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H.E. Co-chairmen,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, allow me to extend, on behalf of the people and Government of
Cambodia, our deepest condolences to the Government of Peru and the bereaved
family of victims of the recent earthquake.

I would like also to express my deep sympathy to the citizens of the Democratic
Republic of Korea, who have been taken hostage in Afghanistan and appeal for the
immediate release of the victims.

| wish to join the previous speakers in expressing my heartfelt appreciation to the
Government of Brazil for the warm hospitality extended to my delegation and the
excellent arrangement of the Third FEALAC Foreign Ministerial Meeting in this
beautiful city of Brasilia. I also wish to warmly congratulate the Dominican Republic
as a new member of our forum.

H.E. Co-chairmen,

Cambodia attaches great importance to the cooperation between East Asia and Latin
America through FEALAC framework. Even though it is young in its nature since its
inception, FEALAC provides a good opportunity and new avenues for cooperation in
order to realize the full potential of closer interactions between the two regions.

Cambodia considers the Brazilian Declaration and Programme of Action, which we
will adopt tomorrow morning, as important guidelines for us to strengthen the
cooperation between the two regions in the years to come. | think that in this
document, we converge on a large number of priority areas ranging from socio-
economic to political dimension.

My delegation takes note with keen interest that the Draft Declaration and Programme
of Action clearly mentions the concern of widening development gap between the



developed and developing countries in the two regions. | welcome the shared view of
all delegations that urgent actions by each country and the international community
are imperative to meet the needs of the Least Developing Countries and to foster
sustainable development in all of them.

H.E. Co-chairmen,

During the past decades, Cambodia had gone through substantial transformation. The
win-win policy of Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia has brought to
Cambodia a complete peace, national reconciliation and territorial unification. Since
1998, Cambodia has fully enjoyed the benefits of peace, political stability and rapid
economic growth. Indeed, the hard gained peace, political stability, safety, social
order and enhanced security are the most important pre-condition to Cambodia’s
realization of its real economic and social potentials.

Despite major challenges faced by the globalization and climate change, Cambodia’ s
economy has become more and more dynamic with the average growth of 9% per
annum during 2000 —-2006. In particular, during the last 3 years, the Cambodian
economic growth reached unprecedented rates on average of 11.4% per annum.

H.E. Co-chairmen,

Cambodia is pleased to see that FEALAC is steadily marching on to increase trade
activities and investments within the two regions. For our part, Cambodia has made
progress in integrating itself in a series of sub-regions as well as regions. Indeed,
cooperation with those regions has provided us with more opportunities to pursuit
international investment and trade reforms as well as elimination of trade hindrances.
Cambodia will continue its journey towards trade liberalization aiming at ensuring
free movement of goods and services between Cambodia and its partner countries in
the region, as well as in the whole world. Our participation in the ASEAN Free Trade
Zone and the WTO s strategic and historical steps towards the development efforts of
Cambodia. In this regard, I am sure that FEALAC would provide a good opportunity
of trade for Cambodia as well.

H.E. Co-chairmen,

Finally, may | take this opportunity to thank H.E Celso Amorim, Minister of State for
External Relations of Brazil and H.E Kim Jong-hoon, Minister of Trade of the
Republic of Korea for their wonderful co-ordinatorship of this Ministerial Meeting. |
would like to warmly welcome Argentina and Japan as our next regional Coordinators
for the IV Ministerial Meeting, and wish to assure Cambodia’s fullest cooperation and
support for further success of FEALAC.

Thank you



