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assistance of the United Nations, including special economic  

assistance [73 a), c) y d)]: joint debate. 
 

(New York, November 14, 2005) 
 
Mr. Chairman: 
 
Guatemala associates itself fully with the statement made on behalf of the Group of 77 
and China.  We wish to thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive reports on 
the subject. We shall comment on international cooperation on humanitarian assistance 
in the field of natural disasters (A/60/227) and then on the improvement of the Central 
Emergency Revolving Fund (A/60/432). 
 
Mr. Chairman: 
 
There is no question that humanitarian matters are of fundamental importance whenever 
emergencies are dealt with. Our debates and shared experiences nevertheless 
demonstrate that risk reduction and preventive action with respect to persons who live in 
conditions of vulnerability are the best way to contribute to reducing the impact of 
disasters. 
 
For this reason Guatemala concurs with the Secretary-General’s recommendation that 
relevant United Nations organizations and donor governments should strengthen the 
capacity of disaster-prone countries in disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and 
post-disaster recovery, within a disaster risk-reduction framework. 
 
Mr. Chairman: 
 
Coping with these problems requires a global response; hence the importance of 
strengthening cooperation with and technical assistance to governments, so that concrete 
actions may be taken in the prevention and mitigation of disasters.  
 
 



Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Stan, Wilma and Beta storms and hurricanes that have recently taken place have 
regrettably confirmed Central America’s vulnerability to natural disasters.  It is known 
that in the period from June to November the region can be struck by hurricanes, storms, 
floods and mudslides, that from November to June it can suffer droughts and forest fires, 
and that during any one-year period beginning in June it can be hit by volcanic 
eruptions, earthquakes and seaquakes. 
 
By reason of its geographic position and geological characteristics, Guatemala is a 
country of multiple and varied landscapes as well as climates, but also one that is highly 
vulnerable and exposed to various types of disasters.  
 
We have learned in the hardest possible way that, in addition to its devastating effects on 
human security and sustainable development, a disaster also involves serious threats to 
the various modes of social organization.  The series of catastrophic mudslides brought 
about last month by the torrential rain caused by hurricane Stan, not only inflicted 
serious damage on Guatemala’s infrastructure, but also resulted in the death of a large 
number of people in predominantly indigenous communities, which was very 
detrimental to the social fabric of the country. 
 
As for the recommendation calling for enhancing the role of regional organizations, we 
concur in the need for strengthening regional cooperation, which has enabled to reach a 
higher level of coordination in coping with disasters. This is why Guatemala decidedly 
supports the efforts being made by the region in the context of the Central American 
Integration System.  We are now cooperating with the other countries of the region on 
the basis of supporting the work being done by the Coordination Center for the 
Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPRENENAC). 
 
Mr. Chairman: 
 
Turning now to the Improvement of the Central Emergency Revolving Fund, Guatemala 
agrees that a need exists for modernizing it and is grateful for the proposal contained in 
the Secretary-General’s report.   We understand that the upgrading of the present Fund 
would imply not a reform of the United Nations system for responding to humanitarian 
crisis as a whole, but the creation of a more efficient mechanism that would react rapidly 
and thus be able to count on predictable funding that would be available to all in an 
equitable manner.  
 
My delegation supports the modernization of the Fund, and particularly the 
strengthening the basic elements of humanitarian response in underfunded crisis 
situations.  We believe that this is the best way to make sure that cases of “unnoticed” 
emergencies receive the attention they deserve. My delegation considers that all natural 
disasters should be on a footing of equality as regards the attention they receive and 
should thus not be viewed in terms of what country suffers the greatest number of 
deaths, damage or is the subject of the most headlines in the international press. The 
tsunami disaster clearly demonstrated that extraordinary amounts of financing can be 
attained, provided the necessary political will and commitments are there. 
 



In this respect we wish to express our concern over the criteria and guidelines that are to 
be used in the operation of the new Fund, particularly as regards the role the advisory 
group proposed will have in the allocation of funds.  It is normal, to be sure, for funds to 
have bodies or committees responsible for deciding whether or not to grant financial 
assistance.  We consider, however, that this is not the most appropriate arrangement in 
the case of emergencies, where the time taken to respond is an essential element.  For the 
moment my delegation is still looking at the matter.  But we would like to observe that 
any process by which the group is selected must be based, as a minimum, on adequate 
and equitable geographical distribution.  
 
Assessment of needs as a basis for evaluating the amount or accessibility of the 
necessary resources is a matter that should be ruled upon by the State concerned, not by 
an entity providing the funds at the discretion of a select group.  Otherwise a limitation 
would be imposed on the potential beneficial impact, in terms of both the amount and 
the use of the funds.  Now more than ever before our work should be guided by the 
principles of humanitarian assistance laid down in resolution 46/182, particularly the 
principles of humanity, neutrality, and impartiality. 
 
For Guatemala it is also essential that the cultural particularities of countries be taken 
into account. The population of Guatemala comprises a very considerable proportion of 
indigenous peoples, whose community tradition is a fundamental contributing factor to 
success in managing a system of assistance to relieve humanitarian crises as well as to 
the undertaking of actions to ensure post-disaster recovery. 
 
Mr. Chairman: 
 
The object of the Fund is to save lives; but we cannot disregard post-disaster recovery.  
As the Secretary-General rightly points out, there are at present gaps in capacities of the 
United Nations system and its mechanisms insofar as supporting post-disaster recovery 
is concerned.  Guatemala supports the efforts of the United Nations to establish an 
International Recovery Platform to remedy this.  
 
We are grateful for the efforts seeking to strengthen coordination of humanitarian and 
relief assistance in cases of disaster, whether made by the United Nations or by all the 
countries that participate in the never-ending struggle to reduce disasters. We appreciate 
the endeavors of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the Under-
Secretary-General who heads it.  
 
Thank you.    
  
 


