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THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION WITH 

MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES
Windhoek, Republic of Namibia, 4-6 August 2008
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(The State of Development Co-operation with Middle Income Countries and International Obligations)

Windhoek Ministerial Declaration 
on Development Cooperation with Middle-Income Countries 

We, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation participating in the 3rd Ministerial Conference on Development Cooperation with Middle-income Countries (MICs) held in Windhoek, Namibia, from 4 to 6 August 2008, recognize:

1. The need to reflect the development needs of MICs, including those contained in this declaration, in the outcomes of the international economic development processes, including, among others, in the outcome of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus to be held in Doha, Qatar from 29 November to 2 December 2008. 
2. The importance of dialogue on strengthening international economic cooperation for development through the consolidation of a global partnership for development, in order to further strengthen the efforts of the international community in addressing development issues of international concern, especially those of MICs. 
3. That MICs should have a greater voice and a more effective participation in international economic decision-making processes, particularly in the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs) and the World Trade Organization (WTO), and other key standard and norm setting international institutions. 

4.  The importance of making progress in multilateral trade negotiations, especially in the framework of the WTO Doha Development Round, aiming, inter alia, at enhanced market access for MICs and improving conditions for MICs accession to WTO which should take into account their development, trade and financial needs. 
5. The successes and efforts made by MICs to achieve sustainable development, economical and social progress, eradicate poverty, as well as in implementing the internationally agreed development goals, including MDGs. 
6. The existence of challenges and obstacles that are preventing MICs from achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including MDGs, and the need to strengthen international support of the development efforts of MICs, taking into account their economic and social characteristics and circumstances, as well as, their specific needs and priorities. 
7. That MICs’ categorization, particularly averages based on criteria such as per capita income, does not always accurately reflect the actual particularities and needs of those countries.
8. The need to elaborate a more ambitious international development framework, building on the Internationally Agreed Development Goals (IADGs), including the MDGs, that targets sustained economic growth and sustainable development, in accordance with national development priorities and fully respecting MICs national policy space. 
9. The importance of strengthening international development assistance to MICs, including through enhanced allocation of international cooperation resources by the United Nations agencies and other international organizations. 
10. The important nexus between international migration and development and the need to address the challenges and opportunities that migration presents to countries of origin, transit and destination, as well as the need of addressing the multidimensional aspects of international migration through a comprehensive and coherent approach. 
11. The need to further develop cooperation among MICs, including through South-South and triangular cooperation, as well as regional and sub-regional cooperation, and that South-South cooperation is not a substitute but a valuable complement to North-South cooperation. 
12. That enhancing international cooperation for MICs will contribute to the global and regional economic stability, and thus creating conditions to better address the needs of other developing countries and regions, including the LDCs, LLDCs, SIDs and Africa.  
On the basis of the above considerations we:

1. Reaffirm the outcomes of the conferences on development cooperation with MICs held in Madrid
 and in El Salvador
, as well as the regional conference held in Cairo
, and recall the relevant provisions supporting the development efforts of middle-income countries and their development needs reflected in the outcomes of the United Nations major international conferences and summits, including the Millennium Declaration and 2005 World Summit Outcome Document, as well as the relevant provisions of the General Assembly resolutions. 
2. Reiterate the willingness to work together and promote the common interests of MICs in the international development agenda of the United Nations, BWIs, WTO and other international organizations, including on the issues of: access to markets and financial resources, increasing competitiveness and skills development, knowledge and technology transfer, human and institutional capacity building, financial and physical infrastructure, as well as the development of information and communication technologies (ICT) and industrial capacity, private and public sector development, improved statistics and the development of tourism. 

3. Reiterate also the willingness to work together and promote poverty eradication, sustainable agricultural development, environmental protection, social integration, energy and food security, education and health care, promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for the rule of law, good governance at the national and international levels, gender equality and the empowerment of women, children’s well-being, elimination of all forms of discrimination, promote full and productive employment and decent work, elimination of trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms of slavery, combating crime and violence. 
4. Invite the United Nations system for development to enhance support to the MICs and in this context, strengthen its coordination and exchange of experiences with other international organizations, international financial institutions and regional organizations in this field. 
5. Recognize that the actual needs of MICs should be paramount in defining individual aid allocations and that there are many elements to be considered in addition to per capita income in this aid allocation process and urge the United Nations funds, programs and agencies and other international organizations, that have not done so, to review their systems of allocation of resources in order to take into account MICs particularities and needs. 
6. Stress the importance of facilitating the accession of all developing countries to WTO without political impediments in expeditious and transparent manner and with full observance of the principles of special and differentiated treatment for developing countries. 
7. Express deep concern on the recent failure to reach agreement in the WTO Doha Development Trade negotiations, particularly at a time when the global economy is in need of political commitment to overcome the current crisis, and call WTO members to show the necessary political will and flexibility to re-engage to bring the negotiations to a successful development outcome.  
8. Decide to prepare and present for consideration of the 63rd Session of the General Assembly a draft resolution mandating a comprehensive review of existing practices of the international cooperation system, particularly the International Financial Institutions, associated with the United Nations system, its cooperation and development agencies and other international organizations, including the OECD, regarding the development of the MICs with a view to achieve more effective cooperation and foster the international support for the development efforts of these countries and their initiatives. 

