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Comments on the End Decade Review on the Follow Up for the World Summit for Children

Statement by Mrs. Veena S. Rao, Joint Secretary, Department of Women &

 Child Development on June11, 2001

____________________________________________________________
Madam Chairperson, 


Thank you for giving me the floor.  First, on behalf of the Government of India, our appreciation and compliments to Madam Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, UNICEF, for her able leadership, and to the Bureau for the smooth progress being made towards the forthcoming Special Session in September.

2.
This report of the Secretary General, I believe is one of its kind and will stand out in the anthology of documents on Children’s issues for a long time. And this, not only because of the comprehensiveness of detail, its fresh, novel approach, absence of rhetoric and cliché, and the elegance of language and presentation. But also because of the hope and optimism that filters through it from beginning to end. Statistics, both bad and good have been presented in their appropriate perspectives, and the fundamental premises that form the foundation of our mandate have been reiterated with passion and conviction.  The linkages between poverty, denial of children’s rights and the security of the future could not have been brought out in simpler or more lucid terms.  

3.
There is no doubt that one of the most significant and long term outcomes of the World Summit of 1990 is that issues relevant to children have been placed higher on national and global political and budgetary agendas. One of the major tasks for this decade, in our view, is to continue our campaign for alliances, most importantly with the Economists who influence financial decision making at the international level, particularly in the Brettonwoods institutions; and at the country levels with those who shape Plans and Budgets. Investment in children and achievement of the Goals for Children should not be viewed in isolation, merely as child welfare or development, but also as an economic investment that will bring long term and sustained economic progress to societies and nations. The degree of investment in children and women, especially for health, nutrition and education, has a direct bearing on their acquisition and development of skills and economic productivity. These gains would naturally accrue to the societies and countries they belong to. It is no exaggeration, therefore, to say that children are the source of development and that Economists must accord the same economic priority to human resources development which begins with children, as they do to infrastructure development. One is reminded of the introductory page of the Progress on Nations 1998, which succinctly and eloquently captures this point and I quote: “The day will come when nations will be judged not by their military or economic strength, nor by the splendour of their of their capital cities and public buildings, but by the well being of their peoples: by their levels of health, nutrition and education…., and by the protection that is afforded to the growing minds and bodies of children.”

4.
Studies abound in almost all developing countries proving the incremental growth acceleration by a simple investment in infants, children and women, be it the health, nutrition or education.  A study in India establishes that one dollar invested on a child saves 27 dollars spent on future health care, medical treatment, subsidies and reduced economic contribution to the nation.  Studies also confirm the fact that developing countries lose billions of dollars of GDP on account of low productivity brought about by chronic energy deficiency and sub-optimal development of their human resources. 

5.
Just as poverty is cyclical, so are its manifestations. Ill health, malnutrition, illiteracy form concurrent cycles within the larger cycle of poverty.  They are inter generational to a large extent and we are gratified that this has been highlighted in the report of the Secretary General.  We are confident that this very vital concept will also enter the perspectives and strategies adopted by other UN bodies in their social sector programmes.  

6.
The report rightly throws into relief the problem of regional disparities within nations.  This is indeed a grave problem in India and we are aware that a special focus with result oriented, innovative strategies to target such areas is urgently required.  To bring these areas at par with the rest of the country shall be our major responsibility for the next decade.

7.
The world is aware of the gigantic dimension of our challenges, which are not merely confined to the question of numbers or the fact that 20% of the world’s children belong to India. India is an extremely pluralistic society and is committed to bringing about attitudinal change through consultation and decentralized democratic means, something that can prove to be extremely challenging and time consuming. However, in spite of all the odds, appreciable changes in the indicators relating to children, and the status of women and adolescent girls, especially regarding literacy and empowerment, are visible in India.  

8.
The report also rightly touches upon the murkier side of human nature that abuses, neglects and exploits children. To some extent one can say globalization and technological advancement have facilitated the heinous offence of child trafficking and exploitation, by providing easier and quicker communication for traffickers. Let all nations resolve that during this decade they will make a formidable dent into this extreme form of child abuse and crack the criminal networks of child traffickers and sexual abusers. 

9.
The Report reminds us that we must continue our efforts at preventive and preemptive action to contain the spread of HIV AIDS. We must increase awareness levels amongst women and adolescents who often become unwitting sufferers of this tragedy.  The issue of mother to child transmission requires much greater research and a codification of practices must be formulated. While speaking of globalization and technology, we must not forget that the greatest need in developing countries is to introduce simple, practical, affordable technology to ease the hard life of the rural peasants, especially women. 

10.
Let us also resolve that during this decade, the goals for children will not remain lodged at Federal and State Capitals but will percolate down to the District, Block and Village levels, both quantitatively and qualitatively. This would facilitate grass-root review, more precise area-based information, ownership by the community, and would be the greatest advocacy test for Children’s Rights at grass root level. 

11.
Another lasting contribution made by the World Summit Declaration of 1990 has been that it heralded a decade in which civil society organizations committed to a cause of child rights proliferated and participated actively. It is the synergy of State and Civil Society organizations that alone can generate the required energy, momentum, and resources for extending complete coverage in our attempts to meet the goals for children. Similarly, the right of children to participate and be heard has been established. However, a word of caution would be in order. In the process of participation, let not children be made instruments, and let them not be or be loaded to understanding things which are beyond their tender years and psyches, or be driven to losing their childhood by adopting parallel personalities, sometimes quite alien to their roots.  Let us also remember, Madam Chairperson, that children and adolescence are phases that prepare children for adulthood, which is the longest period of a person’s life.  The health, prosperity and value systems of adults often reflect the socio-economic and emotional investments made in children by parents, care-providers and society.  Indeed, Madam Chairperson, our responsibilities are formidable, and we must not fail our children on any count.

12.
The closing chapter of the report captures the dilemmas, the contradiction between our knowledge and action regarding children’s issues and makes an impassioned case for investing in children. We are in complete accord regarding the priority areas drawn up in the Report. The Goals for Children will be the intermediary vehicles through which the Rights of Children will actually be enforced.  Madam Chairperson, the World Summit Goals are from their nascent stage progressing into adolescence in the present decade.  We must support, nurture and strengthen them, so that they too can realize their objectives and complete potential in adulthood and bring hope, joy and light into the lives of all children in the world.
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