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Mr. Chairman,

We welcome the opportunity to participate in discussions under Agenda
Item 33: Comprehensive Review of the Whole Question of Peacekeeping
Operations in all their aspects. We associate ourselves with the statement made
by the distinguished representative of Morocco, on behalf of the Non Aligned
Movement.

Mr Chairman,

We note the recent increase in the number of UN peacekeeping
personnel to approximately 93,000 men and women in 18 peacekeeping
operations. There is a likelihood that the numbers are going to rise even further,
with increased commitments in Lebanon, Sudan and Timor Leste. While this
shows the indispensability of peacekeeping operations the world over, it is also a
sad commentary on the present international situation.

The Under-Secretary-General has in his comments rightly commended the
DPKO’s ability to raise and deploy large peacekeeping components at short
notice. At the same time, it has also been seen that the UN tends to create new
parallel instruments without in-depth planning. Therefore, the problems that face
us in peacekeeping today are not only because new missions have been set up
or old ones expanded but also because of the manner in which they were set up,
what they are asked to do and, not least, the tools they are provided with.

Foremost among the challenges continue to be the necessity to improve
the safety and security of uniformed and civilian personnel - an area of great



interest and concern to India. The rush to deploy troops under difficult UN
mandates, without adequate resources, places the life of peacekeepers at
increased risk. In this context, we welcome the Under-Secretary-General’s
recognition of strategic priorities, especially the focus on reform, resources,
training, modernization and accountability.

The progress made through the establishment of Joint Operation Centres
and Joint Mission Analysis Centres (JOC/IJMAC), needs to filter down to the
Missions. We would again underline the importance of sharing of information
with troop contributing countries and field commanders. The bureaucracy at
Headquarters must actively and continuously engage field missions and positively
respond to resolving their problems rather than creating more problems for
them. Therefore, while we note the emphasis on creation of a civilian cadre for
DPKO, we hope this would not end up being merely another expansion of job
opportunities. We would also like to emphasize the importance of ensuring
equitable geographical representation and transparency in recruitment while
undertaking such expansion. We also welcome the Under-Secretary-General’s
underlining of the need for improving communication technologies and IT
capacities so as to enhance the safety and security of personnel in the field.

Mr. Chairman,

India supports the energising of the mechanism of triangular
consultations between Troop Contributing Countries, the Security Council and the
UN Secretariat. In this context, we note the holding of Private Meetings under
Resolution 1353 format and the increase in the frequency of briefings for TCCs.
However, such meetings still continue to be held on the very eve of the renewal
of Mission mandates, leaving little time or scope for meaningful discussions. We
would like to re-emphasise that TCCs need to be involved early and fully in all
aspects and stages of mission planning. This would contribute to further
enhancing the design, execution and effectiveness of peacekeeping operations.

We welcome the UN’s efforts to further deepen its relationship with the
African Union. India supports these efforts. We share close and historic ties with
our African brothers and sisters and are ourselves involved in bilateral capacity
building efforts in most African countries. Nevertheless, the role of regional
arrangements, should be in accordance with Chapter VIII of the UN Charter and
the real challenge for the UN is how to strengthen peacekeeping without
regionalizing it. The UN cannot absolve itself of its responsibility under the
Charter for the maintenance of international peace and security.

Mr Chairman,



We agree that peacekeeping elements should be incorporated into new
multi-disciplinary peacekeeping operations from the outset to ensure a seamless
transition. We would, however, caution against the tendency to confuse
peacekeeping with peacebuilding. Peacekeeping is short-term, designed to
perform a series of specific tasks, particularly establishment of a basic degree of
security and order. Post-conflict peacebuilding, on the other hand, is a longer
term exercise, best left to the Agencies, Funds and Commissions of the UN
system and must be locally-owned. Post-conflict peacebuilding cannot be
achieved through peacekeepers, who do not have the training, resources, or
capabilities to undertake post-conflict reconciliation, reconstruction and
development. In this regard, we support establishment of institutional
cooperation and coordination between DPKO and the Peacebuilding Commission,
including the Peacebuilding Support Office.

As regards the sensitive issue of conduct and discipline, we must
emphasise that sexual exploitation and abuse are totally unacceptable forms of
behaviour. We fully support the implementation of a policy of zero tolerance and
note the work done by DPKO on raising the awareness of those with managerial
and command responsibilities; establishing standards of conduct, training and
investigation. Careful preparatory training in terms of a multi-cultural, pluralistic
and tolerant outlook is as important as subsequent swift punitive action.

We also welcome the progress underway with regard to the establishment
of Standing Police Capacity and we recognize the role played by the Police
Advisor in taking it forward and look forward to its becoming functional. We
would emphasize that the recruitment to this capacity should be done in a
transparent manner giving due weightage to professionalism, geographical
balance and contribution of TCCs.

Mr Chairman,

India has contributed over 80,000 troops to UN peacekeeping,
participated in almost in every UN mission, particularly in Africa, and made the
supreme sacrifice on 112 occasions. We are proud that the first Female Formed
Police Unit in the UN would be contributed by India to the Mission in Liberia
(UNIMIL). This reflects our commitment to assist the UN in reaching out to the
most vulnerable sections, i.e. women and children, in conflict and post-conflict
societies.

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, I would like to restate India’s unwavering
commitment to the purposes and principles of the UN and our desire to make
peacekeeping into an even more effective tool in the maintenance of
international peace and security.



Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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