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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: UNDP: Report on the Contribution of UNDP to the UN Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS
Statement by Mr. B. S. Bishnoi, Counsellor on June 14, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


We thank the Administrator for the report DP/2001/16 and the Executive Director for the report DP/FPA/2001/9 on the contribution of UNDP and UNFPA respectively to the UN System Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS.

2.
We share the view of the Executive Director that preventing HIV infection is directly linked to the primary mandate of UNFPA i.e. to help ensure universal access to high quality reproductive health services to all couples and individuals by 2015.  We also agree that UNFPA has extensive experience in addressing such sensitive subjects as family planning and sexual health as well as behaviourial change.  The Fund, therefore, in our opinion has a comparative advantage in making a significant contribution to preventing HIV infection.  We are happy that it is making this contribution which has been found by independent evaluators to be valuable.  We encourage the further involvement of UNFPA in this important area of work.

3.
The contribution of UNDP to the response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic is, however, not clear to us.  The report by the Administrator states that its specific role is to support countries in addressing the governance challenge with regard to HIV/AIDS.  This is defined further as supporting governments to ensure that the full authority and power of the State is brought to bear on the crisis.  Among the outcomes listed is one which is, and I quote, “prominence of HIV/AIDS as an election issue” unquote.  

4.
We have a responsibility to ensure that the UNDP does not become redundant to the development efforts of countries.  The commitment of member States in dealing with the crisis will soon be amply demonstrated at the forthcoming General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS.  What is required from UNDP is tangible assistance. UNICEF has reported that one of the key constraints which it faces in its commendable efforts for preventing mother to child transmission of HIV is the absence of clean drinking water.  Mother to child transmission is the one which can, relatively, be tackled most easily - both in terms of logistics and financial resources.  We would, therefore, strongly suggest that UNDP consider moving provision of clean drinking water from sub-goal 2 of goal 2 in its strategic results framework to a place of higher priority.  This would be meaningful contribution to the response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
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