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Getting ready for today’s meeting I realized once again that, no matter what aspect of child’s well-being we consider, the active role of UNICEF can be traced absolutely everywhere.
This is why I would like to begin my statement on behalf of the Republic of Belarus and as a mother with the words of deep appreciation to UNICEF for the assistance that the Fund renders to children of the world.
This is very consonant with the state policy of Belarus. In our country, health protection of a mother and a child, strengthening of family values are a humanitarian imperative.
In a young sovereign Belarus, a new state policy has evolved in the field of child protection. It is aimed at creating a better environment for the all-round enjoyment of children's rights, providing them with necessary assistance from the society and state, for further improvement of their well-being.
In 1993 we adopted a new edition of the Children's Rights Law based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Presidential Programme 'Children of Belarus' for 2006-2010 is being implemented.
Today we can be proud that our national legislation conforms to basic international standards in protection of children's rights.
The result of these measures has been a steady increase in birth rate and in the number of marriages.
Belarus ranks 30th best in the world in provision of maternity care and support. Child mortality is the lowest in the CIS and approximates the European level.
Reviewing the implementation of the mid-term strategic plan, one cannot fail to notice the evident achievements of the past two and a half years.

However, as time goes by we have to face new or aggravated older problems. We could deal with them only by uniting the efforts of the whole of international community.
I would like to dwell on three such topical problems.

I think the time has come to do away with such disgraceful phenomenon as social orphanhood when children become orphans with the living parents.
A year and a half ago, a Presidential Decree 'On Additional Measures of State Protection of Children from Adverse Families' was adopted in Belarus. It is aimed at protecting children in cases when their parents do not fulfill their upbringing responsibilities and thus place their child in a socially dangerous situation. The state takes those children under its own protection: a child may be taken away from such parents and accommodated with state allowances in an orphanage or in a foster family. The costs of child’s care are recovered from negligent parents.
It is a relief that some of those parents return to carrying out their parental duties. Last year alone, Belarusian courts received 205 applications on restoration of parents' rights. Of those, 185 applications were satisfied. It means that a child comes back to a regular family and natural habitat. And that is precisely the final and most noble objective of our efforts.
Many orphans are adopted by other families. In 2007, 70 percent of orphans were adopted. In overall, there are 13.000 foster families in Belarus.

We believe that this aspect may become one of the priority areas in UNICEF activities.

Do not give children a possibility to explore early the adult life, which is often quite unattractive. Jean-Jacques Rousseau once said: 'Children should be children before being men'.
The Belarusian delegation would also suggest that the MTSP reflect the issue of addressing the needs of physically or mentally handicapped children.
Belarus has gained certain experience in upbringing and educating children with special needs. Instead of orphanages we introduce new integrated facilities which allow children with special needs to live in their family and study in regular schools together with other children but having a benefit of special psychological and educational support.
Our country is making a maxim 'All children are teachable’ come true.
Today in Belarus over 56 percent of children with special needs get education in regular secondary schools. Consequently, in the last decade the number of orphanages in the country decreased by 33 percent.
A new system of integrated assistance to such children, starting from first months of their life, is being put into place. 
To ensure that social integration of children with special needs and disabled children is successful, they receive not only basic education but professional training as well. They are guaranteed with the first job.
We believe that UNICEF is best positioned to coordinate international cooperation and exchange of experience in this field. Belarus, as, perhaps, many other countries, is very much interested in this.
The third challenge which certainly should become an object of our very close attention is protection of children from violence and trafficking, cruel treatment, exploitation for sexual, pornographic and other purposes, as well as using children as soldiers in armed conflicts.
The Belarusian legislation has a system of bans on violence against children the effectiveness of which is proved by statistics. For instance, the number of registered crimes of sexual character against minors has decreased in Belarus from 330 in 2005 to 198 in 2007. The number of violent deaths of children has shrunk significantly.
Underage children account for less than 6 percent of the overall number of victims of human trafficking, child prostitution and pornography.

Statistics reveal that over the last decade the amount of child pornography on the Internet has increased by 20 times. The number of websites offering such product is over 100,000. The President of the Republic of Belarus has therefore submitted to the Belarusian Parliament a draft law to toughen criminal responsibility for crimes linked to production and dissemination of child pornography. According to the draft law, the maximum penalty for such crime with aggravating circumstances would be 13 years of imprisonment.
The medium-term strategic plan would objectively benefit from stronger focus on these problems. Firstly, this would be facilitated by the prompt adoption of the UNICEF child protection strategy. Secondly, one should not underestimate the role of UNICEF in elaboration and promotion of joint system-wide UN strategies which are related to the security and protection of childhood.
Belarus has been working for the adoption of a UN strategy against human trafficking. Many victims of trafficking are children. UNICEF's experience is of exceptional value for correct and systematic drafting of the strategy's segment on trafficking in children.
In April 2008, Belarus together with UNICEF and other partners held the 'Violence Against Children: Challenges and Ways of Prevention' International Conference. The participants of the conference agreed with the need of elaboration and implementation of a comprehensive approach towards the challenge of human trafficking.
The paradox and at the same time the law of life is that today we make life for our children and tomorrow we will become dependent on them.
So let us not forget that the best way to make children good is to make them happy.

