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I thank the Government and people of Cuba for the excellent 

arrangements made for our meeting and the warm hospitality extended to us.  

I would also like to place on record India‟s deep appreciation to the 

Government of Cuba for leading our movement so ably during its 

Chairmanship.   

 

2. We meet amidst many crisis and challenges: a global and financial 

crisis of unprecedented proportions, the challenge of international terrorism, 

the challenge of securing stable food and energy supplies, and the challenge 

of climate change, among others.  We can recall with pride that our 

Movement was successful in the past in meeting the challenges that 

confronted us then --- of colonialism, racism, apartheid and others.  It was 

through the solidarity of our members that we overcame the challenges of 

the past; today too it is through our solidarity that we will succeed in 

meeting current crises and challenges.   

 

 Mr. Chairman,  

3. The global financial and economic crisis is much deeper and 

widespread, with prospects of recovery more distant, than originally thought.  

The crisis originated in the developed world from where the toxic assets 

were exported to the developing countries.  Thus, it is the developed 

countries that have to bear the primary responsibility for this crisis.  

However in our globalized world, the impact is also being severely felt in 

developing countries; we in the NAM are the victims of a crisis which is not 

of our making.  The drop in global demand has dampened exports, the 

financial crunch has impacted investments, and the overall slowdown has 

curbed our growth rates.  As Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh stated at 



the G-20 London Summit, the developing countries had “suffered a double 

shock”. The collapse in trade volumes and the massive decline in private 

capital flows need to be urgently addressed.  While doing so we all need to 

avoid protectionism in trade, investment, finance and services as that would 

be a recipe for disaster leading to a downward economic spiral.  There is 

also the vital need to maintain ODA flows to ensure that Millennium 

Developments Goals(MDGs) are achieved by the target dates. 

 

4. It is clear that a global crisis of such magnitude requires global 

solutions.  Apart from efforts at the national level, numerous collective 

measures have to be undertaken to arrest recession and expedite recovery to 

revive the world economy.  Some steps are underway to instill confidence 

and restore stability to the turbulent markets and economy, repair the 

financial system, strengthen regulation, reform international financial 

institutions, reject protectionism and build recovery.  These measures need 

to be urgently implemented in the immediate to short-term. 

 

5. The agreed measures, though important, are by no means adequate.  

There is the pressing need to grasp the „challenge‟ posed by the crisis and 

convert it into an „opportunity‟ to undertake far-reaching and comprehensive 

reforms of the international financial institutions to reflect contemporary 

realities.  Our movement has to make its voice heard as these reforms are 

undertaken for these institutions impact on us.   

 

 Mr. Chairman 

6. As we are reminded almost daily, terrorism is a central challenge to a 

large number of members of our Movement.  As the unprecedented terror 

attack on Mumbai showed the world last November, the phenomenon of 

terrorism is evolving newer and more violent means of exacting its deadly 

toll.  The perpetrators of the Mumbai attacks, and  the complicity of those 

who aid, shelter and abet them severely challenge our societies today.  These 

forces do not represent any cause, or any religion: they only represent an 

ideology of destruction and hatred.  It is for this reason that this cancer not 

only threatens its avowed targets, it will also devour those who nurture it.   

 

7. Members of the Movement have to display the will and resolve to 

undertake concrete and sustained action on the ground against terrorism.  

There is simply no alternative but to squarely confront the challenge of 

terrorism.  There can be no double standards in dealing with terrorists or any 



deals with them or think of them in “good” or “bad” categories or use them 

as instruments. 

 

8. Our Movement no longer has the luxury of engaging in theoretical 

debates on definitions of terrorism.  We need to find better ways of 

addressing this challenge ourselves.  In this context, I exhort the Movement 

to move expeditiously to adopt the long-pending draft Comprehensive 

Convention on International Terrorism. 

 

 Mr. Chairman 

9. The vision of a more democratic, equitable and consensual 

international architecture should continue to inspire our Movement.  Such a 

vision can help us complete the halting efforts to build a more just peaceful 

and cooperative international system.  International institutions especially 

the United Nations and in particular the Security Council, require 

fundamental transformation.  The ongoing democracy deficit in the United 

Nations, is unsustainable.  Genuine reform is essential, in particular of the 

Security Council.  Reform of the Council must encompass its permanent and 

non-permanent categories of membership, in a manner that reflects 

contemporary realities. 

 

10. The situation in West Asia remains of concern.  India wants to see the 

creation of an environment for the earliest possible resumption of dialogue 

under the peace process culminating in a sovereign, independent, viable and 

united State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital living within 

secure and recognized borders, side by side at peace with Israel. India also 

calls for an end to the expansion of Israeli settlements in occupied Palestine 

territories and for a significant and sustained easing of restrictions on the 

free movement of persons and goods in the Palestine. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

11. It is clear that the institutions that serve our world must guide us to 

better utilize financial natural and human resources, and to create genuinely 

collective approaches to shared insecurities such as terrorism, chronic 

disease, illiteracy, hunger and the destruction of our natural resources.  In 

this context, I must underline India fully shares the goal of protecting global 

commons, such as our environment.  Negotiations on climate change under 

the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change must respect the 

principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 

capabilities to achieve an equitable outcome.  It should recognize the equal 



right of all to the global resource of the atmosphere.  Developing countries 

must be able to give their people a better life and to cope with their 

adaptation needs. Equally, developed countries must deliver on their 

commitment to reduce greenhouse gases.  They must also commit to 

supporting developing countries, including by providing capacity building, 

technology and new and additional finances to address climate change 

challenges, without detracting from the already-declining developmental 

finance commitments. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

12. NAM must contribute to the creation of an international order more 

conducive to an equitable discourse on global issues.  Equally, we must 

work together proactively to define the contours of a cooperative, consensual 

and truly world order.   Our Movement has always been an agent of change.  

Our positions have always been objective infused with logic, principle and 

reason.   

 

 Mr. Chairman 

13. A belief in the abiding value of NAM in our shared effort to create a 

better and more equal world is an article of faith for India.  Our desire to 

strengthen NAM‟s core values stems from this conviction.  It is through such 

a renewed sense of purpose that we may collectively recognize that we are 

yet to “fulfill the pledges we have so often taken and the one we shall take 

today,” as Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru once so eloquently said. 

It is my privilege to pledge India‟s continuing and full commitment to the 

objectives of the Movement. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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