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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: Financial Resources

Statement by Mr. S. Behura, Joint Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, 

on June 19, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


I would like to thank the Administrator for the reports which we have before us on the status of regular funding commitments to UNDP and its associated Funds and Programmes.

2.
We understand that UNDP needs more funds.  It logically follows that it must woo the donors.  There is nothing wrong in this per se as long as the funds are used for activities in line with the national priorities of programme countries.  This also means that there is an urgent need for prioritisation and more careful allocation of resources. Therefore, Mr. President, our delegation would like to urge that UNDP allocate resources in a few select areas.  It should not spread its resources too thinly by expanding the portfolio of activities.  What is required is optimum utilisation of its resources.  It should, for example, work on HIV/AIDS only in those countries where it can contribute significantly in terms of financial and other resources.  It does not have to tag on to these programmes in countries where large quantum of funds are already committed for these purposes and UNDP presence is going to be marginal.

3.
We note that indications are that the seven year downward trend in UNDP regular or core resources will be halted this year and that this would mark the return to a path of growth in regular resource base.  We are heartened by this optimism and development.  Our delegation encourages the UNDP to further build upon it.  Our delegation understands that this is a difficult process and we fully support the Administrator in his endeavours.

4.
We note the assertion in the report of the Administrator that the ability of UNDP to fulfil its mandate depends on it having an adequate, secure regular funding base that guarantees its multilateral, impartial and universal character.  This, in our view, is extremely important.  The credibility of UNDP among programme countries depends on it being seen as driven by its own mandate rather than specific donor agendas.  This should not be allowed to be compromised.
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