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SEMINAR ON MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY WITHIN THE CPLP FRAMEWORK – ENGAGING DIASPORAS AS AGENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT
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BACKGROUND
More and more the international migration and development debate is looking into the important contributions that migrant communities and their associations can make for their countries development strategies. In fact these transnational communities maintain important links with their countries of origin and have been doing so for many years. Their human capital can be a leading force in the development process in the states involved.
In this sense, analyzing the diasporas’ contributions for development and international co-operation in a regional framework is an interesting and relevant approach. The Community of Portuguese Speaking countries (CPLP), established in July 1996 gathering the eight Portuguese speaking countries, congregates approximately 220 million individuals in an area of 10 742 000 sq km. These countries are united not only by a cultural, language or historical bond, but also by the existence of significant migrants who moved from one CPLP country to another.  
Coinciding with the CPLP’s tenth anniversary, an international Seminar will be held, titled Seminar on Migration and Development policy within the CPLP Framework – Engaging Diasporas as agents for development.  Organized by IOM Lisbon in co-operation with the Portuguese Development Cooperation Institute (IPAD), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, the Secretariat of the CPLP, the High Commissariat of Immigration and Ethnic Minorities and the Gulbenkian Foundation, the Seminar will take place on 6th June 2006 in Lisbon.
The seminar will gather all the different agents at stake: CPLP countries policy makers implementing or interested in developing diaspora policies; representatives of diasporas communities and their associations; private sector and the civil society. 
These actors will contribute identifying areas that need to be addressed and improved and, hopefully, offer an important and useful contribution from the CPLP countries and their diasporas to the UN High level dialogue on Migration and Development.  
OBJECTIVES
· Promote an exchange between relevant government officials, public and private institutions, diaspora associations, media, banking officials, chamber of commerce and entrepreneurs associations on the role played by the diaspora in the development and co-development, aiming at identifying common development priorities and areas of reciprocal interest;

· Better understand schemes implemented/envisaged by countries of origin for the support/social protection of their diaspora communities;

· Exchange good practices and public policies, and, if possible, make a proposition to establish in the framework of CPLP a consultation mechanism in this matter;

· Promote institutional change  in the approach to diaspora communities aiming at taking a larger number of initiatives with regard the establishment of a partnership between public and private entities, in reception and origin countries 
· Better understand the potential of diaspora as development agents, with a view to promote future cooperation and initiatives in the area of human, social and economic development, and to contribute to the successful achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

· Identify more sustainable and reliable data collection methodologies  
· Focus on the CPLP region and its strategic importance in terms of migration and development.

· Disseminate the results at a policy level within a large audience ensured through a publication.

ORGANIZATION
The event will be preceded by a half-day workshop (closed session), on 5th June 2006, restricted to CPLP official representatives, selected diaspora communities representatives and other relevant civil society agents. Participants shall be divided into working groups, by conference theme; conclusions and/or recommendations are expected to be drafted and presented on the following day as a result from the workshop. 
In preparation of this event, and having in view taking concrete measures as a result from the Seminar , questionnaires are being distributed to both official and diaspora representatives , as a means to assess the existing measures/policies targeting diasporas in general, and – more specifically- as development agents. 

The main themes for the Seminar are:

1. Migration and development in a regional context: the CPLP case  
· Advantages of a regional framework to promote coherence in policy approaches 
· Bilateral agreements within the framework 
· Lessons learned and best practices 

2. Migrants for development: the human capital of diasporas and the role of effective integration in Portugal as a resource for the development of their countries of origin
· Involving diasporas in the international dialogue for development: overview of the current strategies to integrate migrants and diasporas initiatives in the national development strategies of their countries of origin 

· Integration for development: the importance of effective integration of diasporas in host societies 

· The contribution of remittances to development: co-funding development schemes and incentive-based policies. 
· The role of private sector in supporting and engaging diasporas towards development projects  
3. Migration data and policy formulation: the role of information in development policy approaches in origin and host countries
· The importance of evidence-based approaches 
· Bridging the information gap: designing information instruments for effective policy on migration and development 

· Relevance of information in policy building on the human capital of diaspora  
· Remittances: improving the available data on flows and services, and the existing technical/regulating framework 
Open to the general public, it combines the knowledge of a carefully selected group of academics with sociology, migration, development and economy background and the exchange of practical experiences between the participants.    
All documentation, including the papers prepared for the conferences, the lectures and the  
Conclusions/recommendations will be compiled and made available in a publication. .
WORKING LANGUAGE
The Seminar will be conducted in Portuguese. Interpretation available on the 6th June.

DATE AND VENUE

The Seminar will be held at the Gulbenkian Foundation, in Lisbon, on Tuesday 6th June 2006.
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