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Venerable Sirs,

Your Royal Highness,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. As | am currently in New York to represent the Royal Government of
Cambodia to attend the 14™ Session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development, it is indeed a special privilege for me to take part in this
extraordinary day as this year’s International Recognition of the Day of
Vesak falls in the round year of 2550 of the Buddhist Calendar. 1 would like
to thank H.E. Dr. Widhya Chem, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom
of Cambodia, for the invitation to attend this auspicious event.

2. With the return of peace and political stability in the country, Buddhism has
witnessed a rapid revival in Cambodia along with its ancient traditions. As
the vast majority of ethnic Cambodians are Buddhists, adherence to
Buddhism is considered intrinsic to the country's ethnic and cultural identity.
The main teaching of Lord Buddha which emphasizes compassion, tolerance
and non-violence leads to a web of peaceful fabrics in the society based on
mutual respect and devotion.

3. Now, | have the great honour to convey a message from His Holiness
Samdech Preah Mahasumetheathipadey Tep Vong, the Supreme
Patriarch of Mahanikaya Buddhist Order of Cambodia on this solemn and
auspicious occasion as follows:
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(Supreme Patriarch of Mahanikays
Budddhist Order of Cambodia)

Message from H.H Preah Mahasumetheathipadey Tep Vong, the Supreme Patriarch of
Mahanikaya Buddhist Order of Cambodia to the UN Day of Vesak '
at the United Nation Headquarters, New York, the United States of America

April 25, 2006

. It is & great honor and
Buddhist Order of Cambodia
to Buddhist followers and pa
Day of Vesak, to be held at
States of America on the 15

privilege for me as the Supreme Patriarch of Mahanikaya
to send a message of warmest congratulation and greeting
rticipants who are going to join the suspicious celebration of
the United Nations Headquarters, New York City, the United
n day of Waxing moon, BE 2550 (falling on May 11, 2006).

Nowadays the whole population of Cambodia is over ten million, and more than
90 percent of them are Buddhists. By the way, it is a tremendous pride for Cambodia to
be a facilitator for this great occasion of Day of Vesak at the United Nations
Headquarters. Also, the Day of Vesak considered as a national event is solemnly
~ celebrated every year under the patronage and presidency of the King, and Prime
Minister, with the participation of parliamentarians, the government officials and people
2t all levels. ¥n the Cambodian history, Buddhism was introduced to Cambodians in the
third century of Buddhist Era under the patronage of King Asoka of India, brought by
two Buddhist monks- Ven. Sona Thera and Uttara Thera, in the region of Soyanbhutm,
and has been put in a high esteem from then on. On the whole, Cambodians have
accepted and adhered to the values of Buddhism as important part of their lives. B

The Day of Vesak is a very important day for all Buddhists from all traditions and
backgrounds- no matter what sects or denominations they belong to — Mahayana or .
Theravada Buddbists. Generally speaking, the Day of Vesak is a Buddhist grand
occasion, specifically celebrated in dedication to the birth, enlightenment and Nirvax}a
(the passing away) of the lord Buddha, who indefatigably spent t:orty-ﬁYe years of his
lifetime expounding Dharma (discourses) for the sake of all senticnt beings o_vercomg
- with greed, hatred and delusion regardless of races, colors, ethnicities, faiths an
territories.

Currently, most part of the world is increasingly being plagued and tormented b);
terrorism, violence, aggression and discrimination, primarily due to the lack of mutua
understanding, compassion, tolerance, patience, and cooperation. As' we are well a;ware,d
Buddhism has played a vital role in contributing to peace at national, regional, an
nossiblv world levels. As the event was formallv recognized bv the United Nations in its



resolution in 1999 as a religion of peace, all Buddhists from various traditions and

denominations throughout the world gather together as a body to spread the messages of

peace, compassion, and tolerance to the world today in compliance with the spirit of the
General Assembly’s resolution,

In this regard, it reflects unity and friendship among various traditions to
disseminate and promote the values, philosophy, and principles of the lord Buddha.

Finally, T am strongly convinced that the Buddhist gathering from various
traditions will surely gain momentum for global peace and positive change by means of

unity and friendship, and the observance of Buddhist philosophy to achieve a better world
to live in,
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HH Preah Mahasumetheathipadey Tep Veong
Supreme Patriarch of Mahanikaya
Buddhist Order of Cambodia
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