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Eleventh Meeting of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

Statement by Mr. Narinder Singh, First Secretary on May 14, 2001

____________________________________________________________
Mr. President,

At the outset, I would like to join with other delegations in congratulating you on your unanimous election as   President for the Eleventh Meeting of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

Given the importance of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea as the fundamental legal framework for all uses of the oceans and seas, the need for its universal acceptance, in order to effectively address problems in ocean affairs of a global character, cannot be over-emphasized.  With the deposit of three ratifications and accessions during 2000, the total number of States Parties has now reached 135. Thus, the Convention continues to move steadily closer to the ultimate goal of universal participation.  We urge all States which have not yet done so to seriously consider ratifying or acceding to the Convention.  There is also an urgent need for States parties to enact   the necessary national legislation to implement the provisions of the Convention to ensure its effective and uniform implementation. States must also harmonise their national legislations with the provisions of the Convention. 

Mr. President, the current session has on its agenda several important topics for consideration including the Report of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, the Draft Budget of the Tribunal for the year 2002, the Rules of Procedure for the Meeting of States Parties, matters relating to article 319 of the convention, and the issue of time limits for making submissions to the Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf. 
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea has the vital role of resolving disputes regarding the manner in which the Convention should be interpreted and applied. It has become a functioning judicial institution in the short time since its establishment in 1996 and has already heard and delivered judgments and orders in a number of cases involving a wide range of important issues such as freedom of navigation and other internationally unlawful uses of the sea, the enforcement of customs laws, fisheries regulation and conservation, and the right of hot pursuit. In all these cases, the Tribunal delivered its orders and judgments very expeditiously and has built a reputation as a modern court that can respond quickly. In addition to the cases heard by the Tribunal, the International Court of Justice also has before it several cases on issues relating to maritime boundaries and delimitation, oil platforms at sea, and sovereignty over islands.  This indicates the increasing readiness on the part of States to refer their legal disputes on maritime matters for adjudication through compulsory judicial settlement.     Since the last Meeting of the States Parties, the Tribunal has moved into its new headquarters premises. We appreciate the facilities provided by the host country, Germany, to enable the efficient functioning of the tribunal.

The adoption by the International Seabed Authority of the Regulations on prospecting and exploration for polymetallic nodules, the Mining Code, is an important milestone towards commercial exploitation of deep sea minerals in the international seabed Area, which   under the Convention, are the common heritage of mankind.  The exploration and exploitation of the resources of the Area are to be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, and the financial and economic benefits arising from such activities are to be equitably shared. The approval of the regulations will enable the Authority to issue exploration contracts to the registered pioneer investors. 

The Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf has adopted its Scientific and Technical Guidelines which are intended to provide assistance to coastal States with regard to the technical nature and scope of the data and information they are expected to submit for establishing the limits of their continental shelfs beyond 200 nautical miles, and has indicated that it is now in a position to receive submissions from States. In view of the difficulties faced by many coastal States, especially developing countries, in complying with the ten year limit for making submissions to the Commission, due to their limited technical expertise and lack of resources for undertaking the necessary surveys, we support proposals for extending the deadline.  

On the Rules of Procedure of the Meeting of States Parties, we consider as unacceptable proposals to introduce any form of weighted voting or proposals which would require an unreasonably high majority for taking decisions on budgetary and financial matters.  The requirement of a two thirds majority for taking such decisions as contained in the original proposal would be adequate and also in line with the practice in other similar bodies. 
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