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____________________________________________________________
We are in complete agreement with UNICEF that one of the essential components of giving all children a good start in life is to ensure that a complete immunization package to protect children from the burden of vaccine preventable diseases is administered to them.  Our National Immunization Programmes too, are committed to the targets of elimination of maternal and neo-natal tetanus by 2005, and reductionof measles related mortality by half by the same year.  Focusing on low performing districts is an essential part of our strategy as well.  We welcome UNICEF’s commitment to Governments and communities towards strengthening sustainable immunization services and making resources from global initiatives available at local level in an efficient manner.

2.
The importance of communication and advocacy to increase the demand for immunization has been rightly stressed in the Report.  This is particularly significant for reaching the unreached, not only those in inaccessible areas and terrain, but also those in the mainstream, who because of poverty and illiteracy cannot be reached by the print or electronic media.  It is imperative that specially tailored, practical advocacy and communication strategies, appropriate to this target group are launched, using the local folk or the audio visual media to make an impact.

3.
The strategy highlighted for the elimination of maternal and neo-natal tetanus, reduction of measles related mortality and elimination of polio already forms part of our National Programmes.  I would like to use this opportunity to comment on Para 10 (e) of the Note that calls for all immunization programmes to use only auto-disabled syringes by the year 2003.  We consider this a very progressive step that will minimize the re-use of disposable syringes.  We are, of course, aware that this measure will place an additional financial burden.

4.
The ultimate disposal of these auto-disabled syringes can also pose environmental problems in developing countries.  Presently, the only environmentally safe method of disposal is through incinerators, something that will inevitably cause an extra-ordinary financial burden on Governments.  It is, therefore, important that further research regarding production of auto disabled syringes made out of bio-degradable material is supported along with research into finding affordable, practical technology for destruction of the present syringes.
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