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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: Annual Report of the Executive Director on the Activities of UNOPS
Statement by Mr. B. S. Bishnoi, Counsellor on June 14, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


My delegation had understood your earlier remarks to indicate that the Executive Director’s Report would be followed by Questions and Answers.  We would have been happy to go along with that.  We have, however, heard statements from various delegations and would like to seek your indulgence to also briefly refer to this matter.

2.
We thank the Executive Director for the Annual Report on the Activities of UNOPS which we have before us.  We have looked carefully at the financial performance of UNOPS.  We note that if project delivery had not been affected by the cancellation or delay of approved project budgets, sufficient income would have been generated to meet the requirements of the self-financing principle and to begin replenishment of the operational reserve.

3.
UNOPS has no specific mandate except to provide contracted services to its clients.  It is, however, interesting to note that, while executing projects, they have also developed new methods for generating non-traditional rural micro-finance, established new financial institutions that focus on the rural poor and introduced production and marketing methods which allow farmers to protect themselves against market voltality by synchronizing their production with supply and demand.  This, in our view, enriches our shared knowledge of how to address poverty.
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