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Annual Session 2001 of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Agenda Item: Funding Commitments to UNFPA

Statement by Mr. S.C. Srivastava, Director, Department of Family Welfare, on June 12, 2001

_____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,


We thank the Executive Director for her report on funding commitments to UNFPA.

2.
We note that the declining trend in contributions to general resources over the past three years was reversed somewhat in 2000.  We, however, regret that only US$ 2.1 billion a year globally in international assistance is currently being made available for targets outlined in the ICPD Programme of Action.  This stands out in sharp contrast to the figure of US$ 5.7 billion in international assistance for the year 2000 which had been agreed upon at the ICPD in 1994.  The US$ 9 billion spent by developing countries in 1999 for achieving the goals of the Programme of Action is proof of their real commitment to the pledge.  The figure of US$ 2.1 billion, however, tells another story.

3.
We also note that general or core resources for UNFPA have come down from 87% in 1999 to 71% in 2000.  This is unfortunate.  The Executive Director has indicated a preference for regular resources by pointing out that non-core resources tend to be ad hoc, temporary in nature and aimed at specific purposes that may or may not coincide with MYFF results.  This is correct.  There is, however, more to it.  Regular resources allow UNFPA to distribute according to planned needs rather than special interest.  They also allow UNFPA to be politically independent, impartial way and in a way in which its own mandate rather than the interests of specific donor agendas.

4.
We would, while on the subject of funding, like to express our satisfaction with the increase in the donor base of the UNFPA from 68 countries in 1999 to more than 100 countries in 2000.  We congratulate UNFPA on this important achievement.

5.
ICPD-POA recommended for increased resource mobilization to population programmes.  India has fulfilled its commitment in terms of meeting the expenditure budget of about 80% domestically.  However, a shortfall in resource availability from the donor agencies is a matter of concern. Any system of resource allocation pre-supposes the existence of required resources, which can be distributed, but due to steadily declining resource position of UNFPA allocations have been reduced.

6.
We would like the Board to note that due to lack of availability of funds last year, programmes in India had to be significantly curtailed.  We hope that the resource position of UNFPA will be facilitated so that programme requirements are met and momentum is not affected.
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