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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: Report of UNDP/UNFPA on Programming and Future Options in the Programming Process

Statement made by Mr. B. S. Bishnoi, Counsellor on June 15, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


It is only appropriate that my delegation should, at the very outset, thank you for arranging last Wednesday an informal session on this agenda item.  It was extremely educative and it helped us to understand the complexities of this issue.  We also thank the representatives of UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF and WFP who, with their constructive participation, contributed to our understanding.  I must also acknowledge the Administrator and the Executive Director for their joint report on this agenda item.

2.
We had in decision 2000/12 requested UNFPA to propose to other members of the UNDG the establishment of a Working Group with the objective of developing a common programming approval process.  This seems to have been done.  We had also requested a report for this Session.  The report has been provided to us.  It, however, has a number of deficiencies and suffers from the fault of recommending action for which adequate basis does not exist.

3.
My delegation does not have a problem with harmonization between Funds and Programmes.  We, in fact, encourage them to work together.  In India, we have an education programme in which UNDP, UNICEF, UNOPS and others are working together.  It is certainly satisfactory from our point of view.  This establishes that it is possible to achieve the same objective within the existing framework.  If we want to change the framework, we must also address the question of whether this is going to bring about any qualitative difference without compromising the objectives and goals of each of the organizations involved in the process.

4.
The Associate Administrator and the Deputy Executive Director said, in their statements to us last Wednesday, that the report which we have before us is a historic document, that we are at a momentous point of time and that we are about to make history.

5.
Let us pause for a moment before we make history on behalf of not only UNDP and UNFPA but also the other members of the UNDG.  We need to ask ourselves a few questions.  Has the Executive Board of UNICEF expressed a preference for either of the two options before us?  The answer is no.  Have they even ever expressed a desire to make such a choice? The answer again is no.  Does the Secretariat of the WFP have a preference for either of the two options?  The answer once again is no.  Has the Executive Board of WFP expressed a desire to have a common programming process.  The answer is no.

6.
We are certainly not averse to making history. Indeed, if history is to be made, we would like to be part of it.  We are, however, distinctly averse to making history in a manner which is not participatory.  That is, after all, a basic principle of good governance.
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