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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: Information and Communication Strategy of UNFPA

Statement by Shri S.C. Srivastava, Director, Department of Family Welfare, 

on June 12, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


We thank for an excellent and informative report containing a review of the experience in implementation of UNFPA’s Information and Communication Strategy during the period 1997-2000.  We also thank for an excellent CD-Rom and the Kit that has been given to us.

2.
We are, indeed, happy that the major finding of the review is that the strategy has proven to be effective over the past four years.  We congratulate the Fund on this achievement and wish it success in its further endeavours.

3.
We agree with the view contained in the [Executive Director’s] report that the Fund’s appeal lies in its vision of reaching out to individuals, especially women, and helping them in specific ways that would make a profound difference to their lives, and in so doing improve their reproductive health and promote early stabilisation of world population.  This appeal should be preserved as the work being done by the Fund is, undoubtedly, extremely important.  Whether the work is also high profile or not is, in our opinion, not of importance.  We would, therefore, counsel caution in proceeding with attempts to create a new and higher profile for UNFPA.  Buzz words such as “corporate identity” should not detract the Fund from its core mandate.

4.
Finally, a few words about UNFPA’s Goodwill Ambassadors.  We know the three from India.  They are, of course, exceptionally beautiful.  We would also like to add that they are extremely competent and are doing a fine job for the Fund.

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
