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GA resolution ‘Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: report of the Conference on Disarmament’ 
Historical background
The issue of the prohibition of the new WMD is discussed by the UN General Assembly since 1975. In 1970s the idea of drafting of the international agreement entitled “Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons” was widely discussed. 
While the general prohibition of all new WMD was advocated by the countries of the Soviet block and supported by some non-aligned countries, Western countries believed that potential treaties banning new types of WMD should be focused on identified weapons, individually negotiated and verifiable by nature. The Western countries also welcomed political commitment of the UN Member-States not to develop new types of WMD. In 1977 and 1978 an alternative GA resolution based on these principles was tabled by the delegation of the United Kingdom and co-sponsored by a number of Western European States.

In 1980s the General Assembly returned to the practice of adopting only one resolution on the issue developed on a compromise basis which included both agreement on the general prohibition of the development of new WMD and an idea of negotiating individual agreements on identified weapons. There was an understanding that the UN Member-States welcome the prohibition of new WMD but there were different views on the mechanisms of its realisation (general agreement versus individual ones). In the middle 1980s the views were expressed that the Conference on Disarmament was an appropriate forum for monitoring the situation around potential new WMD and initiating appropriate measure should it be necessary. Later on this approach was accepted by all UN Member-States, and relevant GA resolution was for the first time adopted by consensus in 1990. Since 1990 resolution has been adopted on triennial bases.
At the Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement in July 2008 NAM Ministers reaffirmed the need to prevent the emergence of new types of weapons of mass destruction and therefore supported the necessity of monitoring the situation and triggering international action as required.
Rational behind draft resolution
The draft resolution notes the desirability of keeping the matter of prevention of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction under review and suggests that the Conference on Disarmament is an appropriate body for monitoring the situation and, when necessary, making recommendations on specific negotiations on identified types of such weapons. The draft resolution also calls upon all States, immediately following any recommendations of the Conference on Disarmament on this matter, to give favourable consideration to those recommendations.
The draft resolution:
· contains element of political commitment expressing determination to prevent the emergence of new types of weapons of mass destruction and calling upon all states to give favourable consideration to the relevant recommendations of the Conference on Disarmament;
· suggests mechanism ready to react regardless of the nature (state or non-state actor) of the source of the potential threat and type of potential new weapons of mass destruction;
· provides for negotiations on specific, practical and verifiable treaty, should it be necessary;
· retains the issue of “new types of weapons of mass destruction” in focus of the international community with minimal diversion of administrative and financial recourses of the United Nations and the Conference on Disarmament.
Belarus believes that preventive measures are the best way of dealing with potential threats to the international peace and security. Nature and boldness of those preventive measures, however, largely depend on the political will of States. Therefore we appeal to all Member States to reaffirm their commitment to the prevention of new WMD by supporting the resolution demanding minimum acceptable level of attention for a potential threat of creation of new WMD. 

Lack of proved evidence of existence or development of specific types of such weapons can be a result of secrecy and closed nature of relevant information and can not serve as an excuse for losing sight of this important issue.