9. Call on the international community to support MICs in strengthening their domestic financial systems in order to overcome their vulnerability to external economic instability and financial shocks and in this regard establish a harmonious and sustainable world economic system. 
10. Commit to improve the competitive capacity of MICs, inter alia, by promoting their economic growth, transformation, diversification, technological development and increasing the share of high technology goods and services in their economy. 
11. Decide to develop more active and well-sequenced policies to maximize the development benefits of investment flows and to identify and overcome obstacles to mobilizing resources and acknowledge that international capital flows, particularly foreign direct investment are vital complements to national development efforts in MICs, and in this regard, call on the United Nations and other international organizations to support the capacity building of MICs in creating a conducive domestic investment climate to attract and enhance productive capital flows in accordance with their laws and regulations. 

12. Commit to address the multiple factors and challenges contributing to the global food crisis and to take appropriate necessary actions to ensure food security at the national and global level, and in this regard, call on the international community to support MICs in their efforts to strengthen their agriculture and rural development by substantially increased public and private investment, and greater value added and diversification. 

13. Call upon the relevant United Nations bodies, other international organizations and donors to strengthen their support to MICs in building a strong, productive and efficient energy sector by, inter alia, providing technical and financial assistance, facilitating public and private investments in energy sectors and transfer of technologies for sustainable production and use of traditional energy resources, as well as increasing energy efficiency and conservation and the promotion of new and renewable sources of energy. 
14. Reaffirm our solidarity and cooperation with other categories of developing countries and commit ourselves, where possible, to support their development efforts. 

15. Affirm our commitment to enhance economic cooperation among MICs and underscore its importance to the efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger and achieve human development and sustainable development in Middle Income Countries, including through exchange and transfer of knowledge, know-how and technology among MICs, investing in improving infrastructural facilities and networking, promoting trade in goods and services among MICs at bilateral, regional and interregional levels in sectors with high growth potential, including through innovative mechanisms and promotion of negotiation on a voluntary basis of free trade agreements among MICs. 

16. Welcome the decisions adopted during the 13th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC held in Bali and call for urgent global action to address climate change in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. We urge the international community to assist MICs to address climate change, particularly through new, additional and predictable financial resources, capacity building, and access to and transfer of technology. 
17. Invite the United Nations system, the Global Migration Group and the international community to assist MICs, particularly in the area of capacity building in managing the migration flows to take full advantage of the benefit of international migration, and in this regard, encourages MICs to participate in the Second Global Forum on Migration and Development to be hosted by the Republic of the Philippines on 27-30 October 2008. 
18. Stress the need to strengthen and further invigorate South-South cooperation, and in that regard welcome the convening of a High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries
, to be held in 2009. 

19. Invite the international and regional financial institutions, including the World Bank and regional development banks to further develop innovative financial instruments and knowledge transfer to better serve the special development needs and aspirations of MICs, including in assisting them in the establishment of technological innovation centers and centers of excellence. 

20. Recognize that current debt initiatives do not adequately address the needs of MICs and emphasize the importance of continued work towards durable solutions to the external debt problem of MICs by enhancing sustainability, debt relief, including debt swap mechanisms, and sustainable debt management of MICs and urge the United Nations and other international organizations to continue to provide technical assistance and support for MICs in working towards building national capacities for debt management. 

21. Decide to continue to hold follow-up conferences and other meetings on development cooperation with MICs on a yearly basis and call on the United Nations system and other international organizations to support these endeavors. Furthermore, under the auspices of the previous host countries of the MICs Conferences, we agree to carry forward the work related to MICs issue to discuss the accomplishments and consult on the next series of actions, including the possibility of convening the next Conference in the United Nations headquarters in New York.   
22. Considering the importance of timely addressing the challenges faced by MICs, particularly those arising from the Energy, Food and Climate Change crises and in the interest of increasing aid effectiveness and concretizing development cooperation with MICs, we agree to prepare a comprehensive, time-bound, resource-oriented Action Plan for the next MICs Conference. In this regard, we welcome all the efforts that contribute to this endeavor, and take note inter alia of the proposal for basic elements for an Action Plan by El Salvador.  
23. Take note of the “Global Solidarity Fund” proposed by the Dominican Republic for further consideration.

� A/62/71–E/2007/46


� A/62/483–E/2007/90


� Held on 11-12 March 2008 to discuss how the World Bank and African Development Bank can better align their services to the needs of the Middle Income Countries in Africa


� Report of the United Nations Conference on Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries, Buenos Aires, 30 August–12 September 1978 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.78.II.A.11 and corrigendum), chap. I.





