dimensions of International Migration (Commission on the Status of Women)
	UNDESA

	6. 
	Mar 8
	Geneva
	IOM/Graduate Institute of International Studies Joint Training Programme: International Migration Law
	IOM, HEI

	7. 
	Mar 15-16
	Brussels
	Conference on Migration and Development 
	Gov Belgium, IOM, EC, WB

	8. 
	Mar 15
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: Labor Migration
	UNITAR,UNFPA, IOM

	9. 
	Mar 16-31
	Geneva
	295th Session of the Governing Body and its committees (discussion of migration framework)
	ILO

	10. 
	Mar 20-24
	Montevideo
	31st Session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
	UNECLAC

	11. 
	Mar 23-24
	Geneva
	IOM Inter-sessional workshop on Migration and Human Resources for Health: From Awareness to Action
	IOM, WHO, ILO

	12. 
	Apr 3-5
	Algiers
	Experts Meeting on Migration and Development
	African Union (AU), Gov of Algeria

	13. 
	Apr 3-7
	New York
	Commission on Population and Development 
	UNDESA

	14. 
	April 5
	New York
	Preparatory Meeting for the 2006 High Level Segment of ECOSOC, Roundtable on “The Challenge of Globalization - Labour Migration”
	UNDESA

	15. 
	April 6-7
	Geneva
	Workshop on Indigenous People and Migration 
	IOM, UNDESA 

	16. 
	April 6-12
	Jakarta
	62nd Session of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
	UNESCAP

	17. 
	April 12
	Jakarta
	ESCAP Side Events: 


Gender and Migration


Presentation of the HLD to ESCAP Countries
	UNESCAP, Gov of Indonesia, IOM

	18. 
	April 23-25 
	Windhoek
	MIDSA Workshop on Migration, Poverty and Development in Southern Africa 
	MIDSA, SAMP, IOM

	19. 
	April 24-26
	Mexico City
	International Congress: Protection of the Human Rights of Migrant Women
	Gov of Mexico

	20. 
	April 24-28
	Geneva
	Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers
	OHCHR

	21. 
	April 26-28
	Bangkok
	APC Workshop on the Implications of GCIM Report on Asia and Pacific and for the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development
	APC, UNHCR, IOM

	22. 
	May 2-3
	New York
	Workshop on Female Migrants
	UNFPA, IOM

	23. 
	May 2-5
	San Salvador
	11th Regional Conference on Migration (Puebla Process)
	RCM, IOM

	24. 
	May 4-5
	Asunción
	VI South American Conference on Migration
	South American Migration Dialogue, IOM

	25. 
	May 11
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: Contribution of diasporas 
	UNITAR,UNFPA, IOM

	26. 
	May 12
	Geneva
	IOM/Graduate Institute of International Studies Joint Training Programme: Migration and Development
	IOM, HEI

	27. 
	May 15-16
	Lima
	First Ministerial World Conference for Developing Countries with Important Fluxes of Migrants 
	Gov of Peru and IOM

	28. 
	May 15-17
	Beirut
	Expert Group Meeting on International Migration and Development in the Arab Region: Challenges and Opportunities
	ESCWA, UNDESA

	29. 
	May 26
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: HIV, AIDS and Migration
	UNITAR,UNFPA, IOM, WHO

	30. 
	June 6
	New York
	SG Report on International Migration and Development for the HLD
	UNDESA, SG, GA President

	31. 
	June 6
	Lisbon
	Seminar on Migration and Development Policies in the Framework of the Portuguese Speaking Countries Community (CPLP): Diaspora as Development Agents
	IOM, IPAD, Gulbenkian Foundation, the CPLP and ACIME

	32. 
	June 8
	New York
	HLD General Assembly Panel
	GA President

	33. 
	June 20
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: Regional Consultative Processes 
	IOM, UNITAR, UNFPA

	34. 
	June 27
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: Migration and Human Rights
	UNITAR, UNFPA, IOM, OLA

	35. 
	June 28-30
	Turin
	International Symposium on Migration and Development 
	UNDESA, Rosselli Foundation

	36. 
	July 4
	Geneva
	HLD General Assembly Panel
	GA President, ECOSOC President

	37. 
	July 5
	Geneva
	ECOSOC High-Level Segment: Roundtable 

Globalization and Labour Migration
	ILO, IOM, UN-Habitat, UNCTAD, DESA, UNFPA, UNODC

