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Madam President,
My delegation felicitates you upon holding this important meeting. We believe our deliberations will underscore the requirements to achieve the internationally agreed development goals. Also help bring development to center stage of UN’s activities. Bangladesh aligns itself with the statement of South Africa on behalf of the G77 and China. However, I would like to highlight the following issues: 
In our lifetime, the world has witnessed significant progress. More people than ever before are succeeding each year in breaking out of the claptrap of poverty.  Many more live in greater progress and prosperity. But all in this world do no enjoy equitably the fruits of these advances. One quarter of the world’s population live on less than one dollar a day. The gap between rich and poor continues to expand. What we need is a new Development Paradigm with its focus on poverty alleviation and an appropriate mix of quantity and quality of growth. 
Least Developed Countries are the most underprivileged. They confront such structural impediments that they are by themselves unable to break the claptrap of poverty. Unable to integrate themselves into the world economy in a meaningful way they are threatened with marginalization. A number of them is slowly but inexorably sliding into a state of regress. These continue to be so because of their intrinsic inability to mobilize external and domestic resources and put them to productive use. Global support to them is far from adequate. International community must provide the enabling ambiance, and support to them. This is the overarching aim of the Millennium Development Goals.

In my own country, Bangladesh, we believe that we must ourselves be in control of our development destiny. From our experience we know that every society performs best when it depends on its own intellectual and cultural resources. We have found that the simplest home grown ideas can often effect the profoundest changes. Take micro-credit and women’s non-formal education for instance. These have transformed our societal landscape. We are pleased that thought-leader of micro-credit, Professor Muhammad Yunus has been accorded global recognition with the award of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. Prof. Yunus says he aspires to the day when poverty can be put away in a Museum show-case.

So, it remains in our view that development is best achievable through a prudent mix of appropriate strategies, sound macro-economic management, careful use of external support, all within a culture of pluralism, democracy, good governance, human rights, gender justice and women’s empowerment. The existence of a vibrant civil society is key. The modest achievements of Bangladesh, and there have been many despite our manifold constraints, are attributable to conformity to these values. 

Pragmatic policies and programmes have contributed to the rapid advancement in our basic human development indicators. Economy is growing at 6.5 percent. People living in poverty have reduced to 40 percent. We have already achieved two MDGs. They are access to safe drinking water and removal of gender disparity in primary and secondary education. Enrollment in primary education for 97 percent of our children has been ensured. Child and infant mortality rates have now reached to 65 per thousand. 
The UNDP Human Development Report 2005 registered Bangladesh’s noteworthy success in the social sectors. It recognized that Bangladesh achieved this progress through stronger state action and civic activism despite the relatively modest level of income growth. It placed Bangladesh in the Medium Human Development Category. The UNDP Human Development Report 2006 reveals that Bangladesh has shown impressive gains in water and sanitation sector. The report registers that, ten years ago, Bangladesh had the lowest level of access to sanitation. It is now on target to achieve nationwide sanitation coverage by 2010.

In our view, four strategies have contributed to Bangladesh’s human development take-off: They are: First, active partnerships with the civil society. Secondly, transfer of resources to targeted groups, Thirdly, extended health programmes including through wide immunization coverage. Fourthly, virtuous cycles for women including through access to microcredit.  

Despite all these progresses, the reality remains that we have a long way to go if we are to achieve all the MDGs. Several essential measures are pre-requisites. That is the incontrovertible reality. These must be done in the spirit of partnership that our leaders agreed during the Millennium Summit: These are:
First, expansion of ODA in consonance with the undertakings of developed countries; Secondly, immediate commitment to write off all outstanding debts of all LDCs, Thirdly, allowing for immediate duty free, quota free market access to all products from all LDCs on a lasting basis, Fourthly, elimination of all kinds of protectionism, including arbitrary use of non-tariff, non-trade and other restrictive barriers; Fifthly, making rules of origin realistic, simple and flexible, Sixthly, providing free access of all categories of service providers under mode 4 of GATS; and Finally, enhancing the voice and participation of the developing and least developed countries in decision making of the Bretton Woods Institutions.
The Millennium Summit sets an ambitious vision for the international community. It was meant to achieve a sea change for the developing world. Our age is different from all others that have gone before. This is so because today we believe that alleviating the pains of some is the responsibility of all. 
We must work collectively to expand the scope of hope for humanity. Also to create a world where peace and stability reign, where the ambience is appropriate for development, where the environment is protected and where disease and poverty are drastically reduced. We the developing countries are eager, in partnership with others, to forge ahead with achieving our aspirations; for we know that when there is a hill to climb waiting will not make it any smaller. 
I thank you madam President. 
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