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Mr. President,

We would like to congratulate you and the members of the bureau on your election. Let me also thank the outgoing
bureau, which did a commendable job under the able leadership of Ambassador Mehdi Danesh-Yazdi of Iran. We thank the
Executive Director for the comprehensive and well-presented report.

Mr. President,

The Executive Director’s report highlights the efforts being made by UNICEF through new partnerships to gather
consensus around the important needs of children. Efforts such as the global campaign, “Unite for Children, Unite Against AIDS”
and the new Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health, should bring renewed commitment and focus to the vital
challenges related to children. Collective efforts of and close working relationships among UN Agencies, Non-Governmental
Organisations and Donors can provide a fillip to the efforts of countries to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. We note
that UNICEF is working productively with the World Bank, IFAD, the African development Bank, UNDP and others. These efforts
augur well for the world’s children.

The report provides a good overview of the implementation of the Triennial Comprehensive Policy Review of the
operational activities for development of the UN system. The continued positive trend in regular resources levels in 2005, as well
as in other resources, is a development that needs to be carried forward into the future. We agree with the Executive Director
on the need for continued support to core resources to enable UNICEF to fulfill its core commitments.

We agree with UNICEF’s continuing efforts to mainstream a gender perspective in its work. It is essential to focus on
the needs of the girl child, as it is only by ensuring her well-being and future that we can really achieve our desired goals. In
India, we have launched several programmes for the education of the girl child, including programmes for residential schools, free
textbooks and uniforms for girl children. It is also an important component under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, our campaign for
universal primary education.

Mr. President,

We note the efforts made for capacity building and agree that it is a critical element of programmes for achieving the
desired objectives and sustaining the gains made. Devinfo, referred to in the Report, can be an important source of data on
social indicators and is useful for preparing reliable, age specific and disaggregated data efficiently in a presentable manner. India
has adopted the Devinfo, though with modifications, to bring it in tune with local requirements, for effective planning and
monitoring. However, being a large country, with various levels in the Government machinery, complete adoption is likely to take
time.

We note that 11 UNICEF staff have served as Resident Coordinators and that the Executive Director is encouraging
more UNICEF staff to serve in this capacity. This effort needs to continue as the child oriented perspective of UNICEF staff
would be useful for integrating work on behalf of children in the field level work of the UN system, while enriching the capacity
of UNICEF staff to work as leaders with other agencies in the field.

Mr. President,



The Report provides a useful update on progress made in implementing the goals of a “world fit for children”. We
feel that such updates would be more useful with a brief analysis of the funding aspect.

Following the UN Special Session on Children in 2002 India has prepared a National Plan of Action for Children 2005

with fresh goals, objectives and strategies, keeping in view the international goals. The Plan has been launched in the country

th . N . . . . . .

on 20 August 2005. Though our task is mammoth, with regular monitoring and reviewing we hope to achieve our targets in
time.

India has prepared a country report on the achievement of Millennium Development Goals for review of the present
status. We are committed to fight against the threats of hunger, HIV/AIDS and also to improving child indicators.  Concerted
efforts are being made to reduce the infant mortality rate and child mortality rate. Intensive programmes are also being
implemented for achieving universal elementary education for children up to the age of 14 years and reducing the gender gap.

Mr. President,

Let me conclude by saying a word in support of UNICEF and its work on behalf of the world’s children. UNICEF
deserves our support and cooperation in its endeavours.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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