	38. 
	July 5
	Geneva
	IOM/Graduate Institute of International Studies Joint Training Programme: International Cooperation on Migration
	IOM, HEI

	39. 
	July 10-11
	Rabat
	Ministerial Euro-African Conference on Migration and Development
	Morocco, Spain, France with the support of the European Commission

	40. 
	July 12
	New York
	HLD Informal hearings with NGOs, civil society, private sector 
	GA President

	41. 
	July 12-13
	Geneva
	IOM Inter-sessional workshop on Integration of Migrants
	IOM

	42. 
	July 18-19
	Madrid
	Ibero-American Encounter on International Migration
	SGIB, IOM, UNECLAC

	43. 
	July 27-28
	Santo Domingo
	Regional Consultation on Migration, Remittances and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean
	UNDP, FUNGLODE, Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, Gov of Dominican Republic

	44. 
	August 8-10
	Dakar
	Workshop on Migration, Development and Poverty Reduction with a Special Session devoted to the HLD
	IOM, ACBF

	45. 
	August 30
	New York
	Key Migration Issues Seminar: Irregular Migration
	UNITAR,UNFPA, IOM

	46. 
	Sept. 13-15
	New York
	Treaty Event Focus 2006: Crossing Borders
	OLA

	47. 
	Sept. 13
	New York
	HLD Side Event: Panel Discussion on Female Migrants
	UNFPA, IOM 

	48. 
	Sept. 13
	New York
	HLD Side Event: Regional Dimension to International Migration and Development
	UN Regional Commissions NY Office, IOM 

	49. 
	Sept. 15
	New York
	HLD Side Event: Capacity Building on Migration for Development
	IOM

	50. 
	Sept. 14-15
	New York
	HLD on Migration and Development
	UNGA


Note: Blue=UN events; Black=IOM events; Red=others, with IOM/UN involvement.

Box 2: Initiatives foreseen by the GA Resolution in preparation for the HLD 


1) The preparation, by the UN Secretary-General, of a “comprehensive overview of studies and analyses on the multidimensional aspects of migration and development, including the effect of migration on economic and social development in developed and developing countries, and on the effects of the movements of highly skilled migrant workers and those with advanced education” (OP15). In his report, according to OP16, the S-G is invited to also address “short-term and seasonal workers within the issue of labor movements”;


2) One-day informal hearings in 2006, with NGOs, civil society organizations and the private sector, to be presided over by the President of the GA, who will prepare a summary of the hearings prior to the HLD (OP11);


3) The President of the GA is requested to organize “in consultation with Member States, and with the assistance of the Secretariat” up to two panel discussions prior to the HLD, with a focus on its overall theme (OP18);


4) UN Regional Commissions are requested to contribute to and coordinate dialogue at the regional level in preparation for the HLD (OP 17);


5) The Commission on Population and Development, the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on the Status of Women (OP19), and the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (OP20), all of which will consider issues related to migration and development, are invited to submit their inputs to the HLD;


6) Regional Consultative Processes (RCPs) and other “major initiatives undertaken by Member States in the field of international migration” are also invited to contribute to the HLD (OP21);


7) Finally, the UN Secretary-General is requested to prepare a note on the organization of work for the HLD (OP24).





Box 1: Issues on which the HLD may achieve progress


Migration & Development: share effective practices in the field of migration and development; mainstream migration into the MDGs and PRSPs; promote M&D indicators; reinforce the economic role of diaspora; enhance the developmental potential of remittances.


Labour Migration: develop a more effective global labour market, as an investment in human beings; protect and support labour migrants; improve the security of remittance transfers while lowering their costs; analyze the role of circular migration.


Human Rights of Migrants: improve understanding and implementation of existing legal instruments; promote integration and combat xenophobia and racism. 


International Migration Law: take advantage of the political momentum offered by the HLD to increase awareness and effective implementation of existing international legal instruments; provide capacity building to countries in need of technical cooperation to implement them. 


Managing Migration: improve coherence in government migration policy making; foster dialogue between sending and receiving countries; support Regional Consultative Processes; strengthen coherence and coordination among agencies (e.g. Global Migration Group).
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